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Topic

Today’s cities are both juggling for position in a global context and simul-
taneously attending to local economical, ecological and social needs. They 
vie with each other to attract investment by global players in the fields of 
economy and science hoping of course to win jobs and greater opportuni-
ties for education. Given an increasingly networked Europe, the decisive 
factors for locating a business, a residence or even for the choice of the 
next holiday destination are no longer geographical proximity but rather 
local qualities.

In urban development the complex and multiple effects of globalisation 
on the economy and society, the transformation from an industrial society to 
a services and knowledge society, pronounced demographical and societal 
changes, such as social segregation and increased individualisation, 
clash with specific local characteristics, challenges and questions. Urban 
planning no longer takes place in territories, which are clearly defined in 
spatial and administrative terms. New cross-border interdependencies and 
complex activities emerge thus effectuating the progressive perforation of 
national and historically established borders.

The symposium Urban Reports centres on how cities are being affected 
by these global trends and inquires into the consequences, challenges and 
chances resulting for local urban development. How do cities deal with 
the tensions and the apparently blatant contradictions arising from local 
interests and global powers? What aims and scenarios are being depicted 
for urban space? What type of measures, strategies and partnerships 
(including the unusual) are being chosen for realisation? To what extent 
are local identities being preserved, reinforced, and utilised by urban 
development in this global setting?

Representatives from six European cities – Amsterdam, Bilbao, Dublin, 
Copenhagen, Zagreb and Zurich – report on their own fascinating visions 
for urban development and their innovative ways for realising them. By 
means of prototype “Lead Projects” they illustrate their individual concepts 
for transforming their cities in the 21st century. The urban projects chosen 
provide examples of the different aims of each of the six cities and the 
strategies chosen for realisation. Concrete examples from action fields like 
infrastructure, abandoned industrial areas, revitalisation of city centres, 
linking-up with the region or specific major projects help demonstrate 
the different thematic priorities and the striking heterogeneity in the 
evaluation of global and local issues. 

Experts will discuss the various concepts applied in the six cities to 
effect high-quality, future-oriented transformation of urban space and 
scrutinise the efficiency of concrete strategies and projects for urban 
development in a local and global context. The speakers are well-known 
experts from different disciplines: urban planning, urban design, archi-
tecture, landscape architecture, economics and spatial planning.



Programme

08.15	 Registration and coffee	

09.00	 Welcome	
Prof. Dr. Gerhard Schmitt, Vice President Planning and Logistics ETHZ

09.30	 Introduction	 Prof. Kees Christiaanse, ISB ETHZ

09.50	 Session 1
	 Introduction	 Nicola Schüller / Petra Wollenberg, ISB ETHZ
	 Amsterdam	 Ton Schaap, Physical Planning Department, Amsterdam
	 	 Floris Alkemade, Architect, OMA, Rotterdam
 	 Dublin	 Dick Gleeson, Deputy City Planning Officer, Dublin
	 	 Michelle Fagan, Architect, FKL Architects, Dublin
	 Discussion session 1
	 Moderation: 	 Prof. Dr. Angelus Eisinger, Historian of Urban Development and 	 	

	 Planning, University of Liechtenstein 

12.00	 Lunch

13.10	 Session 2 
	 Introduction	 Nicola Schüller / Petra Wollenberg, ISB ETHZ
	 Bilbao	 Juan Alayo Azcárate, Director of Development Planning, Bilbao Ria 2000
	 	 Javier Salazar Rückauer, Architect, Bilbao
	 Zagreb	 Ivica Fanjek, City Bureau for Physical Planning, Zagreb 
	 	 Sasa Randic, Architect, Rijeka
	 Discussion session 2
	 Moderation: 	 Prof. Helena Njiric, Architect, Zagreb

15.20 	 Break

15.50	 Session 3
	 Introduction	 Nicola Schüller / Petra Wollenberg, ISB ETHZ
	 Copenhagen	 Prof. Jens Kvorning, Architect, The Royal Academy of Fine Arts, 	

	 Copenhagen
	 	 Stig L. Andersson, Landscape Architect, SLA, Copenhagen
	 Zurich	 Franz Eberhard, Director of the Department of Urban Planning, Zurich
	 	 Christian Sumi, Architect, Burkhalter Sumi Architects, Zurich
	 Discussion session 3
	 Moderation: 	 Prof. Dr. Carl Fingerhuth, Architect and Planner, Zurich

18.00	 Break

18.15	 Final discussion
	 Moderation: 	 Prof. Vedran Mimica, Architect, Berlage Institute, Rotterdam

19.30	 Apéro



Key Facts

Urban Reports is an international symposium on current strategies in 
urban development. The symposium is hosted by the Chair of Architecture 
and Urban Design, Prof. Kees Christiaanse, at the NSL – Network City and 
Landscape, and is part of the postgraduate education course in spatial 
planning at the ETH Zurich.
Urban Reports will appeal to specialists in the fields of architecture, 
urban design, planning and the general public providing a platform for 
discussing trendsetting concepts in urban development with well-known 
international personalities who represent various disciplines, both in 
theory and practice.

Hosts
Chair of Architecture and Urban Design
Prof. Kees Christiaanse 
Institute of Urban Design
and
MAS Programme in Spatial Planning
NSL – Network City and Landscape
ETH Zurich

Patrons
ETH Zurich
City of Zurich

Content and moderation
Organization and registration
Nicola Schüller and Petra Wollenberg
Institute of Urban Design ETHZ
Tel +41 44 633 29 77
Fax +41 44 633 10 90
schueller@nsl.ethz.ch
wollenberg@nsl.ethz.ch

Venue
ETH Zentrum
Building HG (main building), Room F30
Rämistrasse 101
8092 Zurich

Language
English
 
Title image
Credit: NASA, http://visibleearth.nasa.gov/view_rec.php?id=1926



Registration Symposium Urban Reports – 23 Nov. 2006

Title:

Last name, First name:

Position:

Company/ Institution:

Street:

Postcode, city, country:

E-mail:

Phone:
  

Present at Apéro       Yes	   No

Please register at the latest by 16 November 2006 either online, or by post, e-mail 
(urbanreports@nsl.ethz.ch) or fax +41 44 633 10 90.
Admission fees: CHF 200.– (assistants CHF 80.–, students CHF 40.– only with valid 
student ID). Please note that full payment must be received in advance to guarantee 
your booking and that registration is binding. 

When paying please indicate the reference below, otherwise your booking cannot be 
guaranteed.  

Reference
Urban Reports, 1-67443-06 / 3660 / 710011, name of participant(s) 
 
Bank account
Name of Bank:	 Swiss National Bank 
Address of Bank:	 3003 Berne
Clearing-Nb.: 	 BLZ 110 
Account-Name:	 ETH Zurich, 8092 Zurich
Account-Nb.:	 1158-1530-5-30-ETHZ
SWIFT:		  SNBZCHZZ30A
IBAN:		  CH49 0011 0001 5305 0003 6
 
Please register online with your credit card! 
www.urbanreports.ethz.ch



Partners and Sponsors
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