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The Book

Our inspiration for the symposium on ‘Campus Design’, which we hosted on 18 May 

2006, was the current restructuring of the ETH’s teaching and research landscape, in 

particular, the Science City project. The symposium and the follow-up event ‘Com-

petitive Campuses’ at the NTNU in Trondheim sparked high interest, and will find 

continuation in a further conference at the Dublin Institute of Technology next year. 

Encouraged by Cornelia Bauer, editor-in-Chief of the gta Verlag, we decided to pub-

lish a comprehensive book to make the findings of the symposium and research 

conducted at the Institute for Urban Design (ISB) accessible to a broader audience. 

We would like to thank Cornelia Bauer for all her support and also for encouraging 

us to add the collection of campus profiles to the book – now that it’s done.

This book was very much a team effort. First of all, we would like to thank most 

warmly the authors/speakers and their support teams for their highly informative 

contributions and tireless cooperation in providing us the materials we required. 

Our gratitude also goes to Fiona Elliott, copy-editor for English and German-to- 

English translator of the essays by Andrea Deplazes and Werner Oechslin. Through-

out the process she always maintained the same enthusiastic determination to find 

a stylish form for the authors’ intentions. We are deeply grateful to Arley Kim for her 

thorough revision of the campus collection and proof-reading. She contributed her 

profound insights on the subject and never flinched from carrying out the most  

arduous of investigations. A very special thank you goes to Vera Pechel for so beau-

tifully designing the book. She both devised and realised the layout and made the 

final picture selection, always bringing joy to the book team with her sympathy and 

collegiality. Another very special thank you goes to Céline Soley Suter for her sig-

nificant contribution to many aspects of the book production from its inception to 

the end. She even found time to work on the book during her exchange semester at 

TU Delft and, with the assistance of Lorenzo Stieger and Nicolas Hugentobler, took 

responsibility for the extensively researched and wonderfully drawn plans of the 

campus collection. The images and data of the campus collection were obtained by 

Céline S. Suter, Cati Rauch, Arley Kim, and Jörg Himmelreich who joined our team 

at the last minute to help us track down missing data. Daniela Zacheo made an out-

standing effort to obtain all the credits of the more than 300 images published in the 

book. We would also like to thank the IT team of the Faculty of Architecture, in par-

ticular Serge Bilgeri and Thomas Gemperli for their consistently effective, willing 

technical support.

We especially thank all of the featured universities, technology parks, corpora-

tions, architectural practices and planning offices – of course including the ETH 

Science City team and KCAP – for so generously providing us with the materials we 

required. Some of these organisations, most notably the Freie Universität of Berlin, 

undertook major research efforts on our behalf when the material we required was 

not readily available. We do not underestimate and are sincerely grateful for the ef-

forts of all those who helped us to compile and cross-check the campus collection. 

Similarly, we would also like to thank our colleagues and friends within and beyond 

the ISB for their help.
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Symposium and Exhibition 

We owe a special debt of gratitude to Susanne Keller for helping us to organize and 

obtaining financial means for the symposium and to host the over 180 participants 

in a fitting manner. And our thanks also go to Remo Steinmetz and the SHARE  

Boston for hosting the video-linked event at Swiss House, Consulate of Switzerland, 

in Cambridge, Massachusetts. We also thank our support team at the Institute for  

Urban Design and Jan Ørum from ETH’s Network for Educational Technology and 

Rolf Jeker from SHARE Boston for the smooth technical and video-conferencing set-

up during the symposium. Without their dedication, the event could not have taken 

place in such a professional manner.

The projects from the campus collection were discussed in a seminar and featured 

in an exhibition, which Kerstin Hoeger and Alexander Lehnerer conducted parallel 

to the symposium. We thank all students for compiling the raw material: Evran  

Alper, Norbert Föhn, Stephan Hassler, Wouter Homs, Antje Lindemann, Mario Locci, 

Linda Looser, Annick Mehdorn, Piero Mercadante, Daniela Pauli and, in particular, 

Cati Rauch and Céline Soley Suter for processing the data, Francis Fawcett for the 

English translation, and Michael Knutti for fabricating the 3D-prints and photos.

Partners

Finally, we would like to express our sincere gratitue to all our partners and support-

ers. First of all, our thanks go to Frans Dekker who is in charge of the reorganisation 

of the universities in the Netherlands and all 13 participating Real Estate Directors 

of the Dutch Universities. Their excursion in May 2006 to Switzerland provided the 

initiative for the symposium and its financial basis. We would also like to give special 

thanks to His Excellency Mr. Edo Hofland for his words of welcome and for the 

friendly financial support of the Royal Netherlands Embassy in Switzerland. Our ap-

preciative thanks also go to Prof. Dr. Tore Haugen, the Dean of NTNU’s Faculty of 

Architecture, and Prof. Fredrik Shetelig, the Vice Dean, as well as Janne Corneil and 

Phillip Parsons from Sasaki Associates in Boston for inviting us to co-organize the 

‘Competitive Campus’ conference in Trondheim. We are most grateful to Wilhelm 

Natrup and Ernst Basler + Partner for so generously sharing their knowledge and for 

collaborating with us on several campus and urban design projects. We thank the 

SIA (Swiss Engineering and Architectural Association) for its support and for publi-

cising the symposium to its members.

For their special interest in the project we would like to thank Halter Unter- 

nehmungen, Holcim, Océ, and Schindler. Without their financial support, the sym-

posium and book would never have been feasible. And last, but not least, our thanks 

go to our own institutions. We thank Prof. Dr. Alexander Zehnder, the President of 

the ETH Board, and Prof. Dr. Konrad Osterwalder, the then-Rector of ETH Zurich, for 

fully supporting our project, including with financial means. In addition, we thank 

Prof. Andrea Deplazes, the Dean of the Faculty for Architecture, and Prof. Dr. Vittorio 

Magnago Lampugnani, Head of the Network City and Landscape, for their forthcom-

ing and wide-ranging support.

Kerstin Hoeger and Kees Christiaanse, Zurich, September 2007
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