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history of settlement 
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Tsang Tai Uk, a walled village, was 
constructed by the Tsang family in 
1850. The village is rectangular in sha-
pe (46m x 137m). 
Inside were shops, workspaces, temp-
les etc.

Houses built on stilts over the water 
form a cluster together. 
A stilt house village transformed itself 
into an organized structure. 
The network of pedestrian ways
through the village is situated on the 
water. Within this network the bounda-
ry between public and private is ambi-
guous.   

tsang tai uk village 1850 
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Kirou (veranda type) was a traditio-
nal urban building. The ground floor 
was used as shop- or workspace. 
The upper floor was for living and 
storage. 
The urban block-structure was modi-
fied during the times and still exists 
nowadays. 
Hong Kong‘s lack of suburban 
sprawls today is somehow similar 
to the walled village‘s conditions 
against the surroundings.
So people have chosen to live in a 
limited area at high density. Each 
building can be regarded as a villa-
ge. The city of Hong Kong consists of 
the accumulation of such villages.

space design no. 330, march 1992DRAFT
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19451887

Hong Kong has been growing every 
year, repeatedly expanding its urban 
area and forming densely populated 
districts. The growth of the city is 
largely due to the continuous influx 
of Chinese to the colony.
Hong Kong has accomodated the 
increase in population by expanding 
its urban area through progressive 
reclamation of land beginning in the 
1860s and by constructing high-rise 
appartments in old urban districts.
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1976 2002

„Reclamation and Development in Hong Kong“, Survey and Mapping 
Office, Lands Departement, 1996
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hong kong

tokyo

cross section : density 
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Scale 1 : 40.000
height exageration by factor 6

Space Design, No. 330, March 1992DRAFT
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development of 
housing typesDRAFT
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1950s   mark 1, 2

mark 1 

mark 2 DRAFT
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1960s   mark 3, 4, 5

mark 3

mark 4 

mark 5 
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mark 3

mark 4 

mark 5 

1970s   slab, twin tower, h-block

twin tower 

h-blockDRAFT
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1980s   trident 1-4, linear block

trident

linear block
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1990s   harmony, concord

harmony
„Fifty Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong“, Y.M.Yeung, Timothy 

K.Y. Wong, 2003
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public housing

private housing

traditional housing
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matrix - housing types 
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Tin Yiu Estate

Man  Wah
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Tin Yiu Estate

Shek Kip Mei Estate

Telford Garden

Shaukeiwan typhoon shelter
Taikoo Shing

Oi Man EstateMan  Wah

Ha Wo Che village

index map of documented examples 
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stage 3

Shops and stores are 
located on the  public 
groundlevel. Housing 
is placed on a podest 
which provides open 
spaces with gardens 
etc. for the residents. 
Thus the podest is a 
private open space 
and serves as en-
trance level for the 
housing blocks.

stage 2

Housing is located 
on the groundlevel 
together with shops, 
stores etc. A group of 
housing blocks form a 
court which is similar 
to the existing urban 
structure. 

stage 1

Shops and stores as 
well as housing are 
located on the ground-
level. Private spaces 
are to find inside the 
housing blocks only. 
The single building is 
part of the gridlike ur-
ban structure.

Example:

Man Wah Estate
1962

Example:

Mei Foo
1966

Example:

Shanghai Street
Mong KokDRAFT
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stage 6

The court contains 
several functions like 
hotels, housing, of-
fice towers, sporting 
courts, gardens, shop-
ping malls, MTR-sta-
tion, and carparks. It 
is being constructed 
by different develop-
ers. It is not possible 
to enter the court’s 
podests without per-
mission. It is directly 
connected to public 
transport.

stage 5

The court is connect-
ed to the MTR by its 
own station. It also 
contains shopping 
malls, gardens, shops, 
and stores. Housing is 
located on a podest, 
which is for private 
use only. Entrances 
are guarded. Park-
ing space is provided 
in underground car-
parks.

stage 4

Housing blocks are 
combined with shop-
ping malls, office tow-
ers, gardens, shops 
and stores. Whilst the 
shopping mall is situat-
ed under ground level, 
housing is located on 
a podest, which is for 
private use only. En-
trances are guarded. 
Parking space is pro-
vided in underground 
carparks.

Example:

Taikoo Shing
1974

Example:

Telford Garden
1977

Example:

Kowloon Station
under construction

development of private housing courts
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shek kip mei estate
the birthplace of public housing
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shek kip mei estate
the birthplace of public housing
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Masterplan Shek Kip Mei 1954  

Shek Kip Mei squatter area

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



The new builtShek Kip Mei estate in it\s 
original state.

„Fifty Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong“, Y.M.Yeung, Timothy 

K.Y. Wong, 2003

On Christmas Eve 1953 a huge fire left 
more than 50.000 people homeless over-
night.
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Original floorplan mark I   1955
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Originally up to six people lived in a 
12,2 sqm (A) or 24,4 sqm (B) flat. The 
toilets were separated from the 
living space. The kitchen was on the 
balcony.

 Original floorplan mark I

Shek Kip Mei Estate in the 1970s

„Fifty Years of Public Housing in Hong Kong“, Y.M.Yeung, Timothy 

K.Y. Wong, 2003
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Masterplan Shek Kip Mei today  DRAFT
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shek kip mei estate - today
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The flats had been modified in the 
1980s. Toilets  and kitchen were in-
stalled in the blocks while the old 
ones have been demolished.
Thus the flatsize has decreased. On 
the ground floor level little boxes 
were built, used for storage and 
cooking.

The buildings have been modified 
due to  their old structure. Vertical  
girders now ensure the stability of 
the buildings.
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Social life happens outside in the 
courts. The inhabitants enjoy social-
izing in their well known environment. 
Guards take care of their safety. It’s 
not possible to enter a block without 
permission.  DRAFT
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housing the elderly
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flat size : 24,4 sqm
prize : 940 hk$ / month
  120 sfr / month
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minimal spaces
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flat size : 12,2 sqm
prize : 470 hk$ / month
  60 sfr / month
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details of living
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man wah
fading comfort
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Masterplan Man Wah  

man wah
resident population :  11436
median age :    40 years
households :   3439
rooms / person :   1,15
av. household size :  3,1 persons

man ying building
409 units
18 storeys
24 units / storey
completion 1964

 

housing

shops/stores
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housing walls

space design, no.330, march 1992DRAFT
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renovated and original entrance
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flat size : 92,9 sqm
prize : 100.000 hk$
  16000 sfr
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spacious places
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oi man estate
the beauty of monotony
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oi man estate
resident population :  12161
median age :    39 years
households :   3415
rooms / person :   0,5
av. household size :  3,5 persons

tun man house
680 units
23 storeys
34 units / storey
completion 1975

 

Masterplan Oi ManDRAFT
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hong kong housing authorityDRAFT
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open and enclosed spaces
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plain layout
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taikoo shing
multifunctional levels

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Masterplan Taikoo Shing  

taikoo shing
resident population :  36831
median age :    36 years
households :   10955
rooms / person :   1,44
av. household size :  3,8 persons

ning on mansion
224 units
28 storeys
8 units / storey
completion 1977

 

mall

office
housing

garden

parking/stores
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hong kong housing authorityDRAFT
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commercial levels
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entrance levels
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flat size : 54,3 sqm
prize : 2600000 hk$
  416000 sfr
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living levels
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telford garden
elevated island
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Masterplan Telford Garden

telford garden
resident population :  15027
median age :    36 years
households :   4723
rooms / person :   1,12
av. household size :  3,1 persons

block 02
76 units
11 storeys
8 units / storey
completion 1981

 

MTR/bus

housing

garden

parking/stores/mall
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www.centamap.comDRAFT
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private entrance areas
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flat size : 55,7 sqm
prize : 6000 hk$ / month
  960 sfr / month
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interiors and views
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tin yiu estate
anonymous density
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Masterplan Tin Yiu Estate

tin yiu estate
resident population :  38243
median age :    32 years
households :   10279
rooms / person :   0,79
av. household size :  3,6 persons

yiu shing house
633 units
37 storeys
18 units / storey
completion 1993
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www.centamap.comDRAFT
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source: Studio Basel
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inbetween space
hong kong housing authorityDRAFT
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Mrs Chuk has been living here since 
11 years. She came from Mainland 
China with her family and waited for 
this flat for 10 years. The flat mea-
sures 35 sqm in size and costs 1000 
HK$ / month. Mrs Chuk used to share 
the flat with three others. Now she 
lives in it alone and takes care of her 
grandchildren.

flat size : 34 sqm
prize : 1000 hk$ / month
  160 sfr / month
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ha wo che village 
aesthetics of dirty density
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Masterplan Ha Wo Che Village

ha wo che village
resident population :  2252
median age :    38 years
households :   712
rooms / person :   1,17
av. household size :  3,0 persons

no. 401
2-room house
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The government is currently working 
out how to clear the site. The inhabi-
tants don‘t pay any rent or mortgage, 
except for general supply manage-
ment.  The houses are sold privately 
from one owner to the next, while the 
maintenance of the homes always 
lies in the hands of the inhabitants.DRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel



insight-outside
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living basics
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walk this way
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Mr. Fong bought his 2 room 
house 14 years ago. It 
measures about 56 sqm in 
size and gives home to him 
and his wife. Formerly up 
to ten people lived in this 
house. 
Being a police officer 
he could afford to rent a 
public flat but he enjoys 
the freedom and indepen-
dance of owning his own 
home even though he has 
to maintain the place by 
himself. He is not afraid of 
landslides or typhoons  alt-
hough he is aware of the 
danger.
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flat size : 56 sqm
g.s.p. : 2000 hk$ / month
  320 sfr / monthDRAFT
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individuality
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Masterplan Shaukeiwan Typhoon Shelter DRAFT
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space design, no. 330, march 1992DRAFT
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living on moving stability
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photos and video footage
every photo and video footage not stated with 
a footnote was taken by Chantal Baumann or 
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