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InTRodUCTIon

‚Where is Fustat?‘ 

As trivial as this question sounds, it is worth answering. 
Fustat was the first capital in Egypt after the arab con-
quest in 641 Ad. Unfortunately today little reminds 
of its former grandeur. What happend to the city after 
the conquest?  To answer this question you have to go 
almost 1000 years backwards from its foundation on. 
Also you should consider the recent happenings in this 
area and another crutial change of Fustat is going to 
happen with the completion of the national Musem 
of Egyptian Civilisation. 
All parts put together may will show ous the greater 
context of Fustat, if it still is existing.?
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PERSIAN EMPIRE_500 BC

BABYLON (ISHTAR GATE)

PERSIAN COIN_500 BC

BABYLON
due to archaeological evidence there was a settlement preda-
ting the Roman period. Probably dating back to the Saite or 
Persian periods in the seventh or sixth century BC. The finds of 
vessels indicates a context of settlement and trade rather than 
industrial, religious, or funeral activities.
50 BC a view existed of the foundation which could very plausibly 
represent the establishment of a trading colony or military base by 
the Persian kings.
The first settlement at Babylon was broadly contemporary with the 
first cutting of a Red Sea canal in the sixth century BC, connecting 
Bubastis to the Red Sea.The Persian Period settlement was located 
on the east bank of the nile at a strategic confluence of rou-
tes and at a crossing-point over the river.

Diodorius Siculus describes in Book I, ch. 56.3 the origin of 
the name Babylon. It is said that the captives brought from Ba-
bylonia revolted from the king...and they, seizing a strong position 
on the banks of the river, maintained a warfare against the Egyp-
tians and ravaged the neighboring territory. But finally, on being 
granted an amnesty, they established a colony on the spot 
which they also named Babylon, from their native land.

Strabo describes Babylon in Geography, Book XVII, ch. 1,30: In 
sailing up the river, we meet with Babylon, a strong fortress, built 
by some Babylonians who had taken refuge there, and had obtai-
ned permission from the kings to establish a settlement in 
that place.
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ROMAN EMPIRE_100 ADEMPEROR TRAJAN_98-117 AD

AGRICULTURE IN EGYPT

during Trajan‘s reign (Roman Emperor Ad 98-115) there were 
series of poor harvests in Italy. The construction of harbors 
to facilitate the grain supply for Rome and trade in gene-
ral seems to have been an integral part of Trajan‘s vision. The 
reopening of the Red Sea canal by him was connected to 
strategic and commercial interests and also formed part of a unified 
approach to create a network of new trading and military 

routes for the eastern provinces.
The trajanic harbor at Babylon has played an important role in 
the transport down the canal and south into the Red Sea. Also one 
of the key functions of the port of Cairo down to the medieval pe-
riod was as a staging post for the different kinds of boats serving 
Upper Egypt and the delta. The bridge across the river may 
have served as a logical division between the two areas.

CANAL TO THE RED SEA
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RoMAn TRAdE RoUTES_100 Ad

AMnIS TRAJAnUS_100 Ad
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ROMAN EMPIRE_300 AD

ROMAN LEGIONNAIRES

EMPEROR DIOCLETIAN_284-305 AD

Up to the end of the third century the present fortress of Babylon 
was built during the visits of Diocletian (Roman Emperor Ad 
284-304). There are three major developments which lead to the 
construction of the fortress.
The first two of these were closely connected, being the reorga-
nization of the administrative and military aspects of the 
empire and a reform of the fiscal system needed to finance 
new defense measures. The third major development in this 
period consisted of changes in Egyptian civil and intellectual so-
ciety, in particular the growing importance of Christianity. 
Under diocletian the Romans constructed a string of key stra-
tegic fortresses. The part played by the fortress in diocletian‘s 
military reorganization of Egypt is clear. It fortified and enc-
losed the mouth of the canal and dominated the land an sea 
routes between Upper and Lower Egypt. The fortress is divided into 
a southern and northern enclosure by the canal. There have 
been important differences in the topography of these areas. 

BABYLON FORTRESS
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BABYLon FoRTRESS_300 Ad
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dIoCLETIAnS PALACE In SPLIT (CRoATIA)_305 Ad

DIOCLETIAN PALACE IN SPLIT
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CHRISTIAnITY In EGYPT_60-600 Ad

FINDING OF MOSES

HOLY FAMILY IN EGYPT

SAINT MARK

It was Saint Mark the Evangelist, during the first century Ad, who 
is considered to be the founder of the church. He preached and suffered 
martyrdom in Alexandria.

The history of the Christianity in Egypt is basically the history of the Coptic Church in Egypt. However, it traditionally begins with the 
flight of the Holy Familiy to Egypt.
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EMPEROR CONSTANTIN_306-337 AD

CHRISTIANITIY IN EGYPT

The early Christians of Egypt suffered considerably at the 
rule of the Roman emperor.The first persecution of the 
Copts started in 250 - 251 Ad under decius. This suffe-
ring and martyrdom that resulted from refusal to sacrifice 
would come to be one of the defineing characteristics of 
the egyptian church. However the last great persecuti-
on took place under diocletioan in 303. Constantine was 
Roman Emperor from 306 to 337. Best known for being the 
first Christian Roman emperor, Constantine reversed 
the persecutions of his predecessor, diocletian, and issued the 
Edict of Milan in 313, which proclaimed religious toleran-
ce of Christians throughout the empire.

However, in 451 the Fourth Ecumenical Council took 
place in Chalcedon and would divide the Catholic, or „univer-
sal“ Christian church. The decisons of this council concerned the 
nature of Jesus Christ. The Coptic Church was misunderstood 
in this council, which caused the „schism of Chalcedon“. 

This split in the church ended up taking the form of persecuti-
on against the Coptic Christians of Egypt. They were once again 
besieged, now by other Christians. Hence, when the Arabs invaded 
Egypt in 641 Ad, they met little resistance from the native Chris-
tian population.
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COPTIC HERITAGE
In the district known today as Old Cairo stands the Fortress 
of Babylon, which provides an interesting example of Roman 
and Byzantine military architecture.  Also in old Cairo 
stand most of Cairo‘s ancient churches.
When Christianity first came to Egypt, churches were built in re-
mote areas away from the threat of imperial persecution. The re-
mains of only very few churches can be dated before the end of 
the 4th centuary. Early churches in Egypt are rare, because they 
were later incorporated into larger fondations. It is generally accep-
ted that Coptic church architecture was based mainly on Roman 
basilica design, retaining only a few ancient Egyptian elements.
The churches of old Cairo played a significant administrative 
role throughout the history of the Coptic Church after the Arab 
conquest of Egypt. They represent a fundamental aspect of Cop-
tic heritage. often the churches suffered from pillage in times 
of disorder or persecution and many of them were complete-
ly demolished, rebuilt and resorted various times over the 
centuaries.
Unfortunately there are no evidence (historically and archeo-
logically) that there were churches wihtin the Fortress of Babylon 
before the Arab conquest. on the other hand, pieces of woodwork 
were found on the churches of Saint Sergius and Al-Mo‘allaqa. But 
is seems incongruous that these churches existed inside a fully-ope-
rational Roman and Byzantine military fortress.

COPTIC CROSS

COPTS AFTER ARAB‘S CONQUEST
For the four centuries that followed the Arab‘s conquest of Egypt, 
the Coptic Church generally flourished and Egypt remained 
basically Christian. Copts were allowed to freely practice 
their religion and were to a large degree autonomous, provided 
they continued to pay a special tax, called „Gezya“. despite 
additional sumptuary laws that were imposed on them, the 
church prospered and enjoyed one of its most peaceful era until 
935 AD.
The Christian face of Egypt started to change by the beginning of 
the 10th century, when Copts, in addition to the „Gezya“tax, 
suffered from specific disabilities. Slowly but steadily Egypt 
changed to a predominantly Muslim country in the 12th 
century. However, relations between the two communities took a 
sharp turn for worse in the first half of the 14th century.
The position of the Copts began to improve early in the 19th 
century under the stability and tolerance of Muhammad Ali‘s 
dynasty. The Coptic community ceased to be regarded by the sta-
te as an administrative unit and by 1855 the main mark of Copts‘s 
inferioriry, the „Geyza“ tax was lifted.

„Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish 
by the sword“(Mathew 26:52)

The miraculous survival of the Coptic Church till this 
day and age is a living proof of the validity and wisdom of these 
teachings.

COPTS
The word Copt is an english word taken from the Arabic word 
„Gibt“ or „Gypt“. It literally means Egyptian. The Arabs, after 
their conquest of Egypt in 641 Ad called the population of Egypt 
Gypt, from the Greek word „Egyptos“ or Egypt. The Greek word, 
in turn, came from the ancient Egyptian word „Hikaptah“, one 
of the names for Memphis, the first capital of Ancient Egypt. In 
contemporary usage, the term „Coptic“ refers to the Egyptian 
Christians.
In 1992, there were over nine million Copts (out of a populati-
on of some 57 million Egyptians) who pray and share communion 
in daily masses in thousands of Coptic Churches in Egypt.
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AMR IBN AL-AS MOSQUE_641 AD

PROPHET MOHAMMAD ARAB EMPIRE_641 AD

FRoM FoRTRESS To CITY
In Ad 641-42 Egypt was conquered by an Arab army under the 
command of ´Amr ibn al-´As. For seven month over the winter 
of 641 and the spring of 642 the Arab army laid siege to the strate-
gically vital Roman fortress of Babylon. From this point on, Egypt 
became an integral part of the Muslim and Arab world. After the 
conquest of Egypt and the expulsion of the Byzantine armies, the 
city of al-Fustat was founded around the site of the siege-camp 
of Babylon. In the first century of its existence the city grew at a 
phenomenal rate. From al-Fustat/Misr the existing links by land 
with the East and along the Amnis Traianus to the Red Sea enabled 

it to replace Alexandria as the administrative and eco-
nomic capital of Egypt.
Babylon was the nucleus of this new city, and the fortress funda-
mentally influenced the layout of the buildings constructed around 
it, in particular the center of the new city around the congrega-
tional mosque founded by ´Amr ibn al-´As. The fortress lost its 
military role and was divided up and incorporated not the urban 
fabric of the new city. Also the Roman buildings were reused, 
either in their entirety or as foundations.
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TENT CITY

The city‘s name comes from the Arabic 
word fustat which means a large tent 
or pavilion. According to tradition, the 
location of Fustat was chosen by a bird: 
A dove laid an egg in the tent of ‚Amr ibn 
al-‘As, the Muslim conqueror of Egypt, just 
before he was to march on Alexandria. His 
camp at that time was just north of the Ro-
man fortress of Babylon. Amr declared this 
as a sign from God, and the tent was left 
untouched as he and his troops went off to 
battle. When they returned victorious, Amr 
told his soldiers to pitch their tents around 
his, giving his new capital city its name, 
Misr al-Fustat, or Fustat Misr, po-
pularly translated as „City of the tents“, 
though this is not an exact translation.
The settlement was also known by the Ara-
bic word for „camp“, misr (pl. am-
sar), a name which continues to be used 
for the city and which from very early in 
the Islamic period was extended to refer to 
the entire country of Egypt. 

Meaning of Fustat

AMR IBN AL-AS MOSQUE_LATE 19TH CENTURY
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1_ABU SERGA (CHURCH oF 

SAInT SERGIUS & BACCHUS)

2_HAnGInG CHURCH

ROMAN GATE CHURCH

ROMAN CANAL CHURCH

The Church of Saints Sergius and Bacchus is the oldest 
church in Cairo, having been built over a traditional site 
blessed by the Holy Family. It is dedicated to Sergius (Abu 
Serga) and Bacchus who suffered martyrdom in Syria.It is 
first mentioned in 969 when patriarch Isaac held office (689 - 
692). In this account the church was the location for the elec-
tion and enthronement of the Coptic patriarch, in 
itself a strong indication, that it may have been the first Coptic 
church to be built in the fortress.

This is the most famous church in Cairo. Al-Mo‘allaqa 
„the suspended one“ is constracted over the south gate 
of the Babylon Fortress. A famous wooden lintel showing 
Christ‘s Entry into Jerusalem was found here: It dates from 
the 5th/6th century. However, the earliest mention of the 
church came during the reign of Patriarch Joseph (831-849), 
when he referred to the destruction of the church on the or-
ders of the Governor of Egypt. When the patriarchal seat of 
Alexandria was moved to Cairo in the 11th century it was es-
tablished at Al-Mo‘allaqa in view of the church‘s importance.
The church‘s structure has been modified and restored 
many times. Apparently it was orginally built in the traditi-
onal basilican style and an additional chapel, known as 
the „little church“, was built over the eastern tower, which 
now represents the oldest part still remaining of the orginal 
construction. 

 39 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



3
4

CHURCHES In THE FoRMER FoRTRESS

100m

* PRESENT DAY MAP OF 
FUSTAT FOR REFERENCE

 40 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



3_ST. GEoRGE CHURCH

4_BEn EZRA SYnAGoGUE

ROMAN GATE CHURCH (LATER SYNAGOGUE)

ROMAN TOWER CHURCH

The church of Saint George was built by Athanasius during the 
reign of Ibn Marwan, Governor of Egypt, and was mentionoed 
in the History of the Patriarchs of the Coptic Church ( 
704-729 ). The church was destroyed by fire in the middle of 
the last century and later  reconstructed without cupolas.
For centuries, the church alternated between ownership by the 
Copts and the Greek, but since the 15th century it has remai-
ned Greek Orthodox.

The synagogue was orginally a Coptic church but was 
sold to the Jews when Ahmed Ibn Tulun extorted money from 
Patriarch Micheal III (895-909). It is the oldest synagogue in 
Cairo, in which the  Genzia archive, a collection of Jewish 
documents, was found. These documents are very valuable for 
the history of the Jews and of Egyptian Red Sea trade during 
Middle Ages. It is believed that the site of the Synagogue was 
where the box of Baby Moses was found. The architectu-
ral design of the church can no longer detected. Through the 
centuries, the Synagogue received extensive restorations and 
renovations until it reached its present state. The present buil-
ding dates back to 1892; the original one had collapsed and a 
new one was built, echoing it.
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ABBASID COIN ABBASID EMPIRE_750-905 AD

IBN TULUN MOSQUE_876-879 AD

The southern part of the fortress perimeter wall was retained, 
while the norhtern wall, continous to the center of the new 
settlement around the Mosque of ´Amr ibn al-´As, was demolished. 
This move allowed the and its churches to take place within 
the southern part of the former fortress, as well as the area 
of Kom Ghurab immediately to the south.
The silting-up of the entrance to the canal at Babylon and the deci-
sion to create a new urban center to the north of the former fortress 
probably influenced the decision to cut a new entrance further to 
the north. The cutting of a new head for the canal and the final 
filling in of the former entrance and its initial course within 
the fortress. The canal has been converted into a linking the area 
of the fortress with the new quarters laid out around the Friday 
mosque of al-Fustat. Such a major piece of town planning seems 
most likely to have been associated with the creation of a new ca-
pital, including a sizable area set aside for the large native Christian 
population, in the years 644-715.
The most obvious survivals of the Roman fortress are its walls 
and towers, which defined and protected old Cairo throughout 
its medieval transformation. Also the internal layout of the Roman 
fortress was very close to the medieval development of old Cairo.

It‘s possible that part of the diocletianic fortress may have func-
tioned as a kind of imperial residence or palace. It‘s also 
known that the central quarter of al-Fustat around the Mosque of 
´Amr was the preferred district for aristocratic residen-
ces form the very beginnings of al-Fustat. Thus the conquerors 
may simply have removed the north wall and annexed the 
former imperial quarter of the fortress for the use of their elite 
within the „new“ settlement north of the via principalis. This 
road would have made a logical dividing line for the extension of 
settlement, for its relationship to the bridge across the nile made it 
perhaps the most important route of the fortress. This link to 
the west bank of the nile was made even more important by the 
location at the western end of the bridge of an important and often 
overlooked part of al-Fustat, the fortified „suburb“ of Giza. 
The central part of the early medieval city became a quarry for the 
buildings of Cairo, and the former center of the elite of al-Fustat 
must have provided a rich harvest. That the churches of old Cairo 
survived this robbing is another indirect proof that the northern 
area of the fortress had been annexed for the use of the new Arab 
elite at the time of the Conquest, for unlike these former palaces, 
abandoned as the center of power moved northeast. 

DEVELOPMENT OF FUSTAT
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AL-AZHAR MOSQUE_970 AD

FATIMID EMPIRE_905-1168 ADFATIMID COINFoUndInG oF       

AL-QAHIRA
After the Abbasid conquest in 750, the Abbasids founded in the 
north of al-Fustat al-´Askar, a „royal“ or administrative 
area, deliberately distinct from the rest of the city. Two more of 
these seperate enclosures were founded to the northeast of al-Fustat 
during the next two hundered years. The second of these separate 
enclosures was al-Qata‘i‘, built by Ahmad ibn Tulun after 
he was sent from Baghdad to govern Egypt for the Abbasids in 
868. After this secession from Abbasid control, al-Qata‘i‘ became 
the capital of his own short-lived Tulunid dynasty. Its major 
features were the great palace of Ibn Tulun at the foot of the citadel 
rock and his mosque on the hill of Gebel Yashkur. Like the ear-
lier Abbasid satellite district of al´Askar, the area of al-Qata‘i‘ was, 
and this process was probably hastened by the destruction wrought 
on al-Qata‘i‘ during the Abbasid reconquest of Egypt in 905. The 
same fate did not, however, overtake the third royal enclosure, al-
Qahira, founded in 969 by the Shi‘a Fatimid dynasty from 

north Africa. This endured to become the core of medieval Cairo, 
the richest, most famed, and most populous city in Africa and the 
Middle East. The Fatimid conquest was accompanied by another 
large influx of population, this time from the Maghreb countries, 
including large numbers of Jews. during the Fatimid period 
the main road within the walled enclosure of al-Qahira, the Qasa-
ba, now became the successor to the ancient land route beside 
the canal running north from Old Cairo and the Roman 
fortress. The walls of al-Qahira therefore not only protected the 
caliph and his court, but also defended al-Fustat against attack from 
the north. As al-Muqaddasi writes in 985:
 
...the castle of the government occupies the center of the town...
it is situated on the great route to Sham [Syria/Palestine] and no 
one can get to Fustat via any other way, because the two towns are 
located between the mountain and the river.      

AL-QAHIRA

 45 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



AYYUBIdS_1168-1341 Ad

settlement

royal district

main street

trade

harbor

agriculture

ship route

islamic

coptic

ruins

pottery kilns

today‘s riverbank

abandoned area

mountain

water

 46 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



settlement

royal district

main street

trade

harbor

agriculture

ship route

islamic

coptic

ruins

pottery kilns

today‘s riverbank

abandoned area

mountain

water

CITADEL_1176-1183 AD

AYYUBID EMPIRE_1168-1341 ADAYYUBID COIN

Surviving medieval buildings of old Cairo show evidence of ha-
ving undergone a major program of rebuilding between 
the tenth and mid-eleventh century. Devastating earthquakes 
known to have occurred in the second half of the ninth century 
may also have been a factor in the rebuilding operations at 
the end of the ninth century.
For much of al-Fustat, the building boom that began with the 
Fatimid conquest and continued into the first half of the eleventh 
century. Decline and abandonment from the 1070s onward 
turned the southern and eastern parts of the city into a wasteland 
for a thousand years. The parts of the city along the river 
were never abandoned.
The end of al-Fustat was effectively recognized by a 1072 edict 
of the vizier Badr al-Gamali, which allowed the citizens of 
Cairo to remove building material from the abandoned parts of the 
city. From the end of the eleventh century al-Fustat was extensi-

vely robbed for building material, and over almost a thousand years 
much of it became a vast dumping ground used for indus-
trial activities and occcupied only by squatters. Although the areas 
of the city to the north and east of the Roman fortress were largely 
abandoned, part of the ruin field was enclosed in the Ayyubids‘s 
great project to create al-Qahira al-Mahrusa (the Well-Pro-
tected) at the end of the twelfth century by building a wall around 
the entire city.  The wall enclosing al-Fustat also carried an aque-
duct supplying the Citadel of Cairo, built by the Ayyubids 
as the new seat of royal power. 
The „Burning of al-Fustat“ in 1168 was  to prevent it falling 
into Crusader hands. After the abandonment of al-Fustat indus-
trial activity increased in scale and importance, when its ruin 
heaps became a convenient location (downwind of medieval Cairo) 
for noxious industrial installations such as pottery kilns, lime kilns, 
and tanneries.

DECLINE AND ABANDONMENT
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MAMLUK And oTToMAn_1341-1805 Ad
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The events of the 11th century and the abondonment of al-Fustat 
left Old Cairo physically isolated from the new center, but 
this did not stop ist subsequent development from being shaped 
by the same political and economic conditions that underpinned 
urban formation processes in the rest of the medieval city.
The presence of ist churches and ist proximity of the river ensu-
red that old Cairo was not abandoned in the same way. The an-
cient strategic importance from old Cairo was also reinforced by 
the construction of another citadel on the southern end of 
the island of Roda in 1240 and it continued to be used as 
the seat of power till 1280. This two together defined old Cairo 
in the medieval period, and in fact continued to do so until they 

were effectively isolated from each other by the construction of the 
Cairo-Railway in the 19th century.
The Mamluk period also saw a number of setbacks to the deve-
lopment of the city. The arrival of the Blach Death or crop 
failures in the 14th century.
one of the most important influences on the landscape was the 
canal excavated in 1324. The reasons fort he sliting-up of the earlier 
medieval channel, ist shift westward, and the creation of the Bulaq 
sandbank can all be linked to the narrowing of the Roda 
channel. This caused an waning importance of the harbor of old 
Cairo from the 14th century onward and ist replacement as the 
main port of the city by Bulaq.

IMPORTANT INFLUENCES
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dEVELoPMEnT oF FUSTAT_500 BC-905 Ad

EARLIEST SETTLEMEnT_500 BC RoMAn_100-641 Ad

- strategic point between Upper and Lower Egypt

- trade route by land

- agriculture

- military base to control the Eastern Roman border

- canal connecting the Nile with the Red Sea

- grain supply for Rome
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dEVELoPMEnT oF FUSTAT_500 BC-905 Ad

ARAB ConQUEST_641-750 Ad ABBASId_750-905 Ad

- building of the first mosque in Africa

- Fustat got the Capital of  Egypt

- canal mouth is set to the north

- city center shifts north along the via Praetoria

- huge increase of population

- trade routes by land and water
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dEVELoPMEnT oF FUSTAT_905-2010 Ad

FATIMId_905-1168 Ad AYYUBId_1168-1341 Ad

- gated Royal district called Al-Qahira

- first abandonment east of the former fortress

- the Christians are treated well by new rouler

- burning of Fustat and Saladin moves to the Citadel

- Al-Qahira gets opened to the people

- Fustat is dumping site for Cairo

- pottery kilns in ruins of former Fustat

 54 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



dEVELoPMEnT oF FUSTAT_905-2010 Ad

oTToMAn_1341-1805 Ad TodAY_2010 Ad

- Bulaq in the northwest is the new harbor

- Fustat is totally abandonned

- pottery and other crafts are situated in ruins

- one of the only free spaces in Greater Cairo

- tourism is booming

- pottery is becoming less a everyday craft and 

move to tourist good

- potential for new cultural center of Cairo

- informal areas are going to be relocated

- gated Coptic center
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PRoGRAMM oF SURVEY And RESToRATIon 19 

SKETCH OF OLD CAIRO AT THE END OF THE 19TH CENTURY

FUSTAT

SALADIN‘S AQUEDUCT
PYRAMIDS

ABANDONNED AREA
SOUTHERN CEMETERIES

PANORAMA OF THE CITY SHOWING THE CITADEL_1908
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SALADIN‘S CITADEL MOSQUE OF MUHAMMAD ALI PASHA

WESTERn InTEREST
In 1789 Napoleon captured 
Egyt from this it follwos an increa-
sing interess of the West for Egypt. The 
Egyptolgy became a speciality.
By 1889, the founding of the rail-
way brought more visitors to the long 
abandoned area of Fustat.
The railway visually and physically 
dislocated the area 

from the nile, with which it had been 
inextricably associated since Roman 
times. The frequent maps of the area 
made from this period onward reveal 
the rapid expansion of the Christian 
cemeteries all around the north east of 
the site, a product of easier access and the 
renewed image of old Cairo as an urban 
pillgrimage center.
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OTTOMAN HOUSES TO THE NORTH OF ABU SERGA, TODAY DEMOLISHED_1984
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PANORAMIC PHOTOGRAPH OF OLD CAIRO_1911

COMITÉ DE CONSERVA-
TION DES MONUMENTS 
DE L‘ART ARABE

The Comité carried out an extensive sur-
vey of old Cairo in 1896-97 as a prelude to 
the registration of a number of its churches as 
listed monuments. From the beginning of its 
work in old Cairo, however, the approach of 
the Comité was to remove subsequent accre-
tions and return these buildings to what was 
considered to be their „orginal“ state.
The Comité’s structures on returning the 
buildings to an idealized orginal state inevi-
tably required extensive rebuilding. This 
in turn created an ethic of restoration that 
has continued to this day and has impact 
heavily on the authenticity of the 
buildings.
old Cairo shows a situation common to 
many of the archaeological sites and monu-
ments of Egypt, faced with the conflicting 
agendas of tourism and restoration, 
as well as the wider context of the beginning 
of the 21th century. 
one of the most positive signs ist he growing 
awarness and appreciation of the material 
culture of Christian Egypt.
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CASESTUdIES In oLd CAIRo
LATE 19TH CEnTURY
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HAnGInG CHURCH

20m

GROUND PLAN OF THE HANGING CHURCH

The restoration of the Hanging Church was 1880 already in 
progress. It has been thoroughly „restored“. The wall surfaces seem 
to be all quite new, the marble pillars have been scoured, the wood 
screens moved and the whole place thoroughly rearranged. With 
the most unstinting liberality nakhle Bey has gone far to destroy 

in three or four years a monument which has stood the brunt of 
centuries. The restoration had indeed replaced much of the 
fabric church. The Comité concentrated their activities around 
the Church from 1896 onward on excavating and exposing the 
South Gate of the Roman fortress.
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< 1890 TODAY

SOUTHERN GATE OF THE ROMAN FORTRESS_1896
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HAnGInG CHURCH

20m

SECTION THROUGH THE HANGING CHURCH AND THE SOUTHERN ROMAN GATE
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INTERIOR OF HANGING CHURCH_1897
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HAnGInG CHURCH

AXONOMETRY SHOWING THE HANGING CHURCH AND THE ROMAN STRUCTURES
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HANGING CHURCH_TODAY
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ABU SERGA

GROUND PLAN OF ABU SERGA

20m

In the Church of Abu Serga the involvement of the Comité 
began in 1897. A number of modifications were carried out to 
„disengage“ the church from its surroundings.
After 1919, restoration work in the church appears to have been 
more modest. In 1950 repairs to the roof and the masonry 

supporting the roof timbers were carried out and in 1951 new 
stone tiles were laid on the roof and in the church, work that was 
followed in 1953 by the construction „in old brick“ of the south 
parapet wall.
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< 1890 TODAY

ENTRANCE TO THE CRYPT OF ABU SERGA
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ABU SERGA

MEDIEVAL WOODEN ROOF STRUCTURE IN ABU SERGA_1897
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PAINTED FIGURES OF SAINTS ON THE COLUMNS OF THE SOUTH SIDE OF THE NAVE IN ABU SERGA
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ABU SERGA

AXONOMETRY OF ABU SERGA AND THE FORMER CANAL WALL OF TRAJAN
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ENTRANCE TO ABU SERGA_TODAY
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BEn EZRA SYnAGoGUE

AXONOMETRY WITH THE BEN EZRA SYNAGOGUE AND THE ROMAN BARACKS

Restoration of a synagogue, whose foundations date back to 
an 11th century synagogue, which was demolished, to rebuild 
the present sanctuary in 1892. Traditional methods and 
materials were used in the restoration and new ele-

ments were introduced only as a means of correcting structural 
faults. The work included: a new stone cornice, replication of 
the frieze, replacement of the masonry, and reinforcement of the 
concrete walls.
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BEN EZRA SYNAGOGUE_TODAY

< 1890 TODAY
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ST. GEoRGE CHURCH

20m

GROUND FLOOR PLAN OF THE NORTHERN ROUND TOWER

ROMAN STRUCTURES

CHURCH STRUCTURES

The Greek orthodox Church of St. George was destroyed 
by a disastrous fire in 1904. Befor the constraction of the 
church, the consolidation of the basement took place. 

The building campaign of the new church began in 1909 and 
involved the construction of the present rotunda on a con-
crete slab forming a platform over the Roman tower.
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PANORAMIC PHOTOGRAPH OF PART OF OLD CAIRO_AFTER DISASTROUS FIRE 1904

< 1890 TODAY
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SECTION THROUGH THE NORTHERN ROUND TOWER AND THE THE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH OF ST. GEORGE

20m
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THE NORTHERN ROMAN ROUND TOWER (RIGHT) AND THE 1940 ARCADE, LOOKING EAST
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AXONOMETRY OF THE NORTHERN ROUND TOWER AND THE ST. GEORGE CHURCH ON TOP
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ST. GEORGE_TODAY
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ABU SERGAHAnGInG CHURCH

BUILT ON FORMER SOUTHERN GATE BUILT ON FORMER CANAL

ROMAN CHURCH < 1890 TODAY ROMAN CHURCH < 1890 TODAY
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ST. GEoRGE CHURCHBEn EZRA SYnAGoGUE

BUILT ON FORMER BARACK / WALL BUILT ON FORMER TOWER

ROMAN EARLY CHURCH < 1890 ROMAN EARLY CHURCH < 1890 TODAYTODAY
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 GROWTH OF INFORMALITY
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    Growth of informality
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The 1979 Egypt–Israel Peace Treaty In-
fitah globeralisation and the IMF

The Egypt–Israel Peace Treaty was signed in Washington, dC 
on the 26th of March 1979, following the 1978 Camp david 
Accords, which were signed by Egyptian President Anwar 
El Sadat and Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin, and 
were witnessed by United States President Jimmy Carter. The 
main features of the treaty were the mutual recognition 
of each country by the other, the cessation of the state of 
war that had existed since the 1948 Arab-Israeli War, and the 
complete withdrawal by Israel of its armed forces and civilians 
from the rest of the Sinai Peninsula which Israel had captured 
during the Six-day War in 1967. The agreement also provided 
for the free passage of Israeli ships through the Suez Canal.
After the Peace treaty, the US began economic and mi-
litary aid to Egypt, and political backing for its subsequent 
governments.

The Infitah (Arabic: „open door) was Egyptian President An-
war Sadat‘s policy of „opening the door“ to private invest-
ment in Egypt.

The IMF (International Monetary Fund) is an organization 
formed with a stated objective of stabilizing international 
exchange rates and facilitating development through the 
enforcement of liberalising economic policies on 
other countries as a condition for loans, restructuring or aid.

1973: Infitah
-private Investment
-liberalisation 

1979:

 
The Egypt-Isreal Peace

 
Treaty

-USA economic aid
1990: IMF

-Globeralisation
-global capital

Egypt turns to the West

Egypt
Fustat:
-tourism
-restauration
-informality
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From 1980 on old Cairo has become the focus of atten-
tion for number of groups with widely differing and at times 
conflicting agendas. Tourism and differing interpreta-
tions of heritage management have now been added to 
the traditional mix of business, religion, and politics as ele-
ments in the modern making of old Cairo.

The higher profile brought by increased visitor numbers 
and also the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty has contributed, not 
only to regular cycles of „restoration“ on the monuments, but 
also to the formation of a restoration industry that is by 
now firmly established in and around old Cairo.

oLd CAIRo: 
RESToRATIon IndUSTRY

„Comité“

1900 1970 2000

Aga Khan
British

Supreme Council 
of Antiquities

Egyptian

American

Egyptian
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InFLUEnCE on oLd CAIRo
Before the dams were built, the River nile flooded each 
year during late summer. These floods brought high wa-
ter and natural nutrients and minerals that annually 
enriched the fertile soil along the floodplain and delta, what 
made the nile valley ideal for farming. Because floods vary, 
in high-water years, the whole crop might be wiped out, while 
in low-water years widespread drought and famine occasio-
nally occurred. As Egypt‘s population grew and conditions 
changed, both a desire and ability developed to control the 
floods, and thus both protect and support farmland and the 
economically important cotton crop. With the reservoir 
storage provided by these dams, the floods could be lessened, 
and the water could be stored for later release.
The completion of Aswan High dam ended annual inunda

tion of the nile. This and other changes to the groundwater 
regime of old Cairo brought about by the huge expansion 
of informal settlements over the former ruin heaps of 
al-Fustat leads to an increase in groundwater levels of 
around 2 meters and flooding of the monuments of old 
Cairo.
Between 2000 and 2006 construction activities in old Cairo 
were greatly increased by the activities of Contract 102, the 
USAId-funded Cairo Wastewater organization (CWo) 
project aimed at lowering the groundwater level in a 
number of selected locations:
orthodox Church St. George, the Roman tower in the garden 
of the Coptic Museum, the crypt of Abu Serga Church, and 
the Ben Ezra Synagogue.
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UPGRAdInG PRoJECT
MUGAMMA‘ AL-AdYAn

MonA ZAKARIA, 2001

WHY THE PROJECT STARTED
The old Cairo development Project, Mugamma‘El Adyan was con-
ceived with the aim of revitalizing an area of great impor-
tance to the three religions interwoven in the history of Egypt. 
When the project started, it was inhabited by a predominantly mus-
lim population (92%) and one of the poorer quarters of Cairo. For 
centuries, it had been left to grow haphazdly and without adequate 
services.
The project included the construction of public utility buil-
dings of which to date, the Suq El Fustat, the Bus Terminal, and 
the Fire Station, have been completed as well as the reconstruction 
of five kilometers of fences and the upgrading of some 350 hou-
ses and shops.
The project was co-sponsored by the Ministry of Tourism 
and the Governorate of Cairo it is a rare example of positive 
cooperation between governmental institutions. The main challen-
ge that this area deserved special treatment and that forms and 
shapes and as much as the budget allowed materials should be 
in line with the spirit of Tradition.

A STYLE FOR THE LOCAL PEOPLE
The architecture of the Suq is inspired from that of similar me-
dieval institutions. It consists of covered alleys lined with shops, 
drawing light and air from two central courtyards and a combi-
nation of arcaded windows and aeration wents. This plan is well 
adapted to the hot arid climate of Egypt, but required persuation to 
be accepted by the sponsors.
The inhabitants of the area also needed convincing as they resented 
traditional architecture. For them -as well as for all resi-
dents of the historic quarters of Cairo- it was associ-
ated with poverty and underdevelopment. Irrespective 
of her own likings, the idea of imposing on the people a style they 
found repulsive was unacceptable to the architect, Mona Zakaria. 
It was of vital importance, since they were meant to use it, that the 
people would be able to relate positively to the buil-
ding. It took a lot of efforts to build the trust needed to convince 
them that a transposition of traditional architecture fitted with 
„modern“ convenience was to their advantage.

FIRE STATION

POLICE STATION_BEFORE UPGRADING

POLICE STATION_AFTER UPGRADING

BUS STATION

 94 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



– 95 –

 95 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



PRESEnT SITUATIon
OVERVIEW

 INFORMAL
 PLANNED
 LEISURE
 MELTING POT

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



METRoPoLITAn CAIRo

16km

 98 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



FUSTAT

 1 km
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heterogenous urban structure
    overview
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STAKEHoLdER

GATEd BY GoVERnMEnT HoUSInG oF LoCAL PEoPLEBUS  WITH  ToURISTS
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no connection between adjacencies
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The different areas are very  close together. 
The restorated touristic part lies just next 
to the squattered houses of the informal 
areas. Although the adjacencies are next to 
each other no connection exist.
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The local people create their own econo-
mic structures. one part of this is the pro-
ducing of their own food. Each family is 
doing one specific part of this production. 
By the abcence of bakeries, restaurants 
etc. the selling takes place on the street. 
The fact that street names have their ori-
gin in the foodseller‘s name (e.g. the place 
ofMary) shows how important this local 
economy is for the people living in this 
districts.
The public services are another part of this 
local economy. However they are closer 
to the regional economy, the service takes 
place in the streets. In wooden extensions 
to the houses the people  create on their 
own some improvised shops and sell the 
products with nearly no margin to the 
other dwellers.

PUBLIC SERVICES
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The schools form a very important bran-
ch of the public services, for the local peo-
ple but also for the government, which is 
interessed in the education of the poorest 
people, to create a higher future standard 
of the country. The interest of the govern-
ment is shown by the building of huge 

school complexes in the center of infor-
mal areas. nevertheless there are not only 
this governemental schools, but also some 
schools builded by private organisations in 
the existing buildingstructures of the area.

EdUCATIon
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important for government to reach the local people
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The religion takes an important part in 
the live of the dwellers in the informal 
areas. They are proud to have their own 
mosques and churches, which are all in 
a very good building condition. For the 
people the religion is the hope for a better 
life. In comparison to this the government

is interested in the religion to have the 
possibility to communicate in an indirect 
way with the people via the religious lea-
der of the specific community.

RELIGIoUS LIFEimportant for government to reach the local people
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one of the most historic housing areas in Cairo
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This is one of the most historic housing 
areas in Egypt and dates nearly back to the 
arab conquest in 641 Ad. Although the 
area always since this time has been used 
as housing area, the constructions aren‘t 
as old as they look. Most of the buildings 
aren‘t older than 50 years. The original 
structures are added by extensions built 
individually by the dwellers themselves.
In recent time the buildings near to old 
Cairo have been upgraded or the facade 
has been masked (it isn‘t known exactly) 
to give a better image to the area for the 
visiters who come to see the churches. But 
in region where the visiters rarely go the 
government doesn‘t care about the con-
dition of the houses. So only the border 
houses are lifted up for the visiters, who 
aren‘t pleased to see some garbage on the 
street and buildings in bad conditions.

AL-ESHAASH
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Between the two areas of Al Seheale and Al-
Eshaash a highway has been placed by the 
government. This highway now separates 
the two areas, now only connected by one 
little pedestrian bridge. It shows how the
government doesn‘t really care about 
the informal areas, for them the informal

nevertheless the people of Seheelae and 
Koum al Ghorab don‘t really mind about 
this street, because most of the time they 
stay anyway in their district. This leads to a 
very social control in the area. one result 
out of this is, that the criminality rate in 
the informal areas is much deeper than in 
other more formal parts of Cairo.

AL-ESHAASH
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fear to get moved away
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The people in Seheale are extremly 
afraid to have to leave this place, to 
give the government the possibility to 
build some lucrative houses instead 
of the informal housings. The fear to 
get moved away is rised by a new 
pottery center (Al-Fawakheer) direct-
ly next to Seheale.

AL-SEHEALE
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the informal pottery center
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AL-SEHEALE

The biggest part of the local economy is the 
traditional production of pottery, with the 
technic which already the Pharaons used 
to use. This branch is well integrated in the 
regional economy. The goods, produced in 
here are  partly sold in the tourist shops in 
old Cairo and partly exported to Egypt.

The pottery is one of the reasons why 
the informal areas around old Cairo 
grew.  Because the people wanted to live 
near their pottery kilns (since the Fati-
mids located in the ruins of Al-Fustat). 
So they just created their own houses 
near the place they worked. And within 
a short time a huge part of the former 
waste land was used for informal housing.
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partly upgraded informal area
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In Al Malek Saleh upgraded buildings 
are facing original informal structu-
res. The wealth of this area is high-
er than the one in the other informal 
areas around Old Cairo. Nearly every 
family has its own car. The governe-
ment is highly interested in the image 
of Al Malek Saleh, because its the 
area where the tourist mostly come, 
because there is a coptic monastry 
located in there and its directly facing 
the main entrance to Old Cairo and 
the mosque of Amr.

AL MALEK SALEH
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Most of the people living in Al Malek 
Saleh are either working in the tourist 
business or in the car reperation service. 
People from the richer parts of Cairo are 
bringing their car to Al Malek Saleh to 
fix it. As the money comes to this area, is 
giving the people the opportunity to up-
grade their homes or to buy their own car.

AL MALEK SALEH
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This area is located between the planned 
district of El Gedida and al Fawakheer, the 
pottery center under construction. Being 
surrounded by newly planned structures 
increases the fear of the people that the 
area is going to be demolished for new pl-
anned buildings. This fear is slightly higher 
than in the other informal areas.

BATn AL BAQARA
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The local economy in Batn al Baqaraa 
doesn‘t consist the pottery craft. never-
theless there are other crafts which could 
be exported to greater Cairo or even to 
whole Egypt. It‘s the craft of making fur-
nish out of the wood of sugarcane.

An other activity of the people is the recy-
cling of garbage. With the organic garbage 
they produce some food for their animals.
They collect the garbage from the greater 
region around old Cairo and bring it to 
Batn al Baqara to recycle it. It has not the 
same dimension as in Manshiet nasr, but 
it‘s a quite nice product for the govern-
ment, so they don‘t have to pay for garba-
ge collectors.

BATn AL BAQARA
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informality meets planned area
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Where informality meets the planned are-
as, big walls are constructed, to separate 
the poor people from the wealthier dis-
tricts. only small gates let the poor people 
come to the wealthier district for example 
to collect the carbage.

BATn AL BAQARA

 133 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



PLAnnEdDRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



 136 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



The new planned houses are totally diffe-
rent compared to the surrounded area. It 
is built on former informal area.

 137 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



 138 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Being planned by a general office all the 
houses in El-Gedida are looking  more or 
less the same. It‘s a big island between the 
new planned museum and the informality.

EL-GEdIdA
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highly speculative building boom
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nowadays they started to build bigger 
buildings due to a great demand for dwel-
lings in this area. 

EL GEdIdA
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missing of public space
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The public space planned by the organisa-
tion, in the center, was never carried out. 
The center is still unused, thats why it has 
no public activities today.   

EL GEdIdA
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due to the lack of public activities the 
streets are often empty. All the activities 
of the inhabitants are either taking place 
in their homes or somewhere outside the 
district.  

EL GEdIdA
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In the district of Fustat, there are three 
differnt parks and just one of them is used 
often by the local people.  

In order to make the city look nicer and 
the fact that Cairo had not much green 
space to government built three parks in 
Fustat. 

Although there is one park near the tou-
ristic spots in Fustat, there are almost not 
used by the tourists.  
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park to separate the informality
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MoSQUE PARK

This park is gated by two typs of walls. 
In front of the touristic buildings the wall 
consists of railings to open it the park but 
on the other hand they built a sloid brick 
wall to make sure to separate it from the 
informal buildings. 
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walls are climbed by children
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Althoug it seem, because of the solid wall, 
that the local people are not welcome, the 
park is just used by them, especially from 
kids.

MoSQUE PARK
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The Fustat Park is the most used park in 
this area, even though you have to pay to 
enter. 

FUSTAT PARK
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playground in the middle of the park
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The playground is may a reason, why this 
park is more used then the other parks

FUSTAT PARK
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west border
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FUSTAT PARK
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east border
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FUSTAT PARK
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school kids and couples are the main users
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FUSTAT PARK
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For the local people this area is used just 
for religious aim.

Because of the historic relevance the 
government is responsible for the security 
and also the maintenance, which in turn 
attrackts more tourists.

They are interested in the heritage of this 
multicultural area.
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first mosque on African continent
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As the first built mosque in Africa it has a 
special local value and is still daily used as 
a mosque.

Because of the mosques heritage the is 
keen to preserve its value as a touristic and 
public building.

AMR MoSQUE

The Amr mosque is compared to other 
mosques in Cairo not as impressive as 
they are and so the tourist rather visit the 
others than the Amr mosque.
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The mosque is also used to teach the Ko-
ran to the local people. Also several times 
in the years, there are thousands of peo-
ple  going together to the Amr mosque 
to pray.

Because the mosque is still in use, there 
are some people taking care of the buil-
ding. So the government doesn‘t have to 
care much about it.

AMR MoSQUE
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oLd CAIRo

The government is very concerned for 
the tourist‘s security.
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Some local people 
sell some souve-
nirs to the tourists.

For the confidence of the tourists the 
government invests into upgrading pro-
ject to improve the image of the area.

oLd CAIRo
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Inside the walls of old Cairo there are 
many souvenir shops for the tourists. The 
price is compared to other parts of Cairo 
extremely high. The tourists are very inte-
rested in buying some souvenirs to bring 
it back home. Whereas the local people 
don‘t have much money and another idea 
about consumption.
Because of this disparity there are two 
sorts of shops in old Cairo. on one hand 
the mentioned souvenir shops inside the 
walls and on the other hand markets out-
side the walls of old Cairo for the local 
people.

oLd CAIRo
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oLd CAIRo

Some occidental cafés are situated inside 
the old Cairo walls. The clientele is al-
most only consisted by the tourists. The 
local people never go inside the walls of 
old Cairo for a drink. They stay outside 
the walls in the maqhah (arabic for café) 
to drink a tea and smoke a shisha. In the 
arab world cafés are widespread and are 
amongst the social gathering places. So 
the local stay for their own in the cafés 
outside the wall and talk about the daily 
life and business and the tourist stay sepe-
rated inside the wall.
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oLd CAIRo

The only thing that connects the two 
stakeholders in old Cairo is the heritage. 
However the heritage is bringing the tou-
rists as well as the copts to old Cairo, the  
treatment with the heritage is completely  
diverse.
The tourists only go to the heritage be-
cause it seems ancient and the tourist 
guide strongly recommends to visit the 
old churches. After taking photos of the 
nice sujets the way leads back to the bus, 
waiting inside the wall to bring the them 
back to the hotel.
The counterpart are the Copts. They go 
to old Cairo to pray and life their reli-
gious life. So both groups are coming be-
cause of the heritage, but the way they use 
the heritage couldn‘t be more diversified.
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To attract more people to old Cairo the 
government and other organisations are 
investing into the restoration of the chur-
ches.

oLd CAIRo
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Built by the government to teach the craft 
of pottery, wood and metall work. This 
crafts are taught in a traditional way to 
students who come from all over Egypt.

FUSTAT 
TRAdITIonAL 

CRAFT CEnTER
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FUSTAT 
TRAdITIonAL 

CRAFT CEnTER

The craft center include some ateliers 
where different kind of artist work to-
gether. The other part of the center are 
the display rooms, where the visitor is 
brought to to sell the produced goods.
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ARTVILLAGE

Because the plastic industry took over 
more and more the daily life products 
from the pottery craft, the pottery craft 
has to find a new market. So the idea from 
pottery as art developed. In the early years 
of the 21st century a new pottery center 
was opened, the art village, offering 30 
potterymakers an atelier, where they can 
work under human conditions.
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The art village not only produces pottery, 
but there is also  an art scene, like pein-
tures, sluptors, contemporary artists etc. 
Every Atelier has its own little gallery to 
show the produced things to the guest, so 
that it can directly be sold.

ARTVILLAGE

 191 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



 192 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



...is a contemporary art and culture cen-
ter, it was founded in november 2008 by 
Moataz nasr, a painter, sculptor and mul-
ti-media artist. It is a registered non-profit 
organization with the mission of being 
a trampoline to advance the burgeoning 
contemporary art movement in Egypt.
By engaging the center tries to tie down 
the wall between the poor local people 
and  the upper class with the pureness of 
art.
However this mission the government is 
very suspicious about this booming cen-
ter. In some cases they prevent happe-
nings, by thinking it is dangerous for the 
security of the country.
With the upgrading of the area more and 
more tourists are visiting dharb 17 18. It 
has a big future potential.

dHARB 17 18
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A new pottery center is under construc-
tion, between Batn al Baqara and Seheale. 
But the work on the buildings have been 
stopped for unknown reasons. But there 
are some whispers that they forgot to in-
clude the producing halls in the plans and 
that the center, because of this fault never 
will be opened.

AL FAWAKHEER
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Although the pottery center is unfinished, 
they already sell some pottery beside the 
street.

AL FAWAKHEER
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FUTURE  VISIonS
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF EGYPTIAN CIVILIZATION

 GOVERNMENTAL

?
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It is the first museum showing the who-
le history of Egypt. The reason choosing 
this site for building the museum was the 
unique situation, located in the center of 
the most important historic buildings in 
Cairo. on top of the museum a panorama 
view to all this heritage is planned.

nMEC_nATIonAL                           

MUSEUM oF EGYPTIAn               

CIVILIZATIon
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The working in the garden of the Muse-
um are under construction. The nMEC 
is going to be opened in Summer 2011. 

nMEC_nATIonAL                           

MUSEUM oF EGYPTIAn               

CIVILIZATIon
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As today already can be seen, the museum 
will be totally enclosed by a gate, to make 
sure that not every person can enter.

nMEC_nATIonAL                           

MUSEUM oF EGYPTIAn               

CIVILIZATIon

 205 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



 206 DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



The ruins between the national Museum 
of Egyptian Civilization and old Cairo 
are the only original remains of Fustat. 
Lying for around a thousand years under 
several meters of garbage, the ruins were 
protected until the first excavation took 
place around 1850.

RUInS
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The archaeological site is the biggest in-
nercity free space of Metropolitanian Cai-
ro. In the next years the government has 
to deside how to treat this archaeological 
heritage.

RUInS
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Unique location:

between important 
historic and touris-
tic places
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GoVERnMEnTA PLAnInGS

FUTURE SITUATIon 
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4 &5 star
Hote

Connectinc 
NMEC with 

Old Cairo 
and Mosque
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Investment opportunities availab-

le:

1 - National museum of Egytian 

civilization

GoVERnMEnTA PLAnInGS

FUTURE SITUATIon 
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WHERE IS FUSTAT?

ABANDONMENT

BURNING OF FUSTAT

FUSTAT REMAINS OF FUSTAT

LAST TRACES OF ORIGINAL FUSTAT
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RESTORATION

LOSE OF AUTHENTICITY

OLD CAIRO AS AN IMAGE OF FUSTAT

COPTIC CAIRO
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dISPLACEMEnT oF LoCAL PEoPLE (InFoRMALITY)
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£E

MAR GIRGIS STREET BEFORE UPGRADING PROJECT_1979

MAR GIRGIS STREET AFTER UPGRADING PROJECT_TODAY
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FUSTAT AS dISnEYLAnd

Heritageland

Archiologicalpark

Hotels

Historical Theme Park

discoveryland

ROLLERCOASTING TRHOUGH THE RUINS OF AL-FUSTAT

REGION AROUND OLD CAIRO AS THEMEPARKTHEMEPARKS IN A DISNEYLAND
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discoveryland

OLD CAIRO AS DISNEYLAND  IF THE GOVERNMENT LAYS ITS FOCUS JUST  ON THE MONEY
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