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SITUATION THDA‘I'

demegraphies and develog

When we look at the development of Basel-5tadi we can see that
the city is shrinking and, until recently, doing so quite dramati-
cally. Basel compared to the other major cities in Switzerand it is
naficeable that the income per capita is the highast of all, Bassl
has a lot of qualities and s an attractive place fo ve. Basel-Stadt
is a wery dens city and because of increase of living surface per
person mare housing is neaeded especially of good standard for
familizs. Also a reason of moving out seems to be & lack in supply
of one-family homes, with 4 rooms or more. The people spread to
the surrounding communities and in doing so decreasing income
(tax and spenditure) and incresss the suburbanisation of the land
surrcunding Bassl-Stadt, with its consequences like high traffic.
This last point has proved tself to be 8 negative influsnce an both
econamy and life-qualkty and is a point that is a problem in many
regions of Switzerdand (i.e. Aargau).
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BASELS APPROACH
o the situation

To stop the shrinking of the population in Basel-5tadt, the
city council, together with private parties, staried a ra-
search into possible ways to enhance the lving situation
in Basel-5tadi In 1289 the "Konsenskonferenzen-pro-
gram” was started from which several conclusions con-
cerning demographics in relation fo housing were made.
From this research a seres of projects were inifiated.
The project starled as a consensus conference with civil-
ians, politicians and experts participating. In this phase
the group of people was at its largest and consisted of
800 participants. After this phase a selection of people
and experis went on to work with the cufcomes of the
consensus conference and from this projects were cre-
ated.

The project created for the creation of new housing was
named LogisBale. LogisBale is a cooperation betwesn
the city and project-developers with the goal to create a
rnwtual 5000 living-units in 10 years. The project had its
kick-off im 2001 and is predominanthy focused on reviving
and densifying existing sites.

Just recently the Logisbale crganization released its
'Half-time' report. At the moment the project has pro-
duced 1750 living-units and, according fo its own re-
search and the Bundesamit fur Statistic, has diminished
the decrease in population of Basel-Stadt.

The existing projects and sites will, after completion,
supphy an amournt of 3000 living-units, kkaving 2000 more
units to be developed. The organization is still lcoking for
suitable locations...



LogisBale
Halftime repart of the praject

Rheinufer Wohnumfeld

Ot of the ambitions of the Aktionsprogramms
the city has inftlated other projecis that co-
hera with the characterisfcs and location of
ihe slie. The project =<Rheinwer=- Intends io
develop the ciy and pubile Ivelness fram the
Rnineguay Inta the cRy, meaning a Iety and
developed Rhineshore The project “Wohnum-
nas a budget to ncrease the
stangard of the sireets and the publlc spaces
surmaundng the Iving-arsas.
Buoth these projects can be Implemeniedpro-
jected with ralative ease fo the Hamll ske



BASEL AND INDUSTRY

Whereas other Eurgpean cities have the tendency fo

rmowe imdustry cut of the city core and use these grounds

for new developments, Bassls imdustry situation is dif-

ferant. The industry is still lecated in, or on the edge of

the city and instead of decreasingin size, it s actually

growing. The Life science industry also uses old industry

ground to expand their headquarters and creale campses

on these sites.

So withouwt the possibility of massive re-use of former X
industry-grounds the city of Basel has {o create other "
strategies to increases residential living surface.
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SURROUNDING ELEMENTS

We find that the perimeter is in behaeen different elements, both
natural and buill. The site or area is on a plans that is wedged
batwesen the Rhine and the Homfels in the middle of the kanton
Basel-Stadt and the town of Righen. The plane is occupied by
scatiered low-density programs without any direct relation o
each other.

Besides a few profectad green areas the perimeter is the only
unurbanised ar=a in the whaole canton B5. The gresn areas on
and around the permeter are a mixture of cultivated, natural
and protected green patches.

Morth of the lecation we have the protected groundwater exfrac-
tion area and public park of Langs Erlen.

To the East lies the Homifels of which the forest on the hill is the
one of the extended limbs of the schwarzwarld which straiches
out to the Morth. The hill is a profected green area where no
building is allowed.

O the flat plane in betwaen lie the rural residential complexes
Baemlihof and Spitalmatien both of which are monumental and
profected.

Furthermore the plane is also occupied by a collection of sporis
complexes and family gardens, which take up the most surface.
Located at the foot of the Homfels is the monumenial graveyard
of Hamli, with its 55 ha it is still the largest graveyard of Switzer-
land.

Tha Rhine is the most characteristic aspect of the perimeter.
Tha gquay has a South aorentafion which provides the perfect cir-
cumstances for possible developments. The gauy has a vertical
distance to the water of approsamataly & metres and the level

is controlled by the Birsfelden Powerstation. The Rhinequay is
profected and now contains fishing huts and a rowing club.

In between Harnli and Birsfelden is the Birs-Island. The Island is
at present used only by joggers and the occcasicnal pedestrian.
Located on the island are the sluices and the powerstation. The
Powerstation is still in use and provides the city with eleciricity.
A large potantial in all elements is unmistakably present and a
reconfiguration and re-development of specific functions and
programs hat wowd serde Homli and Birsfelden is a thowght
that springs o mind immediately.
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URBAN SITUATION

The void reaches from Weil, in Germany, all the way to i ! . - . e

. g - ] L
the Rhine. In the plan we can see the scattered buildings ] .‘f' ! 1;51 .I-‘ a‘\' - 'If
and the allotmentgarden-sheds as gap fillers. the com- i ;" %"-. 1 = v !
pletely empty parts are; the fislds around Basumlihof, the “-" ; = : i
sporisfields and, to the north, Lange Eren. -







DRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel



DRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel



2
== —
S| e

AT
......

DRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel



DRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel



GREEN & REC
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FRANCE

THE RHINE AND THE CITY

Mext fo being the most characterstic feature in the

city, the most important elements of Basel are also to
be found at the edges of the River. The Muenster, the
bridges, the promenades and of course the ports and
campuses of Movartis and Rioche are all very present at
the riverside and shape the character of the Rhine and

the city.
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GERMANY
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POTENTIALS & ELOCKERS

The site spreads itself out over the horizontal plane at the river
and is at the edge of the first plateau which leads up fo the moun-
tain. Om the plateau we, respectively, find the following: A high-=nd
residential area in Righen and south of that; the graveyard, which
spreads fo the german border on the south, and on the german
side we find a mid-range residential area. Both the graveyard and
the Righen housing continue up the mountain up until where the
gets steeper and geis more difficult fo develop on.



Intention

Potantial
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CONCEPT OF ALLOTMENTGAR

Cfficial fext of the Brochure fo promote allotment gardens in
Family gardens are spare time gardens. Would you like to
garden where you and your family spend your free time in the

and relax in & children friendly and companionable atrmosphe
Free time on family gardans allow to young and elder people

cateh a distance to the hectic of every day life.

Here everyone can enjoy his leisure time in nature among his
imaginations.

Bacauss you're not abligated to cultivate your garden, you ca
adjust your investrment of time the way you like. Who doesn't
to plant, just sits comfortable with frizsnds on his perch far a ¢
A lot of families do bbg, play with their kids or show them how
plant vegetable and then fo harvest them. These is a fascinat
activity for all generations.
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[HIS]STORY OF ALLOTMENTGARDENS IN BASEL

1815 after WWI Ba-
s&|l has owver 3400
gardens of the Kan-
ton and 5000 private

1918 it is dopy-  Dor0enS

mented that an
equivalent of owver
Trmillicn SWiss-
franks is produced
in  allotmentgar-
dens and products
are necessary for

1813 B4328m2 of the alimentaficn of
land are used for tha cifizens

allotmentgardens
"1 the city of Basel

1608 the women's
club of enhance-

ment of morality -!ti'i‘"'iﬁ

open 25 gardens

INDUSTRIALISATION LIVIMG



1844 amount of 1850 to 1870= Allotmentgardens 1870's to present
gardens are  re- change from nurishing and agricultural day the use of the
duced to G200 grounds info an extension of the urban allotmentgarden is
masily for con- house. The lack of private cutsidespace lo=sing its meaning
strucfing nesded in the livingtowers makes the allotment- and popularity

appartments garden o a beloved place of leiswre.

ancnymity in the
gardens

lack of young fam-
ilies a big part of
renfers are for-

1825 great un-
saourity of lease,
gardens can be
taken away with-
out compensation.
This leads to the
first Grossratsbe-
schluss  concem-
ing leasa of small
gardens

1835 durimg WA
even  sporthelds
are changed into
culfivated  fields.
The highest
amount of surface
used for allotment
gardens is record-
ed after the war.
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unplanted  more
and more parcels
are not used as
gardens anyrnore

Leasing pericds
are sinkimg a bot of
leasers cancel the
contract after 1-3

YEars

Irferests of peo-
ple iz shifting fres
time is spent very
various and the of-
fer is huge peopls
are changing their
activiies fast and
quit often for res-
sons like time lack.
A garden nesds 5
lot of time and this
ower a perod of
rnany years. Pub-
liz parks might ars
rmore  contempo-
rary.
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AVERAGE LEASE-PERIODS ON PARCELS

This statistic is based on individuals who cancelled their lease in 2005 that are the
only available numbers. Az already shown, also the number of individeals cancelling
the lease has increased over the last years dramafically. Most people move on fo
other activitizs within the first five years.

years amount
1-5 153 |
s-10 o0 I

1.1 s

.20 37

21-25 17 e

26 - 30 11 e

31-35 18 ]

36 - 40 16 I

41-as = [

46 - 50 7 [

51-55 7 B

56-75 7 [



1361 134

13T 271
1381 223
1391 268
2001 345

CANCELLED CONTRACTS 2006: 450

I, | 2006 4s0

Reactions fram the 5tG (Stadtgartnerei)

To respond to the changing circumstances the
administration of allotment gardens are coming up
with ideas to react upon smaller amounts of used
parcels. One topic is the greening of the arsas,

to create ecological compensation zones and to
provide refugees for bensficial organisms and
wanderpathes for them.

Another intention is o link greenspaces of the city
and make the areas more accessible to pedes-
trimns Tnnreate a more nark like sihuation with



WAYS OF REMOVAL/REPLACEMENT

Dwue to the fact that there is too much surface wused for allotment
gardens taday and according fo the studies it is very much likely that
this trend will confinue we propose three scenaros how it would be
possible to remove the allotmeant gardens in the Hamili area.

u RELOCATE

EALTERNATIVE

The City of Basel, as the cwner of the land in this case,
cancels the lease with the StG (garden depariment)
and according to the FGO (Familiengartenverorinung)
the 515 cancels their contracts with the leasers of the
parcels with a respite of 8 month.

The area hosts 854 leasers. By ca450 cancelled con-
fracts a year within two years t's possible fo dislocate
leasers fo free parcels in other areas without cancelling
any leases.

A combination of not renewed leases with allemative
concepts of spending leasuretime in the nature. Offer-
ing a good park with a garden part as example inter-
national gardens in Gemany. Include gardens in new
hiousing.
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VOID IN NUMBERS

What if we have a emply site of ocver 87 ha of land? Who owns i,
hoe cowld you organise a housing program on it. &s a first instru-
rment we analyse Basel and its neighbourhoods to its densitiss and
the aftached qualities.

The city of Basel owns owver 25% of the area. This can be sesn as
a great opporiunity. The citizens already own the land and it lowsrs
the cost of developrment.
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STRUCTURE AND DENSITY IN BASEL

Basel is a city with a very high density also in comparison to other international mei-
ropolitan areas. What does it mean if you live with 280 people on a sqguare of 100 of
a 100 meters? By walking through Matthdus you know of how an area with a density
that high feels like. Righen is the opposite with a density of arcund 70 it is a classic
one family housing zone.

GESAMTFLACHE 50,05 HA

ZONEN S - 6 20,08 HA

WOHNVOLUMEN B4TT5D MF

WOHNBEVOLKERUNG 15650 P

BEVOLKERUNGSDICHTE 3014 PHHA h__
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WETTSTEIN 139.7
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e
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Projected Densities
and Structures

How many apartments would that be?

For a first approximation ET,E h-ﬂ
and to imagine possible

structures for the total area

we insert known neighbouwr-

hoods of basel fo get a grasp

of what the site could be like

and how many apariment could fit in. In the following steps
we will overay the specific conditions of the site ke the
influence of the greens, sport facilities and buildingstruc-
tures that are worth fo conserve. We will go into more de-
tail on public space and public facilities, urban qualties and
infrastructurs. Encoogrporating these themes will off course
decrease density and we will end up with a lower number of
houses and people than these approdimations.
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SITE AS CONNECTOR

strueturing elements

By connecting and extending existing elements the over-
lay creates a new structure that binds the site to the city
and its surroundings. The new structure provides the nec-
essary qualities for a successful urban area. it supplies
connection to nature and city, public space, urban qualifies
and public facilities
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ZONING AND TYPOLOGIES

The development of the typolegy for the HEmli site betweaen the Rhine and the railroad
tracks, cam be done on this cut. How can the site react to the waterront, how can we al-

loww access to the water fo as many people as possible, which typologies can be thought
on that stripe.

For how many people could we provide housing an the Harmly? Which strategies couwld
work? We divide the area into three zones:

Bufier / Backbone

Imdusiry Middlepart Housing




EXAMPLE: 5314 inhab

7.8 Ha - Office / Industry

13.5 Ha e

Density: 0
0 Pers
N s |
I:;:I_lh"fhelr
28.3 Ha
Density: 100 E
2830 Pers
Urban \illas
(Malchower
13.8 Ha
Density: 180
2484 Pers

- -
_-;FI'\-'; = F
Efmealxe I

{Holzhafen
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TYPOLOGIES: EXAMPLES

For how many people could we provide housing on the Hérmby? Which strategies could
work? We divide the area info three zones and test differant typologies:

30rn N  S0m
1 nfra-Mega-Structure 2 Blocker
m (Amhem / UN Studio) m (Rotterdam § Arch Cig)
180m 140m

1 Patio House 2 Greenspace Rubix
m (Bomeo /Westd) m (Study / Seijima)

A0m a0m

#. | Fermeabie Bloc Waterhousing
I m " (Holzhafen | KCAP) mi> Sphinxes / Riedijk)



The backzone which provides the main infrastruciure

he middiepart the mainsurface for housing

The riverfront c

1
1
1
U |

o

3 green
m uiffar
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THE CONCEPT OF EORNEO

Borneo and Sporenburg are peninsulas in Amsterdam's Eastern
Harbowr Area where the WESTE office of Adriaan Geuze realized
gne of the most successfull contemporary urban housing projects
of the last decade. The assignment was fo realise high-density low
rise housing: one hundred units per hectare. Owver twenty architects
designed series of intedocking houses, each with their own ground-
bouwnd entrance.

BUILD-UP

T Carpet of patichouses

:ks relating fo cityscape

| public space
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URBAN LIVING

with pri 17

Cn 25 ha, in Bormneo 2500 housing units are conceived.
Half of the surface stays void and creates private outdoor-
space in a very urban confext.

In =ach house, fifty percent of the surface is devoted to
introveried gardens or patios, possibly comparible an al-
lotrment garden.

RETHINKING OLD STRUCTURES

&y s

houses

10 houses { ha

ouses [ ha

=20 100 houses [ ha



“4ch bin immer noch der Meinung, dass der Traum des
durchschnittlichen Schweizers das Einfamilienhaus ist.”

Martin Hofer, Wuest & Partner [MZZ 16.01.07; Bellage Immabllenbesirschatung]

QUTSIDE SPACE INSIDE



PATIOTYPOLOGIES: EXAMPLES

The pafichouse comes in different shapes and sizes.
Countless variations are possible, adapting to lifestyle, in-
come, needs, etc. All these different specications can be
met and placed together in the block-structure, creating a
rixed group of inhabitants in the same area.

DIMENSIONS AND ENTRANCES

———r4.20m

————5.30m

35m

—— 4 60m

23.5m

15m

e e e S
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ROWINGCLUB
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STEPS AND NUMBERS

The amounis of houses and apartments are given in the
steps that a possible development undergo. Phase one
is s2en as a beginning with the promenade and the main
central park complex and a first setting of howsing with the
=-bahin station and musewm as first facilities arownd.

A second step could be an extension of housing, infrod-
cung appartments for starfers or WGE's. The connection to
Birsfelden is made by the public fransport bridge and fur-
ther large-scale buildings complete the "slemenis on the
Rhine' concept.

Phase three introduces commerce and industry to create
a mix of living and working. This step can be sesn as an
extension of a business-axzis starting from the Roche cam-
pus. The closeness to the Badische Railwaystation pro-
vides good circumstances for fravelling workers and the



PHASE 1

908

patichouses
mi2 BGF
o appartments
mZ COMTErce
PHASE 3
1 Guz patichouses
m2 BGEF
1 70 appartments
m2 COMTErce
PHASE 3
1 an patichouses
m2 BGEF
640 appartments
2 COMTErce
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Basel needs housing. This much is
clear. This work must be seen as a
possible solution to this problem. The
actual design that we made is a visu-
alization of a group of ideas bundled
and overlayed. It's not a definite de-
sign that should be made in the way
shown in the last pages; it's just a
visual proff of the possibilty of creat-
ing a new urban area for basel that
could bring the city a rise of profile
and give a new impulse to it (all with
relative ease compared to the other
operations in the city).

Our recommendation therefore is fo
rezone the area and commision a
compefiion for ideas of new ways
of urban living... and hope for a simi-
lar success as happened in Amster-
dam.

Evert Klinkenberg & Reto Gsell.
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