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Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200
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Population, migrations and minorities in Hong Kong

32

Immigration Control Points

Japan

    13'887 persons
    50,3%        49,7%
    age 40-44
    first degree course
    shintoism, buddhism
    54,8% managers
    globalization

China

    6'522'148 persons
    49%      51% 
    age 65+
    first degree course 

    all kind of jobs
    establishment PRD

Nepal

   15'845 persons
    50%        50%
    age 30-34
    upper secondary
    hinduism, buddhism
    43,5% elementary work
    economic reasons

Indonesia

   110'576 persons
    8,4%        91,6
    age 25-29
    sixth form
    islam
    92,9% elementary work 
    economic reasons

Vietnam

   502 persons

    impact: vietnam war

Phillipines

   115'349 persons
    6,2%        93,8%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    catholicism, islam
    93% elementary work
    economic reasonsIndia

    17'782 persons
    50,7%      49,3%
    age 30-34
    first degree course
    hinduism, islam 
    30% managers
    economic reasons, 
    globalization

United Kingdom

    24'990 persons
    60%      40%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    christianism
    39,7 %  managers
    colonialism

Switzerland

    1'500 persons
    managers
    globalization, 
    missionary work

Hongkongnese Emigration

Hong Kong

   Natives

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Jacob Jansen, Marcel Jäggi

Migration
 Overview
 
       Basically, Hong Kong is a society of 
migrants.  Within the population, about 
5% are non-Chinese who came from 
various places in Asia, Europe and North 
America.  They have their own social 
groups, and they turn Hong Kong into an 
international city.  95% of the population 
is of Chinese descent, and they speak 
Cantonese, Jiaozhou, Hakka, Fujian, 
Shanghai and other Chinese dialects, 
creating a diversified society.  Still, the 
f a c t i s t h a t 9 5 % o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
understands Chinese and more than 60% 
can use English.
       In the past, there were large numbers 
of immigrants from mainland China and 
a small number of foreigners also moved 
he re .  More r ecen t ly , cons ide rab le 
numbers of Hong Kong persons have 
emigra ted overseas .  The cont inual 
m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s a 
characteristic of Hong Kong.

       Since the 1980's, people began to 
move out of Hong Kong.  As the future 
of Hong Kong was unc lear to many, 
t h e r e w a s a d e c a d e o f e m i g r a t i o n , 
principally to the United States, Canada, 
Australia and the United Kingdom.  In 
the early 1980's, it was about 20,000 per 
year; 30,000 in 1987; 60,000 in 1991; a 
peak of 66,000 in 1992.  Thereafter, it 
s lowed down a bit .  In the year of the 
return, 1997, it was still 30,000.  Over 
that ten-year period, more than 400,000 
people moved away from Hong Kong, or 
more than 5% of the popu la t ion .  In 
many foreign cities, there are now Hong 
Kong migrant communities.  Fortunately, 
the capital did not f low out , because 
Hong Kong was s t i l l e conomica l l y 
productive.

 sources
www.zonaeuropa.com, 03. March 2008
www.immd.gov.hk, 26. February 2008
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DEMOGRAPHY OF KENYA: FACTS & FIGURES

45% Protestants
33% Roman Catholic
10% Muslim
10% Indigenous beliefs
2% other
0.3% Buddhism

Religion
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Life Expectancy at Birth

(Definition: The average number of years to be lived by a group of 
people born in the same year, if mortality at each age remains constant 
in the future.)
After a period of constant increase, the life expectancy decreased 
during the last 15 years due to the impact of the HIV/AIDS pandemic 
and reached a historical low in the year 2003 with less than 46 years.
The current life expectancy of 55 years gives hope that the pandemic 
can be controlled, although a UN estimation from the year 2000 did 
not expect to reach that number before the year 2050.

Total Fertility Rate

(Def.: The average number of children that would be born per woman if 
all women lived to the end of their childbearing years and bore children 
according to a given fertility rate at each age. A rate of two children per 
woman is considered the replacement rate for a population.)
The fertility rate has declined over the past forty years with a slight 
increase in the last few years. This is due to women’s desire to control 
the family planning and the use of other contraceptive means such as 
injectables. In comparison with other African countries, Kenya’s rate is 
among the lowest in the Sub-Saharan African region. A low fertility rate 
is an indicator for wealth due to the high inverse correlation between 
wealth (GDP) and fertility (TFR).

Sources: 1 CIESIN/NASA/SEDAC, The Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York, [2005] |  2 Population Census, Kenyan Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) [1999], (www.cbs.go.ke) | 3 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey, (CBS),  
[2003] |  4a World Fact Book, Central Intelligence Agency, [2007], (www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook); 4b [2000] | 5 Statistical Abstract 2006 by the Ministry of Planning & National Development of Kenya | 6 National Population 
Policy for Sustainable Development, Sessional Paper No. 1 of 2000 (Republic of Kenya), [1995] | 7 World Urbanization Prospects: The 1999 Revision (Population Division Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Secretariat) | 
8 EarthTrends Data Tables (based on United Nation Population Division 2002) | 9 GeoJournal, Springer [2005] | Munzinger  Archive [1.7.2007] | 10 United Nations University (UNU), Global Virtual University (GVU), UNEP, [2005] | 11 UN Common 
Database (UN Population Division estimates) [2005] | 12 Urban Development in  Kenya: The Growth of Nairobi [1900-1970, 1983] (School of Architecture, Copenhagen)
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3, 4a © 2003/2007Total Fertility Rate

Population: 36.9 mio. (30.3)
Population growth rate: 2.8% (1.5)
Life expectancy at birth: 55 years (48)

Median age: 18.6 years
Population below poverty line: 50% (42)
HIV/AIDS - adult prevalence rate: 6.7%

4a, 4b © 2007/2000Key Figures 2007 (in brackets values from 2000)
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Sources: 1 CIESIN/NASA/SEDAC, The Trustees of Columbia University in the City of New York, [2005] |  2 Population Census, Kenyan Central Bureau of Statistics (CBS) [1999], (www.cbs.go.ke) | 3 Kenya Demographic and Health Survey, (CBS),  
[2003] |  4a World Fact Book, Central Intelligence Agency, [2007], (www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook); 4b [2000] | 5 Statistical Abstract 2006 by the Ministry of Planning & National Development of Kenya | 6 National Population 
Policy for Sustainable Development, Sessional Paper No. 1 of 2000 (Republic of Kenya), [1995] | 7 World Urbanization Prospects: The 1999 Revision (Population Division Department of Economic and Social Affairs, United Nations Secretariat) | 
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DEMOGRAPHY OF KENYA: ETHNOLOGY & LANGUAGE
Ethnic Patterns
(based on ethnic, linguistic, and geographical 
considerations, in brackets percentage of 
population over 1%)

A: Central Bantu Cluster (40%)
 1. Kikuyu (21%)
 2. Kamba (11%)
 3. Meru (5%)
 4. Embu (1%)
 5. Mbere
 6. Tharaka
 7. Chuka
 8. Igoji
 9. Miutini
 10. Mwimbi
 11. Muthambi

B: Western Bantu Cluster (20%)
 1. Luhya (13.6%)
  Isukka
  Idakho
  Kabras
  Nyala
  Tsotso
  Wanga
  Marama
  Kisa
  Nyore
  Maragoli
  Tiriki
  Bakhayo
  Tachoni
  Marach
  Samia
  Bukusu
 2. Kisii (Gusii) (6.6%)
 3. Kuria

C: Coastal Bantu Cluster (5%)
 1. Mikikenda (4.8%)
  Digo
  Duruma
  Chonyi
  Giriama
  Rabai
  Ribe
  Jibana
  Dauma
  Kambe
 2. Pokomo/Riverine
 3. Bajun
 4. Swahili/Shirazi
 5. Taveta
 6. Boni/Sanye

D: Luo (13%)
E: Kalenjin-Speaking Cluster (12%)
 1. Kipsigis (4%)
 2. Nandi (2%)
 3. Tugen (1.1%)
 4. Elgeyo (1%)
 5. Pokot (Suk)
 6. Marakwet
 7. Sabaot

F: Other Eastern Nilotic Groups (4%)
 1. Turkana (2%)
 2. Masai (1.5%)
 3. Iteso (Wamia, Elgumi)
 4. Samburu (Burkeneji)
 5. Nderobo
 6. Njemps
G: Cushitic Groups (3%)
H: Non-African (1%)
 Asian, Arab, European

Language Groups

Kikuyu people
‘Kikuyu’ is the anglicist form of Gîkûyû, but people refer to them-
selves as Agikûyû people. It is believed that the Kikuyu came from 
West Africa with the other Bantu tribes and settled down around 
Mount Kenya. They traditionally lived in separate domestic family 
homesteads. During the Mau Mau rebellion the British colonial gov-
ernment moved the Kikuyu into villages for reasons of security. The 
economic advantages of village settlement and land consolidation 
led many Kikuyu to continue this arrangement after the emergency 
ended.
Kikuyu speak Kîkûyû (or Gîkûyû), a Bantu language.

Luhya people
It is believed that Luhya people took part of the great Bantu mi-
gration from West Africa, but there is evidence that they migrated 
from Egypt. Most Luhya groups lack traditional chieftainships, be-
ing organized into more or less politically autonomous patrilineal 
lineages, each associated with a stretch of land.
Luhya refers also to the Luhya languages, a group of closely re-
lated languages spoken by the sub tribes.

Luo people
The Luo people’s origin is probably southern Sudan, from where 
they migrated into present day western Kenya and Tanzania. Each 
Luo group is an autonomous political unit controlled by a dominant 
clan. The segmentary system itself is the basis of organization and 
cooperation.
Luo speak the Luo or Dholuo language, which is part of the West-
ern Nilotic branch of the Nilo-Saharan language family.

Kalenjin people
The Kalenjin peoples probably expanded into the Rift Valley around 
1500 AD. During the 18th century a Masai expansion pushed them 
into the area between the Rift Valley and Lake Victoria, where they 
live today. For their subsistence they depend primarily on agricul-
ture.
Kalenjin refers also to the linguistic family of the Kalenjin languag-
es. In linguistic literature these languages are more common as 
‘Nandi languages’.

English and Swahili are the two official 
languages of Kenya. Swahili is spoken 
by about 85% of the population. Besides 
these two there are a total of 60 spoken 
languages divided in three major groups: 
Bantu (spoken by 65% of the people), 
Nilotic (32%) and Cushitic (3%).

Swahili (or Kiswahili) is a Bantu lan-
guage natively spoken by the Swahili 
people. In Kenya they represent about 
1% of the population. As the official lan-
guage of Kenya and Tanzania Swahili 
is the most widely spoken language of 
sub-Saharan Africa and is spoken by 
around 50 million people.
The language developed primarily from 
a mixture of Arabic and local Bantu lan-
guages, but also includes Persian, Por-
tuguese, Hindi, and English elements.

The mixed language Sheng emerged  
from the complex multilingual situation 
of Nairobi City and is spoken mainly by 
young people. Its syntax is basically 
Swahili but it draws from the lexicon of 
many ingenious languages as well as 
English.

Sources: 1 Africa south of the Sahara, Europa regional surveys of the world, London: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, [1971-2007] | 2 Central Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of Finance and Planning (www.cbs.go.ke) | 3 World Fact Book, Central 
Intelligence Agency, [2007], (www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook) | 4 Munzinger Online Archiv, [1.7.2007], (www.munzinger.de) | 5 Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), [2005], Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, 
Tex.: SIL International (www.ethnologue.com) | 6 Jens Finke (www.bluegecko.org) [2000-2007] | 7 Photos: S. Trinci, Nairobi-Kenya, De Col, IMC Archive, Turin-Italy, V. Pante, A. Bonaudo - Turin - Sr. Rosita Perino F.A.L.M.I. © Consolata   Fathers, 
Nairobi, Kenya | 8 UNESCO, The intangible heritage messenger, Special Issue: Endangered language, [2006] | 9 TshwaneLex online dictionary: Version 2.0.9, [2007/01/22] | 10 Journal of African Cultural Studies, Volume 15, Number 2, December 
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Languages of Kenya
Swahili 
English

Sheng

native languages (number of speakers)

Arabic, Omani Spoken 15’000
Boni 3’500

Borana 152’000
Bukusu 565’000

Burji 7’000

Chonyi 121’000
Chuka 70’000

Cutchi-Swahili 46’000
Daasanach 2’500

Dahalo 400

Digo 217’000
Duruma 247’000

El Molo 8

Embu 429’000
Endo 80’000

Garreh-Ajuran 128’000
Kikuyu 5’300’000

Giryama 623’000
Gujarati 50’000

Gusii/Kisii 1’600’000
Idakho-Isukha-Tiriki 306’000

Kachchi 10’000

Kalenjin 2’500’000
Kama 2’400’000

Kenyan Sign Lanuage (<200’000)

Konkani, Goanese 3’900

Kuria 135’000
Logooli 197’000

Luo 3’200’000
Luyia 3’400’000

Maasai 435’000
Malakote 8’000

Meru 1’300’000
Mwimbi-Muthambi 70’000

Nubi 10’000

Nyala, East 35’000
Nyore 120’000

Okiek few

Omotik 50

Orma 55’000
Panjabi, Eastern 10’000

Pokomo, Lower 29’000
Pokomi, Upper 34’000

Pökoot 264’000
Rendille 32’000

Sabaot 143’000
Sagalla 10’000

Samburu 147’000
Sanye 5’000

Somali 420’000
Suba 129’000

Swahili 131’000
Taita 203’000

Talai 38’000
Taveta 14’000

Teso 279’000
Tharaka 112’000

Tugen, North 144’000
Turkana 340’000

Yaaku 50

non-African
1%other African

15%

Meru
6%

Kisii
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Kamba
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Luo
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Luhya
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Kikuyu
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Afro-Asiatic

Nilo-Saharan

Niger-Congo A

Niger-Congo B (Bantu)

Khoi-San

Austronesian 8 © 2006

3,6 © 2007

5 © 2005

Masai girl
with traditional decoration

7

Turkana lady
carrying up to 40 litres

7 

Meru people
dressed similar to Masai

7 

Kikuyu man
decorated for circumcision

7

Bantu Group
The Bantu language belongs to the 
Niger-Congo family and is known in 
Central Africa, East Africa, and South-
ern Africa.

Nilotic Group
The Nilotic languages are a group of 
Eastern Sudanic languages spoken by 
the Nilotic peoples.

Cushitic Group 
Cushitic languages are a subgroup of 
Afro-Asiatic languages spoken in the 
Horn of Africa. In Kenya they represent 
only 3% of the population.

Non-African
There are other language minorities 
mainly from Asia, Arabia, or Europe and 
the US.
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Swahili Dialog
Karibu!
Shikamoo.
Marahaba.
Hujambo?
Sijambo.
Na wewe?
Nimechoka

Come in, welcome!
Hello, good day!

Hello!
How are you?

I’m fine.
And you?
I’m tired.

9 © 2007

Nairobi

Bantu: (Niger-Congo)

Kikuyu

Luhya

Kamba

Nilotic: (Nilo-Saharan)

Luo

Kalenjin

1 © 1989

Ethnic Groups

5 © 2005

Indians
woman and girls dancing

13

Cushitic (Afro-Asiatic)

Non-Africans (1%)

32% Asian

15% Arab
12% European

41% other, n/a
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DEMOGRAPHY OF KENYA: ETHNOLOGY & LANGUAGE
Ethnic Patterns
(based on ethnic, linguistic, and geographical 
considerations, in brackets percentage of 
population over 1%)

A: Central Bantu Cluster (40%)
 1. Kikuyu (21%)
 2. Kamba (11%)
 3. Meru (5%)
 4. Embu (1%)
 5. Mbere
 6. Tharaka
 7. Chuka
 8. Igoji
 9. Miutini
 10. Mwimbi
 11. Muthambi

B: Western Bantu Cluster (20%)
 1. Luhya (13.6%)
  Isukka
  Idakho
  Kabras
  Nyala
  Tsotso
  Wanga
  Marama
  Kisa
  Nyore
  Maragoli
  Tiriki
  Bakhayo
  Tachoni
  Marach
  Samia
  Bukusu
 2. Kisii (Gusii) (6.6%)
 3. Kuria

C: Coastal Bantu Cluster (5%)
 1. Mikikenda (4.8%)
  Digo
  Duruma
  Chonyi
  Giriama
  Rabai
  Ribe
  Jibana
  Dauma
  Kambe
 2. Pokomo/Riverine
 3. Bajun
 4. Swahili/Shirazi
 5. Taveta
 6. Boni/Sanye

D: Luo (13%)
E: Kalenjin-Speaking Cluster (12%)
 1. Kipsigis (4%)
 2. Nandi (2%)
 3. Tugen (1.1%)
 4. Elgeyo (1%)
 5. Pokot (Suk)
 6. Marakwet
 7. Sabaot

F: Other Eastern Nilotic Groups (4%)
 1. Turkana (2%)
 2. Masai (1.5%)
 3. Iteso (Wamia, Elgumi)
 4. Samburu (Burkeneji)
 5. Nderobo
 6. Njemps
G: Cushitic Groups (3%)
H: Non-African (1%)
 Asian, Arab, European

Language Groups

Kikuyu people
‘Kikuyu’ is the anglicist form of Gîkûyû, but people refer to them-
selves as Agikûyû people. It is believed that the Kikuyu came from 
West Africa with the other Bantu tribes and settled down around 
Mount Kenya. They traditionally lived in separate domestic family 
homesteads. During the Mau Mau rebellion the British colonial gov-
ernment moved the Kikuyu into villages for reasons of security. The 
economic advantages of village settlement and land consolidation 
led many Kikuyu to continue this arrangement after the emergency 
ended.
Kikuyu speak Kîkûyû (or Gîkûyû), a Bantu language.

Luhya people
It is believed that Luhya people took part of the great Bantu mi-
gration from West Africa, but there is evidence that they migrated 
from Egypt. Most Luhya groups lack traditional chieftainships, be-
ing organized into more or less politically autonomous patrilineal 
lineages, each associated with a stretch of land.
Luhya refers also to the Luhya languages, a group of closely re-
lated languages spoken by the sub tribes.

Luo people
The Luo people’s origin is probably southern Sudan, from where 
they migrated into present day western Kenya and Tanzania. Each 
Luo group is an autonomous political unit controlled by a dominant 
clan. The segmentary system itself is the basis of organization and 
cooperation.
Luo speak the Luo or Dholuo language, which is part of the West-
ern Nilotic branch of the Nilo-Saharan language family.

Kalenjin people
The Kalenjin peoples probably expanded into the Rift Valley around 
1500 AD. During the 18th century a Masai expansion pushed them 
into the area between the Rift Valley and Lake Victoria, where they 
live today. For their subsistence they depend primarily on agricul-
ture.
Kalenjin refers also to the linguistic family of the Kalenjin languag-
es. In linguistic literature these languages are more common as 
‘Nandi languages’.

English and Swahili are the two official 
languages of Kenya. Swahili is spoken 
by about 85% of the population. Besides 
these two there are a total of 60 spoken 
languages divided in three major groups: 
Bantu (spoken by 65% of the people), 
Nilotic (32%) and Cushitic (3%).

Swahili (or Kiswahili) is a Bantu lan-
guage natively spoken by the Swahili 
people. In Kenya they represent about 
1% of the population. As the official lan-
guage of Kenya and Tanzania Swahili 
is the most widely spoken language of 
sub-Saharan Africa and is spoken by 
around 50 million people.
The language developed primarily from 
a mixture of Arabic and local Bantu lan-
guages, but also includes Persian, Por-
tuguese, Hindi, and English elements.

The mixed language Sheng emerged  
from the complex multilingual situation 
of Nairobi City and is spoken mainly by 
young people. Its syntax is basically 
Swahili but it draws from the lexicon of 
many ingenious languages as well as 
English.

Sources: 1 Africa south of the Sahara, Europa regional surveys of the world, London: Routledge, Taylor & Francis Group, [1971-2007] | 2 Central Bureau of Statistics, Ministry of Finance and Planning (www.cbs.go.ke) | 3 World Fact Book, Central 
Intelligence Agency, [2007], (www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook) | 4 Munzinger Online Archiv, [1.7.2007], (www.munzinger.de) | 5 Gordon, Raymond G., Jr. (ed.), [2005], Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Fifteenth edition. Dallas, 
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Nairobi, Kenya | 8 UNESCO, The intangible heritage messenger, Special Issue: Endangered language, [2006] | 9 TshwaneLex online dictionary: Version 2.0.9, [2007/01/22] | 10 Journal of African Cultural Studies, Volume 15, Number 2, December 
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Bantu Group
The Bantu language belongs to the 
Niger-Congo family and is known in 
Central Africa, East Africa, and South-
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Nilotic Group
The Nilotic languages are a group of 
Eastern Sudanic languages spoken by 
the Nilotic peoples.

Cushitic Group 
Cushitic languages are a subgroup of 
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only 3% of the population.
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Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
the public

co
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if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new
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Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco
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Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco
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