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Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200
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Population, migrations and minorities in Hong Kong

32

Immigration Control Points

Japan

    13'887 persons
    50,3%        49,7%
    age 40-44
    first degree course
    shintoism, buddhism
    54,8% managers
    globalization

China

    6'522'148 persons
    49%      51% 
    age 65+
    first degree course 

    all kind of jobs
    establishment PRD

Nepal

   15'845 persons
    50%        50%
    age 30-34
    upper secondary
    hinduism, buddhism
    43,5% elementary work
    economic reasons

Indonesia

   110'576 persons
    8,4%        91,6
    age 25-29
    sixth form
    islam
    92,9% elementary work 
    economic reasons

Vietnam

   502 persons

    impact: vietnam war

Phillipines

   115'349 persons
    6,2%        93,8%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    catholicism, islam
    93% elementary work
    economic reasonsIndia

    17'782 persons
    50,7%      49,3%
    age 30-34
    first degree course
    hinduism, islam 
    30% managers
    economic reasons, 
    globalization

United Kingdom

    24'990 persons
    60%      40%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    christianism
    39,7 %  managers
    colonialism

Switzerland

    1'500 persons
    managers
    globalization, 
    missionary work

Hongkongnese Emigration

Hong Kong

   Natives

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Jacob Jansen, Marcel Jäggi

Migration
 Overview
 
       Basically, Hong Kong is a society of 
migrants.  Within the population, about 
5% are non-Chinese who came from 
various places in Asia, Europe and North 
America.  They have their own social 
groups, and they turn Hong Kong into an 
international city.  95% of the population 
is of Chinese descent, and they speak 
Cantonese, Jiaozhou, Hakka, Fujian, 
Shanghai and other Chinese dialects, 
creating a diversified society.  Still, the 
f a c t i s t h a t 9 5 % o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
understands Chinese and more than 60% 
can use English.
       In the past, there were large numbers 
of immigrants from mainland China and 
a small number of foreigners also moved 
he re .  More r ecen t ly , cons ide rab le 
numbers of Hong Kong persons have 
emigra ted overseas .  The cont inual 
m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s a 
characteristic of Hong Kong.

       Since the 1980's, people began to 
move out of Hong Kong.  As the future 
of Hong Kong was unc lear to many, 
t h e r e w a s a d e c a d e o f e m i g r a t i o n , 
principally to the United States, Canada, 
Australia and the United Kingdom.  In 
the early 1980's, it was about 20,000 per 
year; 30,000 in 1987; 60,000 in 1991; a 
peak of 66,000 in 1992.  Thereafter, it 
s lowed down a bit .  In the year of the 
return, 1997, it was still 30,000.  Over 
that ten-year period, more than 400,000 
people moved away from Hong Kong, or 
more than 5% of the popu la t ion .  In 
many foreign cities, there are now Hong 
Kong migrant communities.  Fortunately, 
the capital did not f low out , because 
Hong Kong was s t i l l e conomica l l y 
productive.

 sources
www.zonaeuropa.com, 03. March 2008
www.immd.gov.hk, 26. February 2008
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1933
Nairobi Aerodrome (today: Wilson Airport) is opened.

1946
The Nairobi 
National Park is 
officially opened.
It is the first national 
park in East Africa

1927
1920

1900

1950
Nairobi is declared a city.

1909
A Road system in the CBD is established.

1906
Uganda Railway is complete, connecting Mombasa and Lake Victoria via Nairobi.

1921
Introduction of the East African shilling as common currency in British controlled areas in East Africa.

1920s
Europeans begin dealing in shares and stocks, however without the rules and regulations of a formal market but rather on the basis of ‘gentlemen's agreements’.

1902
European settlement starts in the west of the city, spreading westwards from Nairobi Hill across Lavington Estate to Dagoretti.

1920
Origins of Kibera: Nubian soldiers' settle on a hill outside Nairobi, with plots allotted to soldiers as a reward for service in the First World War.

1928
1st English radio broadcasting targeting white settlers with news from home.

1930
Opening of the new Coryndon Museum (now NMK National Museum)

1938
Jomo Kenyatta: “Facing Mount Kenya”

1937
Karen Blixen: “Out of Africa”

1922
Foundation of Kenya Breweries, producer of Kenya’s most famous beer: ‘Tusker’

1928
 In terms of cars to population ratio, Nairobi is the most motorized urban center in the world (but only in terms of non-African population)

1929
The government decides to asphalt all roads in the CBD.

1934
Foundation of the Kenya Bus Service, Nairobi’s oldes public transport system

1935
Foundation of E.A. Portland Cement

1899 A major depot for the Uganda railway is built on a spot known to the Masai as Nyrobi, ‘cold waters’.

1900/1902/1904 The plague decimates the population of the railroad camp
1901 Foundation of the Native Civil hospital (today Kenyatta National Hospital) 1914-18 Foundation of some small hospitals for Europeans during WW I.

1914-31
Karen Blixen lives in Nairobi

1913
Muthaiga Country Club opened

1905
Beginning of big game hunting and the 
foundation of numerous country clubs.

1910
The Eastafrican Standart newspaper moves to Nairobi.

1910
East African Natural History Society establishes a first 
museum at the present-day Nyayo House.

1945 As a result of WW II, population increases so rapidly that 
Nairobi’s cinemas use 4x more energy than in 1932.

1902
Reservation of areas for European settlers, mainly in the western part of Nairobi.

1911-14
Asians are allowed to control land to the east of the city centre, including Eastleigh.

1911-14
Asians are allowed to control land to the east of the city centre, including Eastleigh.

 = 10’000 inhabitants

1905
Nairobi replaces Mombasa as capital of the British Protectorate

1900
Nairobi Municipal Community (NMC) are published. 

The area of the urban centre is defined as a circle with a radius of 1.5 miles around the administrative headquarters. area = 1831 ha

Nairobi masterplan ‘for a colonial capital’
19481926

first plan of Nairobi

1914-18
During WW I Nairobi serves as a pedestrian military base for the Kariakor (Carrier Corps)

1914
Asians start running shops in the center and the east of the city.
Most famous example: Achmed Brothers.

1919
Nairobi is declared a community. The Nairobi City Council (NCC) replaces the Nairobi Municipal Community.

1939-45
During WW II Nairobi serves as a motorised air and military base

1939-48
During WW II Nairobi’s population rises from 50’000 to 120’000.

sex ratio (m/f): 3.9 : 1sex ratio

Adjustment of the city boundaries: 2537 ha The new border marks the line between the government’s land and the new private estates.

2nd extension of the city boundaries.

1906
First population count in the small railway settlement.
Europeans:   579   (6%)
Asians:       3’582 (34%)
Africans:     6’351 (60%)

1948
population census

19361931
European population reaches its highest percentage (11% of the total population)

1926
population census

1952
Foundation of Doondu Estates Ltd (today: Sasini Tea & Coffee)

1951
Foundation of Bamburi Cement 
by Felix Mandl, director of 
Cementia Holding A.G. Zurich
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1900s Foundation
Nairobi was founded as a depot 
for the British colonial Uganda 
railway on half track between 
Mombasa and Lake Victoria.
The word ‘nyrobi’ originates from 
the language of the Masaai and 
meanes ‘place of the cold 
waters’.
Soon, the British colonialists 
allowed Europeans to settle 
down in the undulating  west of 
the city center.
It was the beginning of European 
big game hunting in Kenya.

1910s World War I
Asians, mainly qualified workers 
from India, were allowed to settle 
down in the north-east of the city. 
(today: Eastleigh)
A road system for the CBD was 
established.
The first newspaper was 
founded.
Karen Blixen came to Nairobi 
just before WWI broke out.
Many country clubs opened.

1920s White Settlers
Kenya became a crown colony 
with more rights for the white 
settlers.
Nairobi was declared a political 
community and the City Council 
was founded.
A first city plan was drawn while 
the borders of the city were 
expanded twice.
The East-African Shilling was 
introduced as common currency 
of the colony.
The City Square was built, as 
were first brick buildings.
The first radio station began 
transmission.

1930s Motorisation
The transport system was 
heavily expanded:
All roads in the city center were 
asphalted.
The first public bus service was 
established.
The aerodrome opened.
The City Hall, Law Courts and 
the Library were built.

1940s World War II
During WWII, the population 
more than doubled (the female 
population even quadrupled, but 
still, in 1949, there were four 
men per one woman)
The Nairobi National Park was 
established.
The German architect Ernst May 
worked in Nairobi.

1950s Mau Mau
Nairobi gained official city status.
During the Mau Mau uprising, 
the British army occupied 
Nairobi and virtually scanned 
every African resident 
(Operation Anvil)
First radio for Africans.
Building of the parliament, the 
university, the international 
airport and the Aga Khan 
hospital. 

BRITISH PROTECTORATE BRITISH CROWN COLONY

1939  As female population quadruples, African households transform from bachelors to family.

Sources: Internet research october 2007
http://www.mccrow.org.uk/EastAfrica/Kenya/Kenya.htm    http://www.filmingkenya.com/films.html  http://www.nairobicity.org/    http://www.cbs.go.ke/    http://www.eastandard.net/electionplatform/?id=1143975100 
http://archnet.org/library/places/one-place.jsp?place_id=1960 http://www.pbase.com/bmcmorrow/nairobi&page=all     http://www.kenyanview.com/nairobi.html  http://www.unu.edu/unupress/unupbooks/uu26ue/uu26ue00.htm#Contents
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1946
The Nairobi 
National Park is 
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It is the first national 
park in East Africa
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1920

1900

1950
Nairobi is declared a city.

1909
A Road system in the CBD is established.

1906
Uganda Railway is complete, connecting Mombasa and Lake Victoria via Nairobi.

1921
Introduction of the East African shilling as common currency in British controlled areas in East Africa.

1920s
Europeans begin dealing in shares and stocks, however without the rules and regulations of a formal market but rather on the basis of ‘gentlemen's agreements’.

1902
European settlement starts in the west of the city, spreading westwards from Nairobi Hill across Lavington Estate to Dagoretti.

1920
Origins of Kibera: Nubian soldiers' settle on a hill outside Nairobi, with plots allotted to soldiers as a reward for service in the First World War.
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1st English radio broadcasting targeting white settlers with news from home.

1930
Opening of the new Coryndon Museum (now NMK National Museum)

1938
Jomo Kenyatta: “Facing Mount Kenya”

1937
Karen Blixen: “Out of Africa”

1922
Foundation of Kenya Breweries, producer of Kenya’s most famous beer: ‘Tusker’

1928
 In terms of cars to population ratio, Nairobi is the most motorized urban center in the world (but only in terms of non-African population)

1929
The government decides to asphalt all roads in the CBD.

1934
Foundation of the Kenya Bus Service, Nairobi’s oldes public transport system

1935
Foundation of E.A. Portland Cement

1899 A major depot for the Uganda railway is built on a spot known to the Masai as Nyrobi, ‘cold waters’.

1900/1902/1904 The plague decimates the population of the railroad camp
1901 Foundation of the Native Civil hospital (today Kenyatta National Hospital) 1914-18 Foundation of some small hospitals for Europeans during WW I.

1914-31
Karen Blixen lives in Nairobi

1913
Muthaiga Country Club opened

1905
Beginning of big game hunting and the 
foundation of numerous country clubs.

1910
The Eastafrican Standart newspaper moves to Nairobi.

1910
East African Natural History Society establishes a first 
museum at the present-day Nyayo House.

1945 As a result of WW II, population increases so rapidly that 
Nairobi’s cinemas use 4x more energy than in 1932.

1902
Reservation of areas for European settlers, mainly in the western part of Nairobi.

1911-14
Asians are allowed to control land to the east of the city centre, including Eastleigh.

1911-14
Asians are allowed to control land to the east of the city centre, including Eastleigh.

 = 10’000 inhabitants

1905
Nairobi replaces Mombasa as capital of the British Protectorate

1900
Nairobi Municipal Community (NMC) are published. 

The area of the urban centre is defined as a circle with a radius of 1.5 miles around the administrative headquarters. area = 1831 ha

Nairobi masterplan ‘for a colonial capital’
19481926

first plan of Nairobi

1914-18
During WW I Nairobi serves as a pedestrian military base for the Kariakor (Carrier Corps)

1914
Asians start running shops in the center and the east of the city.
Most famous example: Achmed Brothers.

1919
Nairobi is declared a community. The Nairobi City Council (NCC) replaces the Nairobi Municipal Community.

1939-45
During WW II Nairobi serves as a motorised air and military base

1939-48
During WW II Nairobi’s population rises from 50’000 to 120’000.

sex ratio (m/f): 3.9 : 1sex ratio

Adjustment of the city boundaries: 2537 ha The new border marks the line between the government’s land and the new private estates.

2nd extension of the city boundaries.

1906
First population count in the small railway settlement.
Europeans:   579   (6%)
Asians:       3’582 (34%)
Africans:     6’351 (60%)

1948
population census

19361931
European population reaches its highest percentage (11% of the total population)

1926
population census

1952
Foundation of Doondu Estates Ltd (today: Sasini Tea & Coffee)

1951
Foundation of Bamburi Cement 
by Felix Mandl, director of 
Cementia Holding A.G. Zurich
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1900s Foundation
Nairobi was founded as a depot 
for the British colonial Uganda 
railway on half track between 
Mombasa and Lake Victoria.
The word ‘nyrobi’ originates from 
the language of the Masaai and 
meanes ‘place of the cold 
waters’.
Soon, the British colonialists 
allowed Europeans to settle 
down in the undulating  west of 
the city center.
It was the beginning of European 
big game hunting in Kenya.

1910s World War I
Asians, mainly qualified workers 
from India, were allowed to settle 
down in the north-east of the city. 
(today: Eastleigh)
A road system for the CBD was 
established.
The first newspaper was 
founded.
Karen Blixen came to Nairobi 
just before WWI broke out.
Many country clubs opened.

1920s White Settlers
Kenya became a crown colony 
with more rights for the white 
settlers.
Nairobi was declared a political 
community and the City Council 
was founded.
A first city plan was drawn while 
the borders of the city were 
expanded twice.
The East-African Shilling was 
introduced as common currency 
of the colony.
The City Square was built, as 
were first brick buildings.
The first radio station began 
transmission.

1930s Motorisation
The transport system was 
heavily expanded:
All roads in the city center were 
asphalted.
The first public bus service was 
established.
The aerodrome opened.
The City Hall, Law Courts and 
the Library were built.

1940s World War II
During WWII, the population 
more than doubled (the female 
population even quadrupled, but 
still, in 1949, there were four 
men per one woman)
The Nairobi National Park was 
established.
The German architect Ernst May 
worked in Nairobi.

1950s Mau Mau
Nairobi gained official city status.
During the Mau Mau uprising, 
the British army occupied 
Nairobi and virtually scanned 
every African resident 
(Operation Anvil)
First radio for Africans.
Building of the parliament, the 
university, the international 
airport and the Aga Khan 
hospital. 

BRITISH PROTECTORATE BRITISH CROWN COLONY

1939  As female population quadruples, African households transform from bachelors to family.

Sources: Internet research october 2007
http://www.mccrow.org.uk/EastAfrica/Kenya/Kenya.htm    http://www.filmingkenya.com/films.html  http://www.nairobicity.org/    http://www.cbs.go.ke/    http://www.eastandard.net/electionplatform/?id=1143975100 
http://archnet.org/library/places/one-place.jsp?place_id=1960 http://www.pbase.com/bmcmorrow/nairobi&page=all     http://www.kenyanview.com/nairobi.html  http://www.unu.edu/unupress/unupbooks/uu26ue/uu26ue00.htm#Contents
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Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
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co
nsu

lt

if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new

 docum
ent

Ad
vi

se
 a

nd
 In

pu
t

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco
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Charles Rubia is dropped from the Cabinet and detained for ‘agitating for change’.
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1963
Independence of Kenya
December 12.

1998
The US embassy is destroyed by an 
Al Qaeda bomb.

1990
inflation: 15.8%

1975-78
Dandora project: 6’000 serviced plots financed by the government and the World Bank

1963
British funds allow the government to buy the land of emigrating European settlers.

1972
United Nations Environment Programme

1972
ICRC East African delegation

1964
UNON - United Nations Office in Nairobi

1978
UN-HABITAT

1976
Umoja phase I: 2’400 serviced plots, financed by USAID

1985-91
Umoja phase II: 4’406 condominium units financed by USAID.

1996
98.4 Capital FM 
starts to broadcast

1994
Africa Online is started by three 
Kenyan students at the MIT.

1991
inflation: 19.6%

1992
inflation: 27.5%

1983
Opening of the Sarit Centre, Nairobis biggest shopping mall.

1986
Foundation of Simens Kenya

1977
Kenya Airways fonded.

1975
General Motors East Africa founded.

1974
Athi River Mining founded.

1974
Mumias Sugar Company founded.

1975
1st Uchumi supermarket opens.

1970
Kenyan Commercial Bank founded

1958
Foundation of the Kenya Power Company (today: KenGen)

1954
1st African broadcasting services carriy programmes in 
Kiswahili, Dholuo, Kikuyu, Kinandi, Kiluhya, Kikamba 
and Arabic

1962
Television is introduced in Kenya.

1959
Foundation of the Daily Nation, East Africa's largest newspaper.

1960 and 70s
Joseph Kamaru becomes the icon of Kikuyu Pop.

1977
The author Ngugi wa Thiong'o is arrested for 
his play “I will marry when I want”.

1950s
Upcoming of Benga music, the earliest genre of Kenyan pop.

1985
“Out of Africa” (Director: Sidney Pollock)

1990
873’000 Passenger journeys per day1985

676’000 Passenger journeys per day

2000
1’393’000 Passenger 
journeys per day

1995
1’102’000 Passenger journeys per day

1992
Foundation of the Kenyan Airports Authority.

1987
Nairobi hosts the fourth 
All-African-Games, in the new 
Moi International Sports Centre

1971
The Railway Museum is opened.

1963

2004
The poet Wangari Maathai 
recieves the Nobel peace 
Prize for saving Uhuru 
park for the public

1952-56
During the Mau Mau Uprising, Nairobi is occupied and thoroghly scanned by the British Army.

Kenyan urban population: 8%

1956 Royal Technical College founded (today University of Nairobi) 1970 Foundation of the independent University of Nairobi out of the former Royal Technical College.

1963 First plans for a national independent university.
1961 Strathmore University 1969 United States International University in Nairobi 1993 Strathmore College merges with Kianda College.

1999 Nairobi Slums Schools 
Education Trust established

1985 Kenyatta University

1989 Catholic University of Eastern Africa
1958 Aga Khan University Hospital

2005 Aga Khan Hospital 
upgraded as the only 
teaching hospital in East 
Africa.

1954
The Nairobi Stock Exchange is founded, but 
only Europeans are allowed to deal in shares.

1975
Josiah Mwangi Kariuki, Socialist politician and opponent of Kenyatta is murdered.

1982 Kenyan coup d'état attempt

1983 Snap elections

NAIROBI CITY COMMISSION

1983-92
NCC is dissolved and replaced by a “Nairobi City Commission” (loyal to the government)

1992
The City Council is reconstituted with multiple 
parties and run by an independent mayor 
(not member of KANU)

1966
Foundation of the CBK, the Central Bank of Kenya.
Introduction of the Kenyan shilling, the modern-day currency.

2006
Kenya Bus Service 
is bancrupt.
3 million citizens 
are without public 
transport system.

2003
1st phase of the new Nairobi Business Park, 7000 m2 
office space, located outside of the CBD, is completed.

1999
Safaricom founded.

1999
Telcom founded.

2007
Google

General Electric
Celtel

Coca-Cola
and Young&Rubicam
all move their African 

headquarters to 
Nairobi

2004
New law and stronger enforcement 
on the security of Matatus.
Introduction of the yellow stripe.

late 1960s
Upcoming of the first Matatus, privatly operated minibuses for public transport.

1986
The new Nyayo Bus Services are launched to meet the rising demand for public transport.

“Development of Money and Capital Markets in Kenya”, an IFC/CBK study, 
becomes a blueprint for structural reforms in the financial markets.

1984

1989
Formation of the Capital Markets Authority (CMA)

1997
Foundation of the internet provider InterConnect.

1973
Nairobi metropolitan growth strategy (masterplan, never implemented)

2007
ETH Studio Basel contemporary city study on Nairobi.CBD in the 1980s.

Charles Rubia KANU Nairobi Mayor

Kenya President

Steve
Mwangi Dick Waweru Mbugua John King'ori John Ndirangu Dick Mbugua Joe Aketch Dick Wathika Margaret Kenyatta KANU

sex ratio: 2.5:1 sex ratio: 1.5:1

3rd extension of the city boundaries. New area: 68945 ha. Contemporary outline)

1962
Europeans: 21’500  (8%)
Asians:       87’500 (33%)
Africans:   150’000 (59%)

1969
Due to emmigration after independence,
the European population has dropped to 4%,
the Asian to 14%
African population increases to 421’000 (83%)

1979
population census

1995 2007
population census

sex ratio: 1.3:1sex ratio: 1.4:1

1989
European population: 1%,
Asian population: 4%

Kenyan urban population: 20%

“At the current population growth rate, 25’000 new housing 
units are required per annum, but only 3’000 are actually built.”
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1960s Independence
Television was introduced in 
Kenya.
After independence, many 
non-Africans left the country.
The city area was extended to 
its current size.
The Central Bank and the new 
Kenyan Shilling were estab-
lished.
The UNON - United Nations 
Office in Nairobi was founded.
The first matatus began their 
transport service.

1970s     One-Party-System
Under the presidents daughter, 
mayor Margaret Kenyatta, a 
masterplan was developed, but 
never implemented.
Many major companies were 
founded as economy prospered.
The CBD saw a wave of avant-
garde brutalist architecture.
UNEP and UN-HABITAT were 
founded and the ICRC settled 
down in Nairobi.
First low-income housing 
projects were established with 
the help of foreign investments.

1980s Nyayo
After a failed coup d’etat by the 
parts of the air force, the new 
president Daniel arap Moi 
dissolved the City Council and 
exchanged it by a new loyal City 
Commission.
Until 1992, Nairobi did not have 
a mayor and was de facto ruled 
by the Central Government.
In 1987 the city hosted the 
All-African Games in the new 
Moi International Sports Center.

1990s Democratization
The City Council was 
re-established with multiple 
parties.
The population went well over 
one million.
After a period of economic crisis 
and the end of over 30 years of 
KANU rule, new sky scrapers 
went up, not only in the CBD.
Telecommunication and internet 
grew massively.
Nairobi also became the center 
of a new urban culture with it’s 
own style of Hip-Hop, called 
‘genge’.

2000s New Boom
With the current economical 
boom holding on, Nairobi still 
faces one major challange: 
growth.
Social housing, waste disposal 
and the infamously high crime 
rate (although it dropped 20% 
already under the new govern-
ment) and corruption pose big 
unsolved problems.

BRITISH CROWN COLONY JOMO KENYATTA KANU DANIEL ARAP MOI MWAI KIBAKI

1996 
UN Habitat and UNEP Headquarters buit.

2003/04 KENSUP 
UN Habitat + GOK

1999 Nairobi River Basin
UNEP + UN Habitat +UNDP (UON, NGOs)

Sources: Internet research october 2007
http://www.mccrow.org.uk/EastAfrica/Kenya/Kenya.htm    http://www.filmingkenya.com/films.html  http://www.nairobicity.org/    http://www.cbs.go.ke/    http://www.eastandard.net/electionplatform/?id=1143975100 
http://archnet.org/library/places/one-place.jsp?place_id=1960    http://www.pbase.com/bmcmorrow/nairobi&page=all    http://www.kenyanview.com/nairobi.html    http://www.unu.edu/unupress/unupbooks/uu26ue/uu26ue00.htm#Contents
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1963
Independence of Kenya
December 12.

1998
The US embassy is destroyed by an 
Al Qaeda bomb.

1990
inflation: 15.8%

1975-78
Dandora project: 6’000 serviced plots financed by the government and the World Bank

1963
British funds allow the government to buy the land of emigrating European settlers.

1972
United Nations Environment Programme

1972
ICRC East African delegation

1964
UNON - United Nations Office in Nairobi

1978
UN-HABITAT

1976
Umoja phase I: 2’400 serviced plots, financed by USAID

1985-91
Umoja phase II: 4’406 condominium units financed by USAID.

1996
98.4 Capital FM 
starts to broadcast

1994
Africa Online is started by three 
Kenyan students at the MIT.

1991
inflation: 19.6%

1992
inflation: 27.5%

1983
Opening of the Sarit Centre, Nairobis biggest shopping mall.

1986
Foundation of Simens Kenya

1977
Kenya Airways fonded.

1975
General Motors East Africa founded.

1974
Athi River Mining founded.

1974
Mumias Sugar Company founded.

1975
1st Uchumi supermarket opens.

1970
Kenyan Commercial Bank founded

1958
Foundation of the Kenya Power Company (today: KenGen)

1954
1st African broadcasting services carriy programmes in 
Kiswahili, Dholuo, Kikuyu, Kinandi, Kiluhya, Kikamba 
and Arabic

1962
Television is introduced in Kenya.

1959
Foundation of the Daily Nation, East Africa's largest newspaper.

1960 and 70s
Joseph Kamaru becomes the icon of Kikuyu Pop.

1977
The author Ngugi wa Thiong'o is arrested for 
his play “I will marry when I want”.

1950s
Upcoming of Benga music, the earliest genre of Kenyan pop.

1985
“Out of Africa” (Director: Sidney Pollock)

1990
873’000 Passenger journeys per day1985

676’000 Passenger journeys per day

2000
1’393’000 Passenger 
journeys per day

1995
1’102’000 Passenger journeys per day

1992
Foundation of the Kenyan Airports Authority.

1987
Nairobi hosts the fourth 
All-African-Games, in the new 
Moi International Sports Centre

1971
The Railway Museum is opened.

1963

2004
The poet Wangari Maathai 
recieves the Nobel peace 
Prize for saving Uhuru 
park for the public

1952-56
During the Mau Mau Uprising, Nairobi is occupied and thoroghly scanned by the British Army.

Kenyan urban population: 8%

1956 Royal Technical College founded (today University of Nairobi) 1970 Foundation of the independent University of Nairobi out of the former Royal Technical College.

1963 First plans for a national independent university.
1961 Strathmore University 1969 United States International University in Nairobi 1993 Strathmore College merges with Kianda College.

1999 Nairobi Slums Schools 
Education Trust established

1985 Kenyatta University

1989 Catholic University of Eastern Africa
1958 Aga Khan University Hospital

2005 Aga Khan Hospital 
upgraded as the only 
teaching hospital in East 
Africa.

1954
The Nairobi Stock Exchange is founded, but 
only Europeans are allowed to deal in shares.

1975
Josiah Mwangi Kariuki, Socialist politician and opponent of Kenyatta is murdered.

1982 Kenyan coup d'état attempt

1983 Snap elections

NAIROBI CITY COMMISSION

1983-92
NCC is dissolved and replaced by a “Nairobi City Commission” (loyal to the government)

1992
The City Council is reconstituted with multiple 
parties and run by an independent mayor 
(not member of KANU)

1966
Foundation of the CBK, the Central Bank of Kenya.
Introduction of the Kenyan shilling, the modern-day currency.

2006
Kenya Bus Service 
is bancrupt.
3 million citizens 
are without public 
transport system.

2003
1st phase of the new Nairobi Business Park, 7000 m2 
office space, located outside of the CBD, is completed.

1999
Safaricom founded.

1999
Telcom founded.

2007
Google

General Electric
Celtel

Coca-Cola
and Young&Rubicam
all move their African 

headquarters to 
Nairobi

2004
New law and stronger enforcement 
on the security of Matatus.
Introduction of the yellow stripe.

late 1960s
Upcoming of the first Matatus, privatly operated minibuses for public transport.

1986
The new Nyayo Bus Services are launched to meet the rising demand for public transport.

“Development of Money and Capital Markets in Kenya”, an IFC/CBK study, 
becomes a blueprint for structural reforms in the financial markets.

1984

1989
Formation of the Capital Markets Authority (CMA)

1997
Foundation of the internet provider InterConnect.

1973
Nairobi metropolitan growth strategy (masterplan, never implemented)

2007
ETH Studio Basel contemporary city study on Nairobi.CBD in the 1980s.

Charles Rubia KANU Nairobi Mayor

Kenya President

Steve
Mwangi Dick Waweru Mbugua John King'ori John Ndirangu Dick Mbugua Joe Aketch Dick Wathika Margaret Kenyatta KANU

sex ratio: 2.5:1 sex ratio: 1.5:1

3rd extension of the city boundaries. New area: 68945 ha. Contemporary outline)

1962
Europeans: 21’500  (8%)
Asians:       87’500 (33%)
Africans:   150’000 (59%)

1969
Due to emmigration after independence,
the European population has dropped to 4%,
the Asian to 14%
African population increases to 421’000 (83%)

1979
population census

1995 2007
population census

sex ratio: 1.3:1sex ratio: 1.4:1

1989
European population: 1%,
Asian population: 4%

Kenyan urban population: 20%

“At the current population growth rate, 25’000 new housing 
units are required per annum, but only 3’000 are actually built.”
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1960s Independence
Television was introduced in 
Kenya.
After independence, many 
non-Africans left the country.
The city area was extended to 
its current size.
The Central Bank and the new 
Kenyan Shilling were estab-
lished.
The UNON - United Nations 
Office in Nairobi was founded.
The first matatus began their 
transport service.

1970s     One-Party-System
Under the presidents daughter, 
mayor Margaret Kenyatta, a 
masterplan was developed, but 
never implemented.
Many major companies were 
founded as economy prospered.
The CBD saw a wave of avant-
garde brutalist architecture.
UNEP and UN-HABITAT were 
founded and the ICRC settled 
down in Nairobi.
First low-income housing 
projects were established with 
the help of foreign investments.

1980s Nyayo
After a failed coup d’etat by the 
parts of the air force, the new 
president Daniel arap Moi 
dissolved the City Council and 
exchanged it by a new loyal City 
Commission.
Until 1992, Nairobi did not have 
a mayor and was de facto ruled 
by the Central Government.
In 1987 the city hosted the 
All-African Games in the new 
Moi International Sports Center.

1990s Democratization
The City Council was 
re-established with multiple 
parties.
The population went well over 
one million.
After a period of economic crisis 
and the end of over 30 years of 
KANU rule, new sky scrapers 
went up, not only in the CBD.
Telecommunication and internet 
grew massively.
Nairobi also became the center 
of a new urban culture with it’s 
own style of Hip-Hop, called 
‘genge’.

2000s New Boom
With the current economical 
boom holding on, Nairobi still 
faces one major challange: 
growth.
Social housing, waste disposal 
and the infamously high crime 
rate (although it dropped 20% 
already under the new govern-
ment) and corruption pose big 
unsolved problems.

BRITISH CROWN COLONY JOMO KENYATTA KANU DANIEL ARAP MOI MWAI KIBAKI

1996 
UN Habitat and UNEP Headquarters buit.

2003/04 KENSUP 
UN Habitat + GOK

1999 Nairobi River Basin
UNEP + UN Habitat +UNDP (UON, NGOs)

Sources: Internet research october 2007
http://www.mccrow.org.uk/EastAfrica/Kenya/Kenya.htm    http://www.filmingkenya.com/films.html  http://www.nairobicity.org/    http://www.cbs.go.ke/    http://www.eastandard.net/electionplatform/?id=1143975100 
http://archnet.org/library/places/one-place.jsp?place_id=1960    http://www.pbase.com/bmcmorrow/nairobi&page=all    http://www.kenyanview.com/nairobi.html    http://www.unu.edu/unupress/unupbooks/uu26ue/uu26ue00.htm#Contents
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