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Peak of refugees in Kenya

Trygve Halvdan Lie Dag Hammarskjöld Sithu U Thant Kurt Waldheim Javier Pérez de Cuéllar Kofi Annan Ban Ki-moonL E A G U E   O F   N A T I O N S Gladwyn
Jebb

Boutros 
Boutros-Gali

2000 United Nations Millenium 
Development Goals

1945 Conference of San Francisco
Foundation of the UNO, World Bank, 
IMF, UNESCO

1974 exclusion of South Africa from 
Security Council meetings to fight the 
Apartheid policy
Golan mission

1987 UN-Resolution 598 to end the 
1st Gulf War
Montreal Protocol (Ozone Layer)

1992 1st Earth Summit

1988 Sowiet troops leave 
Afghanistan
Iran-Iraq armistice
Nobel Peace Prize for UN 
Peacekeepers

2006 UN-Campus opened in Bonn

2002 Independence of East Timor
International Criminal Court founded 
in The Hague

1997 Kyoto protocol

1975 1st World Women’s 
Conference in Mexico City

1973 New members: BRD (Western 
Germany), DDR (Eastern Germany)

1971 new member: People’s 
Republic of China
Republic of China (Taiwan) leaves 
the UN under protest

1960s “1st Decade of Development”
80% of UN budget are used to 
develop strategies for countries of 
the Third World. 

1955 New members: Romania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Finland,
Italiy, Austria, Irland, Portugal, Spain

1946 International Court of Justice 
founded in The Hague.
Foundation of the WHO, UNICEF

2001 Framework Convention on 
Climate Change
Nobel Peace Prize for Kofi Annan

UNEPUNHCR

The arrival of the 
first UNDP 
representative, 
Bernard Chidzero, 
marks the beginning 
of the modern 
history of the United 
Nations in Kenya

1978 Joins UNEP as 
second UN Headquarter 
located in Nairobi

1980 Open-ended cooperation 
between WFP and the Government 
of Kenya after ‘79 drought

1985 3rd World Women’s 
Conference held in Nairobi

1969 UNHCR arriving in Kenya in 
order to help Sudanese 
asylum-seekers

1978 UNHCR opening it’s own 
Nairobi office at Electricity House

WFPUN-HABITAT

1948 First Israeli-Palestinian conflict
Kashmir conflict
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights

1960 Congo: war after 
independence

2001 Afghanistan mission
Resolution 1373 / Counter Terrorism 
Committee)

2003 Liberia mission
terror attack on UN headquarters in 
Baghdad
Côte d'Ivoire mission

1977 Weapons embargo against 
South Africa

1978 Lebanon mission1964 Mission in 
Cyprus

1962 Mission in 
New Guinea

1973 Sinai mission

2004 Haiti mission
new Côte d'Ivoire mission

1968 Sanctions against white 
minority government of Southern 
Rhodesia (=Zimbabwe)

UN SECRETARY GENERALS

UN IN NAIROBI

UN HISTORY

UN MISSIONS

REFUGEES IN KENYA

KENYA`S LEADERS

History of the Gigiri Complex

Matiso Meneces International was the executing office for the 
existing three phases of the complex. The first segment was 
planned in three months and built in another three months, 
intended to be temporary buildings. The 2nd and 3rd phase 
structures were planned in a bigger scale and had deficiencies 
in aspects like climate regulation and lighting.

The presence
of the UN in Nairobi was first established in 1964 and has expanded ever since. Today, Nairobi is the only city outside of the western world, which hosts headquarters to UN organizations
such as UN-Habitat or UNEP.

The United Nations are an intergovernmental organization with sovereign states as its members. The membership is open to all the nations of the world as far as they comply with membership criteria and after approval by a general assembly. International organizations describe and define their purpose in their charta or other document of creation.

 

THE UN ORGANIZATION

The United Nations consist of six principal organs – the Eco-
nomic and Social Council is one of them, and the principal body 
coordinating the economic and social work of the UN Agencies 
which are devoted to economic, social and sustainable devel-
opment. 

UN Agency Headquarters
While New York hosts most of the main UN organs such as 
the General Assembly and the Security Council, Geneva plays 
a major role as the headquarter for many UN Agencies such 
as UNHCR.

 

Vienna 
International Center
built 1973-79
extensions 1983-87 
(Austria Center 
Vienna)

initiator: Austrian 
prime minster Dr. 
Bruno Kreisky
architect: Johann 
Staber (Austria)

The site on the 
Danube island 
belongs to the city 
of Vienna. It is 
leased to the UN 
for a symbolic rent 
of 1 Austrian 
Shilling (today 7 
Euro cent)

United Nations Headquarters
built 1949-50

team of architects:
Wallace Harrison (USA, director 
of planning)
N.D. Bassov (USSR)
Gaston Brunfaut (Belgium)
Ernest Cormier (Canada)
Le Corbusier (France)
Liang Ssu-cheng (China)
Sven Markelius (Sweden)
Oscar Niemeyer (Brazil)
Howard Robertson (UK)
G.A. Soilleux (Australia)
Julio Villamajo (Uruguay)

The site on the East River was 
bought by the Rockefeller family 
and is leased to the UN for a 
symbolic rent of 1$.

Palais des Nations
built 1929-37
extensions 1950-52, 
1968-73

Team of architects:
Carlo Broggi (Italy)
Julien Flegenheimer 
(Switzerland)
Camille Lefèvre (France)
Henri-Paul Nénot (France)
Joseph Vago (Hungary)

Ariana Park
The site, belonging to the 
city of Geneva, may be 
used by the UN, as long as 
they exist.

Geneva New York

Kenya becomes host 
of the United Nations 
Environment 
Programme
Originally located at 
Uchumi House, moved 
to the Kenyatta 
Conference Centre in 
1974

Foundation of the 
United Nations Gigiri 
Complex 1975 
1st phase built 1975 / 
2nd phase built 
1981-83 / 3rd phase 
built 1992, additional 
buildings planned for 
2009
architects: Matiso 
Meneces International

NairobiVienna

1st Phase

2nd Phase

4th Phase
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Heritage in Hong Kong - Declared Monuments
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Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200

proposed

84 Kin Yin Lei 1937

?
DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Heritage in Hong Kong, Matthias Baer
15

Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200

proposed

84 Kin Yin Lei 1937

?
DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Heritage in Hong Kong, Matthias Baer
15

Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200

proposed

84 Kin Yin Lei 1937

?
DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declared Monuments

14

Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200

proposed

84 Kin Yin Lei 1937

?
DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

THE UNITED NATIONS IN NAIROBI

C R O W N  C O L O N Y  O F  K E N Y A I N D E P E N D E N C Y :  Y O M O  K E N Y A T T A D A N I E L  A R A P  M O I M W A I  K I B A K I

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55 56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69
19451940193519301925192019151910 1950 1955 1960 1965 1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 20001946 1951 1956 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 20011947 1952 1957 1962 1967 1972 1977 1982 1987 1992 1997 20021948 1953 1958 1963 1968 1973 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 20031949 1954 1959 1964 1969 1974 1979 1984 1989 1994 1999 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

2000s1990s1980s1970s1960s1950s1930s1920s1910s1900s 1940s

Peak of refugees in Kenya

Trygve Halvdan Lie Dag Hammarskjöld Sithu U Thant Kurt Waldheim Javier Pérez de Cuéllar Kofi Annan Ban Ki-moonL E A G U E   O F   N A T I O N S Gladwyn
Jebb

Boutros 
Boutros-Gali

2000 United Nations Millenium 
Development Goals

1945 Conference of San Francisco
Foundation of the UNO, World Bank, 
IMF, UNESCO

1974 exclusion of South Africa from 
Security Council meetings to fight the 
Apartheid policy
Golan mission

1987 UN-Resolution 598 to end the 
1st Gulf War
Montreal Protocol (Ozone Layer)

1992 1st Earth Summit

1988 Sowiet troops leave 
Afghanistan
Iran-Iraq armistice
Nobel Peace Prize for UN 
Peacekeepers

2006 UN-Campus opened in Bonn

2002 Independence of East Timor
International Criminal Court founded 
in The Hague

1997 Kyoto protocol

1975 1st World Women’s 
Conference in Mexico City

1973 New members: BRD (Western 
Germany), DDR (Eastern Germany)

1971 new member: People’s 
Republic of China
Republic of China (Taiwan) leaves 
the UN under protest

1960s “1st Decade of Development”
80% of UN budget are used to 
develop strategies for countries of 
the Third World. 

1955 New members: Romania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary, Finland,
Italiy, Austria, Irland, Portugal, Spain

1946 International Court of Justice 
founded in The Hague.
Foundation of the WHO, UNICEF

2001 Framework Convention on 
Climate Change
Nobel Peace Prize for Kofi Annan

UNEPUNHCR

The arrival of the 
first UNDP 
representative, 
Bernard Chidzero, 
marks the beginning 
of the modern 
history of the United 
Nations in Kenya

1978 Joins UNEP as 
second UN Headquarter 
located in Nairobi

1980 Open-ended cooperation 
between WFP and the Government 
of Kenya after ‘79 drought

1985 3rd World Women’s 
Conference held in Nairobi

1969 UNHCR arriving in Kenya in 
order to help Sudanese 
asylum-seekers

1978 UNHCR opening it’s own 
Nairobi office at Electricity House

WFPUN-HABITAT

1948 First Israeli-Palestinian conflict
Kashmir conflict
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights

1960 Congo: war after 
independence

2001 Afghanistan mission
Resolution 1373 / Counter Terrorism 
Committee)

2003 Liberia mission
terror attack on UN headquarters in 
Baghdad
Côte d'Ivoire mission

1977 Weapons embargo against 
South Africa

1978 Lebanon mission1964 Mission in 
Cyprus

1962 Mission in 
New Guinea

1973 Sinai mission

2004 Haiti mission
new Côte d'Ivoire mission

1968 Sanctions against white 
minority government of Southern 
Rhodesia (=Zimbabwe)
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History of the Gigiri Complex

Matiso Meneces International was the executing office for the 
existing three phases of the complex. The first segment was 
planned in three months and built in another three months, 
intended to be temporary buildings. The 2nd and 3rd phase 
structures were planned in a bigger scale and had deficiencies 
in aspects like climate regulation and lighting.

The presence
of the UN in Nairobi was first established in 1964 and has expanded ever since. Today, Nairobi is the only city outside of the western world, which hosts headquarters to UN organizations
such as UN-Habitat or UNEP.

The United Nations are an intergovernmental organization with sovereign states as its members. The membership is open to all the nations of the world as far as they comply with membership criteria and after approval by a general assembly. International organizations describe and define their purpose in their charta or other document of creation.

 

THE UN ORGANIZATION

The United Nations consist of six principal organs – the Eco-
nomic and Social Council is one of them, and the principal body 
coordinating the economic and social work of the UN Agencies 
which are devoted to economic, social and sustainable devel-
opment. 

UN Agency Headquarters
While New York hosts most of the main UN organs such as 
the General Assembly and the Security Council, Geneva plays 
a major role as the headquarter for many UN Agencies such 
as UNHCR.

 

Vienna 
International Center
built 1973-79
extensions 1983-87 
(Austria Center 
Vienna)

initiator: Austrian 
prime minster Dr. 
Bruno Kreisky
architect: Johann 
Staber (Austria)

The site on the 
Danube island 
belongs to the city 
of Vienna. It is 
leased to the UN 
for a symbolic rent 
of 1 Austrian 
Shilling (today 7 
Euro cent)

United Nations Headquarters
built 1949-50

team of architects:
Wallace Harrison (USA, director 
of planning)
N.D. Bassov (USSR)
Gaston Brunfaut (Belgium)
Ernest Cormier (Canada)
Le Corbusier (France)
Liang Ssu-cheng (China)
Sven Markelius (Sweden)
Oscar Niemeyer (Brazil)
Howard Robertson (UK)
G.A. Soilleux (Australia)
Julio Villamajo (Uruguay)

The site on the East River was 
bought by the Rockefeller family 
and is leased to the UN for a 
symbolic rent of 1$.

Palais des Nations
built 1929-37
extensions 1950-52, 
1968-73

Team of architects:
Carlo Broggi (Italy)
Julien Flegenheimer 
(Switzerland)
Camille Lefèvre (France)
Henri-Paul Nénot (France)
Joseph Vago (Hungary)

Ariana Park
The site, belonging to the 
city of Geneva, may be 
used by the UN, as long as 
they exist.

Geneva New York

Kenya becomes host 
of the United Nations 
Environment 
Programme
Originally located at 
Uchumi House, moved 
to the Kenyatta 
Conference Centre in 
1974

Foundation of the 
United Nations Gigiri 
Complex 1975 
1st phase built 1975 / 
2nd phase built 
1981-83 / 3rd phase 
built 1992, additional 
buildings planned for 
2009
architects: Matiso 
Meneces International
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Professional Staff General Staff National Officer Staff SSA Staff (temporary)

46%
41%

18%

46%

10%

26%
13%

Working in:
Gigiri Complex
City of Nairobi
Up countrystaff composition

TOTAL STAFF:

4628
350'000'000 $

760'517'000 $

919'289'000 $

737'768'000 $

258'024'000 $

142'412'000 $

140'698'000 $
Sources of foreign exchange 2006

Horticulture

Tourism

Tea

United Nations

Textile

Coffee

Steel & Iron

Direct programme assistance

Other expenses 
(procured goods, services, etc;
approximately 20 mio $ to local
businesses)

350
31%

69%

mio$

Event Calendar 2007 (UNEP & UN-HABITAT)

International meetings 
Number of participants 1'544  28'720(hosted by the United Nations in 2003)

Habitat International Youth Day Climate and climate change 
meeting

Ground breaking for Kibera
access road and official launch
of Housing Cooperative in 
Kibera (HABITAT)

101st meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

100th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

99th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

98th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

Dialogue on key future
challenges to be faced by the
Montreal Protocol

38th meeting of the
Implementation Committee
(UNEP)

ICT for Development Education
and Training; Africa 2nd inter-
national conference (UNEP)

First Transboundary Diagnostic
Analysis / Strategic Action
program formulation Workshop
(UNEP)

WTO/UNEP side-event on
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United Nations wage bill 2006
(international and national staff)

150'000'000 $

Staff composition
A total of 4628 people work for the United Nations in Kenya of which 90% are based in Nairobi. Over 30% of the staff is international. UNON, the office which 
deals with organizational issues such as transport and security, has the most employees of all agencies.

UN agencies in Nairobi
Most of the agencies are located within the Gigiri complex. UNHCR Somalia, WFP Somalia, UNPOS, OCHA, UNDP, UNOPS offices are located close to the 
Gigiri compound. UNHCR and World Bank have offices in the city center. 

Economical aspects
The United Nations are one of the largest employers in Kenya, creating a substantial percentage of the country’s foreign exchange. The general expenses 
are mainly driven by the costs for procured goods and services. Over 1500 international meetings are held by UN agencies in Nairobi.

UN agency headquarters 
While New York hosts most of the main UN organs such as the General Assembly and the Security Council, Geneva plays a major role as the headquarter 
for many UN Agencies such as UNHCR. Vienna and Nairobi have little impact compared to the international level of the UN; still the presence of UNEP and 
UN-Habitat is very important for Nairobi and the whole eastern Africa. 
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Sources: 1 UNEP organizational profile by UNEP, 2 UN-Habitat, Official annual report 2006, 3 UNEP, Official annual report 2006, 4 The United Nations and Kenya, 50 years of partnership by the Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Kenya 

06.03.2008 | © ETH Studio Basel | The United Nations in Nairobi | Vincent Bowman

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
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Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

16

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. Chief 
executive Donald Tsan is the CEO of the bu-
reaus and their secretary -Antiquities and 
Monuments- as wll as -Antiquities Authoroty 
Board- are part of  -Leisure and Cultural Ser-
vice Department- belonging to -Home Affairs 
Bureau-. 

 Antiquities and Monu-
ments Office
 AMO was established when the -
Antiquities and Monunemts Ordinance- was 
enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities reachs 
from identifying recording and researching 
builidings and items of historical interest to 
organizing an d coordinating the surveys and 
excavations of areas of archeological signifi-
cance. The adaptive reuse of some historical 
buildings are also organizes by the -the Office- 
as well as fostering public awareness of Hong 
Kong‘s heritage.

 Antiquites Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authori-
ty which historical item can be declared as mo-
nument or a proposed monument under of the 
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, how to 
restore and conserve the historical items, and 
to promote the conservation of Hong Kong‘s 
heritage.

Sources
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
the public

co
nsu

lt

if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new

 docum
ent

Ad
vi

se
 a

nd
 In

pu
t

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

17
05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Heritage of Monument, Matthias BaerDRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel

Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
the public

co
nsu

lt

if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new

 docum
ent

Ad
vi

se
 a

nd
 In

pu
t

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

17
05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Heritage of Monument, Matthias BaerDRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel

Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
the public

co
nsu

lt

if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new

 docum
ent

Ad
vi

se
 a

nd
 In

pu
t

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

16

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. Chief 
executive Donald Tsan is the CEO of the bu-
reaus and their secretary -Antiquities and 
Monuments- as wll as -Antiquities Authoroty 
Board- are part of  -Leisure and Cultural Ser-
vice Department- belonging to -Home Affairs 
Bureau-. 

 Antiquities and Monu-
ments Office
 AMO was established when the -
Antiquities and Monunemts Ordinance- was 
enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities reachs 
from identifying recording and researching 
builidings and items of historical interest to 
organizing an d coordinating the surveys and 
excavations of areas of archeological signifi-
cance. The adaptive reuse of some historical 
buildings are also organizes by the -the Office- 
as well as fostering public awareness of Hong 
Kong‘s heritage.

 Antiquites Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authori-
ty which historical item can be declared as mo-
nument or a proposed monument under of the 
Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance, how to 
restore and conserve the historical items, and 
to promote the conservation of Hong Kong‘s 
heritage.

Sources
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

THE UNITED NATIONS IN NAIROBI
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approximately 20 mio $ to local
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Event Calendar 2007 (UNEP & UN-HABITAT)

International meetings 
Number of participants 1'544  28'720(hosted by the United Nations in 2003)

Habitat International Youth Day Climate and climate change 
meeting

Ground breaking for Kibera
access road and official launch
of Housing Cooperative in 
Kibera (HABITAT)

101st meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

100th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

99th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

98th meeting of the
permanent representatives
of UNEP

Dialogue on key future
challenges to be faced by the
Montreal Protocol

38th meeting of the
Implementation Committee
(UNEP)

ICT for Development Education
and Training; Africa 2nd inter-
national conference (UNEP)

First Transboundary Diagnostic
Analysis / Strategic Action
program formulation Workshop
(UNEP)

WTO/UNEP side-event on
Globalization and environmental
Governance

8th Meeting of the Conference
of the Parties to the Basel 
convention (UNEP)

24th Session of the governing
Council / Global Ministerial
Environment Forum (UNEP)
8th Global Civil Society Forum

Sub-regional training workshop
for Legal Practitioners (State
Attorneys) (UNEP)
GRASP executive meeting 
(UNEP)

World YES Forum Africa
Region (UNEP)

First global workshop on
improving forestry education
(UNEP)

Meeting of the drafting team
for the Western Indian Ocean 
transboundary diagnostic
analysis (UNEP) 

Habitat Business Expo
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Society Organizations 
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tration: A Capacity Building 
Agenda for Africa (HABITAT) 
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United Nations wage bill 2006
(international and national staff)

150'000'000 $

Staff composition
A total of 4628 people work for the United Nations in Kenya of which 90% are based in Nairobi. Over 30% of the staff is international. UNON, the office which 
deals with organizational issues such as transport and security, has the most employees of all agencies.

UN agencies in Nairobi
Most of the agencies are located within the Gigiri complex. UNHCR Somalia, WFP Somalia, UNPOS, OCHA, UNDP, UNOPS offices are located close to the 
Gigiri compound. UNHCR and World Bank have offices in the city center. 

Economical aspects
The United Nations are one of the largest employers in Kenya, creating a substantial percentage of the country’s foreign exchange. The general expenses 
are mainly driven by the costs for procured goods and services. Over 1500 international meetings are held by UN agencies in Nairobi.

UN agency headquarters 
While New York hosts most of the main UN organs such as the General Assembly and the Security Council, Geneva plays a major role as the headquarter 
for many UN Agencies such as UNHCR. Vienna and Nairobi have little impact compared to the international level of the UN; still the presence of UNEP and 
UN-Habitat is very important for Nairobi and the whole eastern Africa. 
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Sources: 1 UNEP organizational profile by UNEP, 2 UN-Habitat, Official annual report 2006, 3 UNEP, Official annual report 2006, 4 The United Nations and Kenya, 50 years of partnership by the Office of the United Nations Resident Coordinator in Kenya 
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