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Hong Kong
Island

Kowloon

New Territories

Outlying Islands

01 Rock Carving at Big Wave Bay ? 08 Gas Lamps 1875 15 Tin Hau Temple 1810 25 Old Stanley Police Station 1859 26 Old Supreme Court 1912 27 Main Building HKU 1910 28 Rock Inscription at Wong Chuk Hang ? 36 Flagstaff House 1846 37 Former French Mission Building 1917

38 Law Uk Hakka House ~1700 40 Old Wanchai Post Office 1912 41 Old Pathological Institute 1905 42 Western Market 1858 46 Main Building St. Stephen’s Coll. 1923 49 The Helena May main building 1914 52 Gate Lodge 1884 53 Central Police Station Compound 1864 54 Former Central Magistracy 1913 55 Victoria Prison Compound 1841

56 The Exterior of University Hall 1861 57 Hung Hing Ying Building 1919 58 Tang Chi Ngong Building 1929 59 Government House 1851 60 St. John’s Cathedral 1847 70 St. Joseph’s College 1864 80 Cape D’Aguilar Lighthouse 1875

43 Clock Tower 1913 45 Former Kowloon British School 1900 51 Former M+P Headquart. Comp. 1884 62 Remnants of South Gate of KWC 1847 63 Former Yamen Building of KWC 1847 02 Rock Carving on Kau Sai Chau ? 03 Rock Carving on Tung Lung Island ? 04 Rock Inscription, Joss House Bay ~1274 09 Tung Lung Fort ~1700

10 Sam Tung Uk Village 1786 12 Old District Office North 1907 13 Sheung Yiu Village ~1860 16 Rock Carving at Lung Ha Wan ? 17 Island House 1905 18 Site of Chinese Customs Station 1868 19 Man Wun Fung Ancestral Hall ~1800 20 Remains of Ancient Kiln 1674 23 Man Mo Temple ~1900 29 Old Tai Po Market Railway Station 1913

30 Liu Man Chek Tong Ancestral Hall 1751 31 Old House 1904 32 Tai Fu Tai Mansion 1865 33 Kun Lung Gate Tower 1744 34 Yeung Hau Temple ~1800 39 Old House ~1900 44 Kang Yung Study Hall 1736 47 Yi Tai Study Hall ~1850 48 Walls + Towers of Kun Lung Wai ~1700 50 Entrance Tower of Ma Wat Wai ~1770

61 I Shing Temple 1718 64 Tower + WallsLung Yeuk Tau ~1300 65 Tang Chung Ling Ancestral Hall 1525 66 Cheung Shan Monastery 1789 67 King Law Ka Shuk ? 68 Cheung Ancestral Hall 1851 69 Fan Sin Temple ~1750 72 Tang Lung Chau Lighthouse 1912 73 Tang Ancestral Hall ~1300 74 Yu Kiu Ancestral Hall ~1500

75 Tsui Sing Lau Pagoda ~1350 76 Hung Shing Temple 1899 77 Tin Hau Temple ? 78 Hau Ku Shek Ancestral Hall 1762 79 The Morrisson Building 1936 81 Leung Ancestral Hall ~1800 82 Chik Kwai Study Hall 1899 83 Tang Ancestral Hall 1749 05 Rock Carving at Shek Pik ~1000 B.C.

06 Rock Carving on Po Toi Island ? 07 Tung Chung Fort 1832 11 Fan Lau Fort 1729 14 Rock Carving on Cheung Chau ? 21 Stone Circle ? 22 Tung Chung Battery 1817 71 Waglan Lighthouse 1898

24 Hong Kong Observatory 1883 35 Lei Cheng Uk Han Tomb 25-200
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Population, migrations and minorities in Hong Kong
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Immigration Control Points

Japan

    13'887 persons
    50,3%        49,7%
    age 40-44
    first degree course
    shintoism, buddhism
    54,8% managers
    globalization

China

    6'522'148 persons
    49%      51% 
    age 65+
    first degree course 

    all kind of jobs
    establishment PRD

Nepal

   15'845 persons
    50%        50%
    age 30-34
    upper secondary
    hinduism, buddhism
    43,5% elementary work
    economic reasons

Indonesia

   110'576 persons
    8,4%        91,6
    age 25-29
    sixth form
    islam
    92,9% elementary work 
    economic reasons

Vietnam

   502 persons

    impact: vietnam war

Phillipines

   115'349 persons
    6,2%        93,8%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    catholicism, islam
    93% elementary work
    economic reasonsIndia

    17'782 persons
    50,7%      49,3%
    age 30-34
    first degree course
    hinduism, islam 
    30% managers
    economic reasons, 
    globalization

United Kingdom

    24'990 persons
    60%      40%
    age 35-39
    first degree course
    christianism
    39,7 %  managers
    colonialism

Switzerland

    1'500 persons
    managers
    globalization, 
    missionary work

Hongkongnese Emigration

Hong Kong

   Natives

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Jacob Jansen, Marcel Jäggi

Migration
 Overview
 
       Basically, Hong Kong is a society of 
migrants.  Within the population, about 
5% are non-Chinese who came from 
various places in Asia, Europe and North 
America.  They have their own social 
groups, and they turn Hong Kong into an 
international city.  95% of the population 
is of Chinese descent, and they speak 
Cantonese, Jiaozhou, Hakka, Fujian, 
Shanghai and other Chinese dialects, 
creating a diversified society.  Still, the 
f a c t i s t h a t 9 5 % o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
understands Chinese and more than 60% 
can use English.
       In the past, there were large numbers 
of immigrants from mainland China and 
a small number of foreigners also moved 
he re .  More r ecen t ly , cons ide rab le 
numbers of Hong Kong persons have 
emigra ted overseas .  The cont inual 
m o v e m e n t o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s a 
characteristic of Hong Kong.

       Since the 1980's, people began to 
move out of Hong Kong.  As the future 
of Hong Kong was unc lear to many, 
t h e r e w a s a d e c a d e o f e m i g r a t i o n , 
principally to the United States, Canada, 
Australia and the United Kingdom.  In 
the early 1980's, it was about 20,000 per 
year; 30,000 in 1987; 60,000 in 1991; a 
peak of 66,000 in 1992.  Thereafter, it 
s lowed down a bit .  In the year of the 
return, 1997, it was still 30,000.  Over 
that ten-year period, more than 400,000 
people moved away from Hong Kong, or 
more than 5% of the popu la t ion .  In 
many foreign cities, there are now Hong 
Kong migrant communities.  Fortunately, 
the capital did not f low out , because 
Hong Kong was s t i l l e conomica l l y 
productive.

 sources
www.zonaeuropa.com, 03. March 2008
www.immd.gov.hk, 26. February 2008
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Antiquities and Monuments Office
 archaeology
 historical buildings
 planning and management
 education and publicity

Antiquities Autorothy Board
Experts and Professionals evaluate, recom-
mend historical and architectual merit and how 
to deal with it

Public

Home Affairs Secretary
 Antiquities Authority

Home Affairs Bureau
 Home Affairs Department
 Information Services Department
 Legal Aid Department
 Leisure and Cultural Service Department

Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance
since 1976  (Cap. 53) 
Monuments: Control or prevent alterations
Historic: Preservation, maintenance

Gazette

Friends of Heritage

Heritage Trail

Hong Kong Heritage Discovery 
Center
Exhibition, Education, Library

Chief Executive
Donald Tsang

Executive Council
30 Members

Government Historic 
Sites Identified by AMO

Declared 
Monuments

Graded Historic 
Buildings and Sites
Grade I, II, III

Heritage Impact Assessment
Assessment Criteria for Public Programme Proposal
Concept and ideas - in line with the vision and missions of the Antiquities and 
Monuments Office
Heritage preservation / historical and cultural merits
Educational value
Subject uniqueness
Public appeal
Academic contribution to knowledge on the subject
Technical and financial feasibilities
Applicant's ability to organize the proposed programme and to communicate with 
the public

co
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if site or building is listed

asks, if controversial

how
 to declare a new
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Heritage in Hong Kong - Declaring a Monument

 Hierarchy
 Hong Kong has a complex system of 
responsibilities dealing with heritage. 
Chief executive Donald Tsan is the CEO 
of the bureaus and their secretary. “Antiq-
uities and Monuments” as well as “ Antiq-
uities Autorothy Board” are part of 
“Leisure and Cultural Service Depart-
ment” belonging to “Home Affairs 
Bureau”.
 Antiquities an Monuments Office
 AMO was established when the 
“Antiquities and Monuments Ordinance” 
was enforced in 1976. Its responsibilities 
reachs from identifying recording and 
researching buildings and items of histori-
cal interest to organizing and coordinating 
the surveys and excavations of areas of 
archaeological significance. The adaptive 
reuse of some historical buildings are also 
organized by “the Office” as well as foster-
ing public awareness of Hong Kong's 
heritage.
 Antiquities Advisory Board
 AAB advises the Antiquities Authority 
which historical items can be declared as 
monument or a proposed monument 
under of the Antiquities and Monuments 
Ordinance, how to restore and conserve 
the historical items, and to promote the 
conservation of Hong Kong's heritage.

 Sources 
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco
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to promote the conservation of Hong Kong‘s 
heritage.

Sources
http://www.amo.gov.hk
www.gov.hk/en/about/govdirectory/govchart/index.htm
http://www.ceo.gov.hk/exco
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 Monuments
The declared Monuments are spread 
overHong Kong with a dense on hongkong 
island. Better visible is the distribution on the 
timeline. One tend to say, declared 
monuments must be older than 70 years. Even 
though most of monuments are of a chinese 
origin. Also few of them are of the british 
colonialtime. Modern monuments are really 
rare. An Example leading into this dirction 
could be the Morrison Building.

 UNESCO Definition
 Article 1  - Cultural Heritage
 For the purpose of this Convention, the 
following shall be considered as "cultural 
heritage":
monuments: architectural works, works of 
monumental sculpture and painting, elements 
or structures of an archaeological nature, 
inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations 
of features, which are of outstanding 
universal value from the point of view of 
history, art or science; 
groups of buildings: groups of separate or 
connected buildings which, because of their 
architecture, their homogeneity or their place 
in the landscape, are of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of history, art or 
science; 
sites: works of man or the combined works of 
nature and man, and areas including 
archaeological sites which are of outstanding 
universal value from the historical, aesthetic, 
ethnological or anthropological point of view. 

 sources
http://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/  08/02/20
http://www.conservancy.org.hk
http://www.amo.gov.hk
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 Monuments
The declared Monuments are spread 
overHong Kong with a dense on hongkong 
island. Better visible is the distribution on the 
timeline. One tend to say, declared 
monuments must be older than 70 years. Even 
though most of monuments are of a chinese 
origin. Also few of them are of the british 
colonialtime. Modern monuments are really 
rare. An Example leading into this dirction 
could be the Morrison Building.

 UNESCO Definition
 Article 1  - Cultural Heritage
 For the purpose of this Convention, the 
following shall be considered as "cultural 
heritage":
monuments: architectural works, works of 
monumental sculpture and painting, elements 
or structures of an archaeological nature, 
inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations 
of features, which are of outstanding 
universal value from the point of view of 
history, art or science; 
groups of buildings: groups of separate or 
connected buildings which, because of their 
architecture, their homogeneity or their place 
in the landscape, are of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of history, art or 
science; 
sites: works of man or the combined works of 
nature and man, and areas including 
archaeological sites which are of outstanding 
universal value from the historical, aesthetic, 
ethnological or anthropological point of view. 

 sources
http://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/  08/02/20
http://www.conservancy.org.hk
http://www.amo.gov.hk
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 Monuments
The declared Monuments are spread 
overHong Kong with a dense on hongkong 
island. Better visible is the distribution on the 
timeline. One tend to say, declared 
monuments must be older than 70 years. Even 
though most of monuments are of a chinese 
origin. Also few of them are of the british 
colonialtime. Modern monuments are really 
rare. An Example leading into this dirction 
could be the Morrison Building.

 UNESCO Definition
 Article 1  - Cultural Heritage
 For the purpose of this Convention, the 
following shall be considered as "cultural 
heritage":
monuments: architectural works, works of 
monumental sculpture and painting, elements 
or structures of an archaeological nature, 
inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations 
of features, which are of outstanding 
universal value from the point of view of 
history, art or science; 
groups of buildings: groups of separate or 
connected buildings which, because of their 
architecture, their homogeneity or their place 
in the landscape, are of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of history, art or 
science; 
sites: works of man or the combined works of 
nature and man, and areas including 
archaeological sites which are of outstanding 
universal value from the historical, aesthetic, 
ethnological or anthropological point of view. 

 sources
http://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/  08/02/20
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 Monuments
The declared Monuments are spread 
overHong Kong with a dense on hongkong 
island. Better visible is the distribution on the 
timeline. One tend to say, declared 
monuments must be older than 70 years. Even 
though most of monuments are of a chinese 
origin. Also few of them are of the british 
colonialtime. Modern monuments are really 
rare. An Example leading into this dirction 
could be the Morrison Building.

 UNESCO Definition
 Article 1  - Cultural Heritage
 For the purpose of this Convention, the 
following shall be considered as "cultural 
heritage":
monuments: architectural works, works of 
monumental sculpture and painting, elements 
or structures of an archaeological nature, 
inscriptions, cave dwellings and combinations 
of features, which are of outstanding 
universal value from the point of view of 
history, art or science; 
groups of buildings: groups of separate or 
connected buildings which, because of their 
architecture, their homogeneity or their place 
in the landscape, are of outstanding universal 
value from the point of view of history, art or 
science; 
sites: works of man or the combined works of 
nature and man, and areas including 
archaeological sites which are of outstanding 
universal value from the historical, aesthetic, 
ethnological or anthropological point of view. 

 sources
http://whc.unesco.org/en/conventiontext/  08/02/20
http://www.conservancy.org.hk
http://www.amo.gov.hk
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Central Business District 
Hong Kong Island

Chinese Market  
Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon

Eye altitude 5km

Morphology of urban structure_Hong Kong
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Eye altitude 5km

Morphology of urban structure_Shenzhen
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Financial / Trade District 
Luohu, Shenzhen

Housing
Luohu, Shenzhen
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Historic Center
Macau

Eye altitude 5km

Morphology of urban structure_Macau

City comparisons: Hong Kong, Shenzhen, Macau

46
DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Macau, Hong Kong, and Shenzhen, Lea Rüfenacht, Jeronimo Mejia

Downtown
Macau

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Macau, Hong Kong, and Shenzhen, Lea Rüfenacht, Jeronimo Mejia
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 Specific-city
         Hong Kong, Shenzhen und Macau are characterized by an own specific urban structure. Macau distinguishes itself for its colonial 
Portuguese heritage, Hong Kong shows a dense Chinese urban disposition, and Shenzen brings up a peculiar cluster structure.

 Chinese Market  
 Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon
 Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon, is a Chinese ba-
sed district, where street markets and old 
buildings have managed to escape demoli-
tion and retained their original character. 
Its morphology is characterized by high 
density, clear symmetry and low-rise buil-
dings. This city fragment is a pattern of 
commercial streets, residential, and office 
buildings; a village in the city. The main 
roads distinguish themselves by dazzling 
and eye-catching neon colored advertise-
ments.          

 Historic Center
 Macau
 Macau’s historic centre is shaped by a 
composition of European urban structures, 
perceivable in the antique colonial archi-
tecture. The historic buildings, streets and 
squares belong to Portuguese heritage and 
are under UNESCO protection. The defi-
ning structures of the historic centre are 
the narrow streets and the bright pastel-
colored, colonial buildings. Today most of 
these structures have been restored or re-
novated and are related to West European 
historic constructions and urban typolo-
gies, rather than that to Chinese architec-
ture and urbanism.

 Housing
 Luohu, Shenzhen
 Luohu District contains a mix of urban 
functions, respectively a separation of dif-
ferent land uses. The grid of streets divide 
the district into rectangular street blocks, 
which are subdivided into smaller buil-
dings lots. The residential areas of the dis-
tricts lay closely to the business and finan-
cial skyscrapers on the main highways. 
This urban layout is defined as cluster de-
velopment; it operates as an independent 
city unit and can be found all along Shenz-
hen. The cluster layout is characterized by 
a central tide and peripheral looser dense 
spatial planning.

Morphology of urban structure
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 Central Business District   
 Hong Kong Island 
 Hong Kong Island serves as the finan-
cial, business, and commercial centre of 
Hong Kong. It characterizes itself by its 
high skyscrapers, wide highways and large 
squares. The irregular shape of the plots 
were formed mostly by the configuration 
of the main streets. Nearly all the sights are 
contemporary; most of the buildings were 
built during the British administration. 
There are also places for temporary mar-
kets and streets traders among the financial 
towers; few colonial buildings survive. 
Such a composition gives an impression of 
a mass of concrete and glass between natu-
ral limits, namely waterfront and hills.

 Downtown
 Macau 
 Downtown Macau is a modern deve-
lopment on reclaimed land; it is where 
most of the casinos and hotels are located. 
The historic centre remained untouched in 
the older part of the island; an unusual 
practice compared to the Chinese main-
land. The commercial constructions and 
theme parks are characteristic elements of 
Macau’s downtown area. Its modern mor-
phology is characterized by a strict plan-
ned street grid and high block buildings. 

 Financial / Trade District 
 Luohu, Shenzhen
 Luohu District is Shenzhen’s trade and 
financial centre as well as base for network 
services. Its urban structure is characteri-
zed by large scale constructions, extremely 
tall buildings, and an extensive transport 
network. Its pregnant skyline is located 
along the main traffic axes, which stretches 
itself throughout the complete city, and is 
home to business and commercial entities. 
Typical aspects of Shenzhen are linear de-
velopments and a scale that rivals that of 
Hong Kong.
 
sources
www.map.google.com; Second Year Advanced Research 
Studio Prof. Yushi Uehara, Village in the city, unknown 
urbanity in China, Berlage Institute Research Report, 2005; 
Merian, Hong Kong and Macau, Merian, dez. 2004; 
Stadt Bauwelt 36.07, Hong Kong, sep. 2007; 
Mihai Craciun, Ideology of Shenzhen, Great Leap forward

05.03.2008, © ETH Studio Basel, Hong Kong, Macau, Hong Kong, and Shenzhen, Lea Rüfenacht, Jeronimo Mejia

 
 Generic-city
 Some of the newly built districts of Hong Kong, Shenzen and Macau feature a generic city composition. This kind of urban city 
structures can be found elsewhere and can be compared easily with other modern metropolis.
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Guangzhou

Dongguan

Shenzhen

Hong Kong

Macao

 
 From Macau’s compact layout to 
Shenzhen’s extensive planning, mapping the 
predominat urban functions of the three cities 
show a scale growth that also coincides with 
the timeline.
 Macau
 Macau’s development is characterized by 
the old Portuguese footprint and the new built 
and planned urban structures. The main com-
mercial areas are located on new reclaimed 
land, with casinos, hotels and shopping cen-
ters. On the historic centre and Tapia Island a 
mixture between commercial and housing 
structures can be found; the largest residenti-
al area is located at the northern part of Ma-
cau. The city only owns one single small in-
dustrial park at the south of Coloane. Only a 
little green area still remains on the northern 
island; in Tapia and Coloane green zones are 
more abundant.
 Hong Kong
 Hong Kong is a territory with high densi-
ty; its urban footprint is mainly concentrated 
on the lower lands of the islands and peninsu-
la. The industrial areas can be found on the 
coastal areas of Kowloon and the New Terri-
tories. Since the importance of industry in 
Hong Kong is fading out, many factories have 
been torn down and were replaced by the 
commercial buildings. The commercial acti-
vities are mostly situated on the northern wa-
terfront of Hong Kong Island as well as on 
Kowloon’s sea front and inner streets. Also 
the New Territories have some small concen-
trated commercial areas between its the main 
residential spaces. The residence areas are 
mostly accommodated close to the commer-
cial areas and are surrounded by green zones. 
A few green and open spaces are scattered 
between the dense skyscrapers, a natural bor-
der is created by the natural hills behind them 
built areas.
 Shenzhen
 Shenzhen is the fastest growing city in the 
world. The urban structure is characterized by 
main linear axes wrapping different urban 
zones. Most industrial areas are concentrated 
on the sea front. The commercial spaces are 
mainly located along the grid main axes. A mix 
between residential and commercial areas can 
be found as well in Shenzhen. Some of the older 
residential areas create a dense pattern in the 
city units. There are also newer residential low-
rise buildings, Hong Kong-like residential tow-
ers are seldom. The green space is scattered in 
the city and it offers a number of large parks 
and recreation areas.
sources
www.map.google.com; The Rough Guide to Hong Kong & 
Macau, sixth edition, 2006; www.rentalcartours.net; Guangzhou 
Institute of Geography, Atlas of natural resources and economic 
development of Shenzhen, Sience press, 1985, China; Map: Land 
utilization of Hong Kong, Planning Department, the Government 
of the Hong Kong SAR, 2007

Distribution of urban functions

Scale 1:250‘000
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