— Manshiyat Naser —

MANSHIYAT NASER
(GARBAGE CITY)

The area of Manshiyat Naser is most famously known as the ;, Gar
bage City! where the Zabaleen or trash.collectors of Cairo bring the
daily tonnage of the city s garbage to be sorted and recycled here.
This' informal .ecoomy of the area forms an enclave of specializati-
on of livelihood and the lack of formal infrastructures takes place in

s

ments and daily city activities. /
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Abb. 2 Abb. 3

B The population of the settle-

ment has more than tripled
since 1981, although there has [l {1991
= | been very little expansion of 2000

the physical boundaries of the
| settlement.

=% In the areas where no gar

¥ bage sorting takes place the
structure is even denser and
shows less open spaces. The
pathways starts from the main
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Girls attend school for 3

to 6 months, afterwards
they are able to work.
During their education
they get a monthly

starts replacing
tin shacks.

Government forbade the salary.

Zabaleen settlement to
expand beyond its 1978

limits. Household visiting
program. Young
Game'eya women are trained
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Zabaleen zarrap larab. Zeriba=pigsty]

City of Dead

The Zabaleen [=garbage collectors] are coptic ¢
who came to Cairo in the’early 20th'century. As pigopée-
ders they had to settle’down at.the edge of thgflity. The
feed for their pigs they bought from the jg##Miyaand the
pigs they sold to,merchants, whg 30 ~/  he meat
to the tourists, foreigners o hal

selves.
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Garbage Collection

The Zabaleen do not live from collection garbage but from
recycling and reselling it. 90% of their income is related
to the recycling process. In times before the swine flu, up
to 60% of their total income was earned from selling the
pigs. The micro economies around garbage collection in
Cairo gives job to 40000 people.

Garbage composition [1985]

Wahiya Wahi [Coran]= Revelation

The Wahiya or ,People of the Oasis” came to Cairo
around 1890. In order to earn money they started to coll-
ect waste, mainly organic waste and Paper, which they
dried. They sold the dried flat cakes to bakerys, bathing
houses etc. as fuel. The fresh vegetables they sold to
the beduin. A huge and organized network developed,
in which every family had their own routes to collect
the garbage. The routes existed of single houses which
were spread over the whole city, they were handed over
from father to son. With time the Wahiya could establish
themselves and so they rented out their garbage routes
more and more to the Zarrab [arab. Zeriba=pigstyl, who
called themselves ,, Zabaleen”

Garbage collection [2008]

Zabaleen
20 % [ Government

privat Companies

Recycling facts [1993]

[ | organic rubbish

. mixed paper 20 % 20 %
mixed glas
textile / bones 80 % 80 % Recycled
I/t i
mfata /tInS_ dumped outside
mixed plastic the city
High income  Middle income  Low income I dirt / faeces Government Zabaleen
group group group

The amount of recycable waste is higher in the high income areas.

of Cairo.

Resettlement

When the Zabaleen moved to
Cairo they settled in Imbaba and
Bab El Bahr. Since then they
were moved by the government
several times. In recent time

E they are supposed to be reloca-
ted again into the desert outside

[

. Garbage City

[ Islamic Cairo
City of Dead
other Zabaleen
settlements
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