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TERRITORIAL FEATU.

Historically significant for farm produce and m
istocracy the Bassa Sabina presents itself today
tion an evident supremacy at least in the appea
from Rome this region once played an importa
capital and today it is becoming the target of st

Pressure —

for olive oil supplies of the roman ar-
n of layers, yet leaving the olive cultiva-
dscape. Because of the 20 km distance
transport of materials towards the

of settlement.
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Landscape continuity over centuries
Even before the Roman period the territory was utilized
agricultural production which was then shipped to Rom
Hilltop towns were important strongholds for civil prote
tion and securina supplies from raids.
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2 Pasture
3 Olive Plantation
4 Field
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: WEAKENING
JDDUCTION

becoming a luxury for which farmers a
tion owners only harvest as a private hc
On the other hand the special charm of
from all around the world, has to enduz
systems the communes are changing la;
commodate the increasing housing req

— Agricultural Landscape —

» EU funds and where private planta-

: market.

landscape, which delights some people
ilding sector: towards the large traffic
land into new residential zones to ac-
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Olive plantation requirements
Olive trees require specific rules for optimal harvesting:
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Cantalupo
Casaprota
Casperia
Castelnuovo di Farfa
Collevecchio
Configni
Cottanello

Fara in Sabina
Forano

Frasso Sabino
Magliano Sabina
Mompeo
Montasola
Montebuono
Montenero Sabino
Montopoli
Poggio Catino
Poggio Mirteto
Poggio Nativo
Roccantica
Salisano

Selci
Stimigliano
Tarano

Toffia

Torri in Sabina
Vacone

50% 100%

85% call themselves ‘Farmers’

Statistics show that in every commune there is a high per
centage of people working in the agricultural sector, what
would describe this region as a rural based economy. Actu-
ally most of the people do harvest their own land, but the

jon should consider their occ tion throughout the
ar. Usually people involved in agriculture have a different
aln occup st the tertiary, and do farming as

a part-time joo.
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Large sca

Pressures on small scale produ:

Olive oil is sold in different ways depending on tne one
hand on the landlord’s will to undertake (or not) a com-
mercial activity, on the other hand on profit calculations
based on the D.O.P regulations, which define strictly the
conditions for D.O.P branding. The price for producing oil
is about 8 Euros/liter. A considerable percentage is sold
on a larger scale under the Sabina D.O.P Brand which is
affordable because of the formation of so called ‘consorzi’,
an association of several farmers with common interests.
The rest, about 34%, splits in 3 categories of more or less
formal sale or exchange (offered to friends, sold for more
that it's worth on higher circles, etc.).
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‘utch gentleman, became
farmer in Bassa Sabina to

e able to expand his built
roperty of 30% (instead

f the normal 10%). He has
ever had anything to do with
Irming in his native country.

\lessandra

roduces olive oil from her
wn 150 trees and helps har
asting her dutch neighbor's
lot while he is away.

iianluca

e harvests from 5000 to
2000 quintals olives a year
1d sells the resulting Sa-
ina DOP olive oil just in his
10p, not in bigger markets
ecause it would not be
rofitable enough.
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Single farmers
€ € ?
\Lform
EU
SINGLE FARMER AUTHORITY DOP CONSORTIUM
No. of bottled litres Businessplan: how to
No. of trees improve production
with money

EU subvention system

On two independent channels olive farmers can be consid-
ered for allocations by the “EAGGF"-fonds for agricultural
development of the EU. Either they arrange into a consor
tium with a regular business plan which summarizes the
goals set by the participants to improve their production of
high quality oll, or single farmers obtain an allowance for
each tree and liter of olive oil they produce in one year.

£ single farmers
EU ’
SINGLE FARMER AUTHORITY ’ DOP CONSORTIUM
Businessplan: how to
improve production
No. of trees with money

EU subvention misuse

Formally the DOP consortium should invest the grants ina
better and more efficient production of high quality olive oil.
Nevertheless most of it remains stuck in the higher ranks
and there is only few aid money placed in actual farming
investments. In Spain three times as many olives as in

ltaly are plucked per year but Italy manages to produce the
double amount of oll liters. In some cases single farmers
buy Spanish olives to restock their incomes, which results
in misleading the financial allocations of the EU.

EU aid

The cultural landscape of olive plantation regions is running the risk of being neglected by their own-

ers due to insufficient proceeds from the oil branch. Therefore diverse EU aid programs try to rein-

fe ) others “EAGGF”) and parallel to stimulate the touristic activity
ithin agricultural areas (“‘Leadert>’) which results in an increasing amount of agrotourisms to expe-

P

the agricultural activity

ence) ‘holid n a farm”. Generally speaking the possibility given to profit from these supports is
widely and openly accepted amoiigst the Sabinian farmers.
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Agroturism EU Authority

Agrotourism

This sort of hospitality structure is a protected term that
can only be used by attaining to specific criteria. Once
achieved the, peasants are allowed to profit from subsides
allocated by the EU.

]2[ Golf Club (closed)

Q Congress Centre

.'_/:: 5-star hotel (Planned)
Q Q 3-star hotel
Q Q Q Q Q 2-star hotel

NONOANONONBNCNNNN  ese
ARAAAAAAAIA/AIAIAIAIATAIAAIAIN
AN AAAAARIAATAIAIAIAIAIAIN
ARAIAANAAAAAIAAAIAIAAAIAIN
N0OO0OONAN0NONNN  Agotourism

Weak touristic offer

big amount of touri 1 alternative lodging possibilities symbolizes the peasants’ open-
»ss towards the offered “EU encouragement”. Despite the impression of an agile touristic market in

e area, t sights and board structures do not succeed in appealing more than some day-trip

tourists froim Roiie.
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1 2 3 4

Fragmentation of the landscape
1 Roman ‘centuriazione’

2 Medieval possessions

3 Sharecropping

4 Independent farmers from the 1960s

Pressures on the land

The history of the subdivision of the Sabinian landscape has its roots in roman times. At first intro-
duced as a method for managing the farmland in an efficient way, it has then become more and more
an obstacle in this very matter. The plots, which at first were possessed by few landlords were sold

or rented to a great number of independent farmers. Splitting the land not only had an influence on
the fragmentation of the territory but at the same time added a layer of complexity to the economy
of olive oil production: a bigger number of producers possess proportionally less land, which results

in smaller individual profit. The efforts for obtaining a positive balance at the end of the production
process are mostly disproportional to the achieved result. As a consequence many producers phase out

fi the official Sabina D.O.P luction and continue the farming activity as a secondary occupa-
. The fragmented land itself makes it difficult to organize the means of harvesting in an optimal
ay, for e the distance from one plantation to the other makes it difficult to share tools and
machinery.
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[ Land use conversion to buildable area
I New streets

Land use conversion in Stimigliano
According to the newly elaborated masterplan (2009) in the
next years most of the building development in Stimigliano
willtake, placefinithe centerndown @atitherraillines where

a new network of roads bullds the head of the motorway
drive-up to the A1 (to Rome or Orte). By car or train it lasts
about one hiour to reach the center of Rome.
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RESIDENTIAL LAN

The urban evolution in the Bassa Sabin:
the historical residential structures that
These are due to changed idea of living
part to the escape of Romans from the
the Bassa Sabina, even less to the same |
development along the highway and tra

Pressure —

— Residential Landscape —

An oppositional progress takes place in the inner, more rural parts of the Bassa Sabina where either
agricultural ruins are refurbished or replaced by modern high standard houses or old houses in the
hill towns are refurbished. This is manly caused by well situated foreigners that love the landscape and
dream of a second house in the rural setting.



— Bassa Sabina - Rural Landscape Under Pressure —

c I-igglomerationi around tr;ainstationsi
[0] : : :
£ Sec :
o) econd houses
E : : : :
% Agg:lomeration ar;ound indu:strial areasé
—  Hilitop towns Hilltop towns

c H : :

2 :

€ Landhouses :

Q@ : :

= : :

[0} Huts : :

w 0 :

+ iCar

(o] :

[oX H

8 Train

. :
= River

o :

£ Olives
> :
2 Wine

[ :
<
600 b.C. 100 b.C. 900 1850 1960 2000 2010

Old landscape stimulates new trends
The Sabinian landscape is formed by multiple layers taking
place at precise times, sometimes being erased by new

ther times persist - centuries. Olives define
ry strongly the attractiveness of this rural landscape,
mulating trends of housing, tourism and, in general,
of living.
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to work to-
-owns. Towards
nmuters

mans commute daily from the Bassa Sabina to Rome. The Sabin-
he local job offer, especially in services, is not very pronounced
n the presence of Rome although a tendency to upgrade the lo-

> Mirteto is for example establishing its own court of law). The iome
exchange their homes in the contiguous Roman periphery for from the main traffic routes like
ern housing standards and a less stressful, non-urban atmosphere 3 Via Salaria, becomes very winding,

1g times to Rome.
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Rome and Rieti
Institute for Statistics

n population commutes
1s every day. Commuting
3 the Railway.
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Bl 11-15%
B 6-10%
1 05%
C1-6--1%
—1-10--6%

Density increase (2005-2008)

Within a short period of time the density rose distinctly in
the outer districts of Province of Rome. This also had an
effect on the towns of the Bassa Sabina that boarder the
Railway. Maybe the legitimate utilization factor, together
with the challenging topography, represent the only restrain
In the densification of this area similarly to other peripheral
towns of Rome.

2000 (€/built m?)
[ 1000-2000

[ 200-500

I 50-100

B 1-50

Land price still affordable

The distribution of the prices for the built area is also strik-
ing. The numbers inside the considered perimeter adjust
towards higher prices the closer they are to Rome. Further
north of these towns the housing costs are amongst the
lowest of whole Lazio (1-50 €/built m?).
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raccom-
‘ences
1 be found

E T R R O S R A o

01 Native Sabinian: work in Bassa Sabina or in Rome, most
of them show local patriotism

02 Roman: middle to low income, families, move from ex
pensive periphery of Rome to the green and cheaper Bassa
Sabina, look for modern living in a non-urban area

03 Immigrant: mostly from eastern European countries,
works in building, housekeeping or home care, live in the
cheapest accommodations (not refurbished old)

04 Weel situated foreigner: wealthy, mostly British, dutch
and American persons fascinated with the landscape,
decide to have a second home here, renovate the old ruins
or "casali” they buy, looking for farmer style living (gentle-
man-farmer).

%) O O (O o .

Europe  Africa Asia  America Oceania Stateless

00 ¢

Flatland Hills Mountains

Foreigners in the Bassa Sabina

Amongst the term “foreigners” in the Bassa Sabina there
are two oppositional poles to be distinguished: part of

the 66 % of European and all of Americans belong to the
type “upper class foreigner” and manly quest for the rural
landscape in the hills or mountains. The rest of the 66% of
the European, all African, Aslan and Oceanlan belong to the
type “immigrant” and mostly live either in the flatland area
or in the hills.
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oreigner

these town
increas-
atures
>ther or
'S
throughout the
(in-Jurbanity, access
n increase and land prices we can distinguish different types ility of modern/old
xpansion dynamics also depend on the inhabitant types. in this distinction.
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1Iype L. new poiles

Towns which are situated close to the train lines
are still being generated in two strong diverging ¢
tions. The old core on an elevated site was extent
described in “type B! through linear extensions a
roads. At the bottom of the slope of the hill, the t
tion has been encircled by new residential areas.
Commuting to Rome is simple and the land price
much lower in the Bassa Sabina than in Rome. Th
to the fact that people who work in Rome move t
Sabinian towns or that others, who can not find v
the Sabina, to commute to Rome from there. For
rather unpopular jobs like elderly care, constructic

| Landscape Under Pressure —

[tural work are leftto igrants f the t
ropean Countries or from Africa, who retrieve and revive
= old, not I 2d, often abandoned houses in the

own cores.
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102.24%
99.11%

>2000
100

6784%
2795%

4.15

3.5%

2.39% g

Resident Residents Residents Present Average Average rooms
foreigners who own who rent population Land price per house

(€/built m?)

Sabina provides living advantages

The shown data set a clear statement in the improvement

of the life conditions offered by this region. The average

land price is definitely much more affordable, which allows

mid-class families to own a property with higher standards,

especially if compared to the urban standards in the adja-
Province of Rome.

— Provi f Rome

Bassa Sabina
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Dual residential impact
Through the research about the different aspects of the Bassa Sabina two different kinds of strongly
diverging areas appeared. These undergo pressures caused by the expectations of inhabitants and their
ideas of housing and living, which again are connected to either the rurality and even on a smaller
scale to the existence of olive trees, or in the other case to the urbanity with all its characteristics such
as public transport, road systems and the proximity of Rome.
The urban periphery of Rome represents the fast growing towns that have the geographical advantage
of being situated close to the main transport systems. All facts that have been considered showing the
development of these towns lead to an appearance of an early urban state of Rome’s periphery. The
pressure on these areas in terms of construction development will increase in the future and it is not
clear to us how consciously this problem is being dealt with.
Instead, the demand of second housing is closely connected to the beauty and charm of the landscape
in the inner parts of the Bassa Sabina. The trend connected with this market of the better situated
foreigners is hard to foretell. A possible scenario could be a ““tuscanyzation”of the landscape. This way
there would be a focus on the market for second houses that would then be broadened with signifi-
cant effects on land and housing prices in the area, which again would lead to an even stronger shift-
ing of the social structure as well as in the conversion of land use, attracting in particular the better
d.
the area with slower dynamics both, the commuters’ landscape and the second houses, can be ob-
rved but with still less intense and slower dynamics, which could possibly be different in a few

years tine.
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