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Although the old city of Mezzeh dates back to 6th cen-
tury and some modern structures was planned and built 
during the French mandate, as the military airport and 
now closed Mezzeh prison, the real development of the 
now modernist suburb of Mezzeh started after Syria 
became independent and mainly under the socialist re-
gime from 1958. 

During the presidency of Gamal Abdul Nasser (1958-
1961) in the United Arab Republic, a residential area 
was planned, called the “Nasser project” along Airport 
Road, which passes by the old Mezzeh and was one 
of the main roads leading to Beirut. Introducing a mod-
ernist plan from Soviet the purpose was to make so-
cial housing, to inhabit low-income young people. This 
project is executed in the early 1960’s. 

The road now offi cially called Hafez Mansour road, the 
Mezzeh highway, was planned to be used as an emer-
gency runway during the 67’ war. In the early 1970’s, it 
is transformed to a wide automobile road. The socialist 
Baath government of Assad developed military housing 
in Mezzeh. Government facilities are gradually located. 
Lands are distributed and sold to encourage coopera-
tive housings. 

In the late 1970’s, the expansion of university and the 
frequent communication between Lebanon and Syria 
made Mezzeh a popular area.

Today, Mezzeh is a city with mixed character. On one 
hand there is a planned area inhabited by high-income 
and middle-income groups, and on the other hand, the 
rural immigration and refugees keep on constructing il-
legal housing around the planned area.
. 

ABSTRACTINTRODUCTION
In the fi rst step, we will  briefl y retrospect the urban mod-
ernization history of Damascus

In the second part, we make a detailed research on 
Mezzeh, showing how the Damascus modernization 
process has infl uence its urban structure, its design of 
architecture. We also paid special attention to how the 
local inhabits react to this planned environment and 
change the existing urban structure. 

Im comparison, we would like to discuss the different 
modern city models in Damascus,  Mezzeh, Dumar, and 
Berzeh.

In the end, we go back in view from Damascus. We try 
to elucidate the function and meaning  of Mezzeh,  in the 
modernization history of Damascus. 
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PAN
ARAMEANSPRE-HISTORIC HELLENIC RULE ROMAN EMPIR

OTTOMANS FRENCH MANDATE IND

ASSYRIANS

HELLENIC RULE

PERSIA
2000 BC 572 BC 538 BC 333 BC 64 BC

19581946 Unrest period

 Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni 

 1956-1958 
the First Civil War of Lebanon 

1967 3rd Middle E
Six Day War

1956 2nd Middle East War
Nasser Natioanlize the Suez Canal

1948 1st Middle East War

1935-36 Danger-Ecochard Plan

1858 Ottoman Land Code. a requirement introduced as 
permitment  for buiding houses.

in 1925, After a large nationalist insurrection, the issue 
of urbanism became a central question The souk in Sa-
rouja, which was perceived as the headquarters of
the resistance movement, was razed in order to destroy 
the social militant tissue.
New boulevards were implanted in its place to transform 
the area into what was known an ‘economic-administra-
tion centre’, thus the new ‘cité-jardin’ close to the man-
date administration was controllable.
1935-36 The fi rst Damascus master plan: Danger-Eco-
chard Plan.
 

1916- 1946 Frecnch Mandate

1516-1916 OTTOMANS

The unauthorisedsd de-
velopment coincided with 
growing Arab national-
ism, and revolts against 
what was perceived as 
an illegitimate rule. It 
was during this era, that 
the fi rst unauthorised 
developments began. In 

1958-1961Nasser Period

1919, 36% of houses in Damascus were built without a 
permit. Between 1920-1930, the city grew almost 25% – 
as much as it had done over 50 years previously (Fries, 
2000).

With regards to land tenure, the mandate’s policies fur-
ther aggravated the maldistribution of land in Syria by 
encouraging the growth of private latifundia and facilitat-
ing the private appropriation of land to those who collab-
orated with the mandate. Large areas of land, previously 
belonging to the Sultan were “sold, leased, or given in 
the mid-1920s to big landlords and infl uential persons 
at low prices”  
1952  almost 50% of private land was in holdings of over 
100hectares, with only 13% of land held in small hold-
ings of 10 hectares or less. Approximately 82% of the 
rural population was either landless or owned small land 
plots less than 10 hectares (IBRD, 1955).

Under the banner of ‘Socialism’,the Agrarian Reform 
Law No. 161 , no one person was allowed to own more 
than 80 hectares of irrigated land or 300 hectares of 
rain-fed land. Approximately 1.37 million hectares of 
land was to be expropriated and redistributed to landless 
peasants. A system of full compensation was planned, 
using bonds to be paid annually by the recipients over 

Rise of Asad

Damascus Expansion ( Arameans-2009)

Tineline of Wars

Damascus expansion ( after independence - today)

DAMASCUS PLAN
Damascus Timeline
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1960’s Plot division  1968 Ecochard Plan

1971- 2000 Hafez al- Asad Period

1971- 2000 Hafez al- Asad Period

Between 1963 and 1970

forty years .Cooperative membership was compulso-
ry to all those receiving land, and for small land-hold 
owners,contrasting against the traditionally “highly in-
dividualist spirit of the peasants in Syria”
Nationalization of major enterprises, includin banks 
and insurance companies, prohibitive taxes (up to 
90% of income for high earners), and strict foreign ex-
change controls 

These rigorous measures “were detrimental to the 
Syrian economy, which had a deep-rooted, free-enter-
prise tradition…. There followed a fl ight of capital out 
of Syria” 

The Ba’ath party members in control swung from left, 
to far-left to fi nally ‘liberal’ left in 1970 when Alawite24 
Hafez Al-Assad became President
1968 Ecochard Plan 

Land reform was instated more extensively, reducing 
the sizes of landholdings and lengthening the time of 
compensation. 
While the Ba’ath Party ran a predominately statist econ-
omy, not all sectors fell under state ownership, and en-
trepreneurs were encouraged to invest in agricultural 
and retail sales sectors. Furthermore, the building and 
construction industry was to be left in the hands of the 
private sector.  

Given that private property was encouraged after inde-
pendence, and has been the long-standing measure of 
wealth in Syria, the Ba’ath government did not establish 
a system of social housing.

As the result of the Pan-Arab ideology of Baath Party, 
the refugees from surrounding countries, and the rurual 
immigrants are allowed to fl ux into Damascus, and cre-
ate their own homes informally. 

In 2000, Hafez al-Asad‘s son, Hafez al-Asad became 
new president of Syria. He tried to open up the market. 
Private loan for car is allowed, which result in a huge 
increase of the private car ownership. 

N - ARAB

Today

1972 1977 1982 1993

RE BYZANTINE ABBASIDS MAMLUK OTTOMANS MANDATEINDEPENDENCE

DEPENDENCE FUTURE

ISLAM UMMAYYADS BYZANTINE AYYUBIDS
395 BC 635 BC 661 BC 750 BC

2000 Bashar 2009-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad

969 BC 1154 BC 1260 BC 1516 BC 1916 BC 1946 BC 2009

Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

East War 1973 4th Middle East War
Yom Kippur War

1980-1988 the First Gulf War
The Iran–Iraq War

1982  5th Middle East War 
Israel invades Lebanon

1975-1999
civil war in Lebanon

Today 
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600.000

450.000

300.000

150.000

1945: February 4-11-- Yalta Conference Cold 

War Begins

1945: August 6 -- first 

atomic bomb 

1945: August 14 -- Japanese surrender End 

of World War II
1946: March -- Winston Churchill delivers "Iron 
Curtain" Speech

1947: June -- Marshall Plan
1948: February -- Communist takeover in 
Czechoslovakia

1948: June 24 -- Berlin Blockade begins

1949: July -- NATO ratified
1949: September -- Mao Zedong, a 
Communist, takes control of China

1949: September -- Soviets explode 

first atomic bomb
1950: February -- Joe McCarthy begins 
Communist witch hunt

1950: June -- Korean War begins
1951: January 12 -- Federal Civil Defense 

Administration established, against 

communism and the 

threat of nuclear attacks
1953: June 19 -- first U.S. civilians to be 
sentenced to death for espionage. 
1953: July -- Korean War ends

1954: March -- KGB,the national security 

agency of the USSR, is 
established
1954 -- CIA helps overthrow unfriendly regimes 
in Iran and Guatemala 
1954: July -- Vietnam split at 17th parallel

1955: May -- Warsaw Pact formed
1956: Egypt took control of Suez Canal; U.S. 
refused to help take it back

1957: October 4 -- Sputnik 

launched into orbit

1939 Hitler invades Poland on 1st September. 
Britain and France declare war on Germany 

two days later. The Second 

World War begins. 

1958: November -- Khrushchev demands 
withdrawal of troops from Berlin

1959: January -- Cuba taken over by Fidel Castro

1960: November -- John F. Kennedy 
elected President
1961: April -- Bay of Pigs invasion, failed to to 
overthrow the Cuban government of Castro
1961: July -- Kennedy requests 25% spending 

increase for military

1961: August 17 --Berlin Wall begins

1962: October -- Cuban Missile 

Crisis

1963: July -- Nuclear Test Ban 

Treaty
1965: April -- U.S. Marines sent to Dominican 
Republic to fight Communism
1965: July -- Announcement of dispatching of 

150,000 U.S. troops to 
Vietnam

1968: January -- North Korea captured U.S.S. 
Pueblo

1968: August -- Soviet troops crush 
Czechoslovakian revolt
1969: July 20 -- Apollo 11 lands on 

the moon

1970: April -- President Nixon extends 
Vietnam War to Cambodia

 1945, 22. March- Arab League 

established. six members: Egypt, Iraq, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, and 

Syria. Yemen joined as a member on 
May 5, 1945. 

1928 The Muslim Broth-

erhood, The world's oldest and 
largest Islamic political group was 

founded by the Egyptian schoolteacher 
Hassan al-Banna in 1928. The 

Brotherhood's stated goal is to instill 

the Qur'an and Sunnah as the "sole 

reference point for ... ordering the life 

of the Muslim family, individual, 

community ... and state".Since its 
inception in 1928 the movement has 
officially opposed violent means to 

achieve its goals,  with some 

exceptions such as in the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict or to 

overthrow secular Ba'athist rule in 

Syria (see Hama massacre). This 
position has been questioned, 

particularly by the Egyptian government

1948 1st Middle East 

War: 
Arab armies attack Israel but was 
defeated. War results in a divided 

Jerusalem .

2st Middle East 

War_Nasser nationalized the 

Suez Canal.  Great Britain, 
France, and Israel declare war on 
Nasser,Arabs was Defeated. the 

war is stopped by US President 

1967 3st Middle 

East War_Six Day War: 
Israel, convinced an Arab attack 
was imminent, raided Egyptian 
military targets . Jun 10, Arabs 

was defeated.

  Approximately 250,000 more 

Palestinians flee to 

neighboring Syria, Jordan, and 
Lebanon.

 1956-1958 the First Civil 

War of Lebanon led 
by Muslim leaders Sa’eb Salam 

and Rashid Karameh, who are 
funded and supported by 

Syria,Syria tried but failed to 

transform Lebanon into an 

Egyptian satellite. Lebanon 
requests US military assistance

1963 8 March - February 8, 1963: 

Baath Party officers 

seize power in Iraq, killing 
General Abd al-Karim Qasim. 

September 10–14, 1960,The 
Organization of the Petroleum 

Exporting Countries (OPEC) 

is created at the Baghdad 
Conference on  by Iran, Iraq, 

Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela.

1964  Palestinian Liberation 

Organization (PLO) is 

established
“eliminating Zionism in Palestine.” 

Fatah, a Palestinian movement 

for independence, made the 

first terror attack on 
Israel and initiated the armed 

strug gle for a state. 

UNRWA (United Nations Relief 

and Works Agency for 

Palestine Refu-

gees) established

July 23, 1952: Nasser leads the 
Free Officers of the Egyptian 

Army seize power in Cairo, 
toppling King Farouk I.  The 

coup is much welcomed in 

Syria and embraced by 
Shishakli.

WWII Holocaust of 

the Jewish.  Jewish migration 
into Palestine intensifies (680,000 

Jews in Palestine

1948, May 14 Israel 

independence  

28, 09,1970: Nasser dies.Grief is 

England
French

America (NATO)
USSR

Israel
Arab League 

(exept Egypt and syria)
Egypt

countries do not 
belong to Arab League

PLO
Radical Muslim 

Organization 

Syria

 1

 -1

 2

 3

22.03. 1945 Syria is a founding member of  The Arab League  

August 7, 1943: Shukri al-Quwatli of the National Bloc is elected President 
of Syria with 122- vote majority in Parliament.The National Bloc was a Syrian political 
party who rose in the fight for independence at the time of French Mandate of 
Syria. It was not a structured party but rather a coalition of parties hostile to the 
French presence in Syria. This coalition gathered the fifty most rich and powerful 
families of Syria.  It dissolved in 1946.

1932 Sa'adah , who was born in Lebanon,  founded the Syrian Social Nationalist Party 

(SSNP)in Berut, to oppose the French division of the region and push for unity. Sa'adah 
rejected both language and religion as defining characteristics of a nation, and instead 

argued that nations develop through the common 

development of a people inhabiting a specific 

geographical region. He was thus a strong opponent of both Arab 

nationalism and Pan-Islamism. He argued that Syria was historically, culturally, and 

geographically distinct from the rest of the Arab world, which he divided into four parts. He 
traced Syrian history as a distinct entity back to the Phoenicians, Canaanites, Assyrians, 

Babylonians etc, and argued that Syrianism transcended religious distinctions.

Sa'adah rejected Arab Nationalism (the idea that the speakers of the Arabic language form a 

single, unified nation), and argued instead for the creation of the state of 

United Syrian Nation or Natural Syria encompassing the Fertile 
Crescent, making up a Syrian homeland that "extends from the Taurus range in the northwest 
and the Zagros mountains in the northeast to the Suez Canal and the Red Sea in the south and 
includes the Sinai peninsula and the Gulf of Aqaba, and from the Syrian Sea in the west, 
including the island of Cyprus, to the arch of the Arabian Desert and the Persian Gulf in the east." 
(Kader, H. A.).
The party has been accused of being influenced by Italian Fascism and German National 
Socialism, which was reinforced by its imitation of the external symbols of the Nazi PartyBut 
during a 1935 speech, Saadeh himself said: "I want to use this opportunity to say that the 

system of the Syrian Social Nationalist Party is neither a Hitlerite nor a Fascist one, but a 

pure social nationalist one. It is not based on useless imitation, but is instead the result of an 
authentic invention -- which is a virtue of our people"

August 1, 1945: France ends its control of the armed forces.Quwatli creates the Syrian Army

17. 04. 1946 Last French troops leave Syria. National day of Syria

 
03.02.1947 first radio broadcast with the famed line: “This is Damascus!”

09.04. 1947  The Baath Party was founded. Its motto is "Unity, Freedom, and 
Socialism". A single, indivisible Arab nation was central to Baathist ideology, statehood was 

regarded as parochial, negative, and doomed to failure.
03. 1948: Shukri al-Quwatli is elected president for another 5-year term
05.05.1948  The Syrian Army goes to war in Palestine and is defeated

August 1948: The People’s Party was founded.  It represented the interests of the merchants and 
landlords of Aleppo against domination by Damascus, had a strong interest in agricultural issues
 
29.03. 1949  the first of many military takeovers in the 
postcolonial Arab world.Chief of Staff General Husni al-Za’im seizes power in the third 
military coup. He accuses President Quwatli of defeat in Israel War.  
25.07. 1949 General Husni al-Za’im is elected president with 99.9% of the votes
14.08.1949  President Husni al-Za’im is toppled and killed by a military coup d’etat. 
14.12. 1949 Hashim al-Atasi is elected Head of State
19.12. 1949 General Adib al-Shishakli launches the third coup d’etat of 1949, arresting 
Chief of Staff Sami al-Hinnawi but keeping Atasi at his post.
 
 
07.09.1950  Hashim al-Atasi is elected President of Syria
29.10.1951  General Adib al-Shishakli launches his second coup d’etat, forcing President 
Atasi to resign. He props up General Fawzi Selu as President, dissolves Parliament and 

outlaws all political parties and newspapers

25.08. 1952  Adib al-Shishakli creates the Arab Liberation Move-

ment (ALM).It is a progressive party with pan-Arabist and socialist 

views. It aims at Arab unity, women’s rights, and gradual democracy for the Middle 
East. It becomes the only party in Syria.
04.07. 1953  Hashim al-Atasi chairs the first public opposition meeting to the Shishakli 
11.07.1953 Shishakli becomes president of Syria, wins the plebiscite with 99.98% of the 
votes

January 1954: A uprising against Shishakli from the Druze Mountain. 
It is funded and supported by King Husayn of Jordan. Shishakli responds by air raiding 
the Druze Mountain. Approximately 600 people are killed in the Druze Mountain.
March 1, 1954  Adib al-Shishakli resigns from the presidency,  wants to avoid civil war .
September1955  Veteran nationalist Shukri al-Quwatli  is re-elected President of Syria.

February 24, 1955: The Baghdad Pact is signed by Iraq, Turkey, Pakistan, Iran, 
and Great Britain want to control communism in Middle east. Syria refuses to join the 

Baghdad Pact, and so does Gamal Abd al-Nasser.  l
July 26, 1956 Gamal Abd al-Nasser nationalizes the Suez Canal. President Quwatli 
responds by expelling the British and French Ambassadors from Syria and destroys 

the British pipelines. Quwatli heads off to the USSR to elicit support for Nasser
January 12, 1958:  Syrian officers secretly go to demand union with Nasser’s Egypt.

February 22, 1958 Syria and Egypt merge to form the United Arab 

Republic (UAR). Shukri al-Quwatli willingly resigns from the presidency and 
Nasser becomes President of the UAR
September 1958: Nasser break the landowning notability in Syria, limiting individual 

holdings to 80 hectares (200 acres) of irrigated and 300 hectares (750 acres) or 

un-irrigated land. 

February 23, 1959: Nasser begins to symbolically re-distribute land in Syria 

and give it to the peasant, marking the socialist revolution

July 23, 1960  Syrian Television is launched in Damascus

July 1961: Nasser advances his socialist program in Syria, nationalizing 

private industry and the banking sector.

September 28, 1961: A coup d’etat topples the UAR regime. It is funded 

by the mercantile class in Damascus and Aleppo and supported by Nasser’s rivals in 
Arab politics, mainly King Husayn of Jordan and King Saud of Saudi Arabia.A civilian 
regime is headed by Dr Nazim al-Qudsi.
March 8, 1963: The Military Committee of the Baath Party seizes power in Syria, 
arresting the President,pledges to restore the UAR.
July 23, 1963: Officers loyal to Nasser, try but fail to seize power in Syria.
November 12, 1963 Hafiz led a coup d'etat and became its President. He represented 

the radical, pan-Arab faction in Ba'ath Party.

July 1944: Joseph Stalin of the USSR recognized Syria’ independence from France.

December 1944: French dropped from school curriculums  
Febrary 13,1945 - Churchill promised to support Syria independence. 
April 1,1945: Syria gained admittance to the UN. 
May 29, 1945: The French Army air raids Damascus for the second time. The French fail to 
arrest President Quwatli and his top officials. Around 660 civilians are killed. 

January 1, 1965: Outbreak of PLO, funded by Syria government.

January 1965: President Amin al-Hafez nationalizes one hundred companies 

(employing 12,000 people). State ownership is also extended 

to electricity, oil distribution, and around 70% of 

foreign trade. 
May 18, 1965: Elie Cohen, an Israeli spy operating in Syria, is executed in public by the 
Syrian government.,.It greatly embarrassed President Hafez, who was his friend.
June 24, 1965: The Syrian Arab News Agency (SANA) is founded

February 23, 1966: Hafez al-Asad and Salah Jadid seize 
power, replacing the first Baath regime, replacing the more traditionally 

pan-Arab faction, called the "nationalist" (qawmi), with"regionalist" (qutri), which 

promoted ambitions for a Greater Syria  

June 5, 1967: Outbreak of the third Arab-Israeli War, headed by Gamal Abd al-Nasser. The 

Arab armies are collectively defeated, and Israel occupies the Golan 

Heights. 
June 9, 1967: Nasser resigns in Egypt, taking complete blame for the defeat. Syrian 
masses pour out, demanding he stay in power and lead them to victory.
 

 March 29, 1947:The National Party is founded in Damascus by President Shukri al-Quwatli.
 represented the industrialists of Damascus, leading businessmen, and prominent landlords.

1967 political play "Masrah al-Shawk" performed by Duraid Lahham.
1967  Fateh al-Moudarres,was a contemporary art founder in Syria, whose works were 

affected, and enriched, by the Arab defeat in the Arab-Israeli War 
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1946
1945

1928

1930

1947

1949

1954

1948

1950

1951

1952

1953

1955

1956

1957

1959

1960

1962

1963

1964

1966

1968

1969

1944

1943

1942

1941

1940

1939

1938

1935

1936

1934

1933

1931

1930

1929

1937

1958

1961

1965

1967

1970

April 1955 The 

Non-Aligned Movement 

(NAM) was formed as an 
attempt to thwart the Cold 

War

DAMASCUS PLAN
Syria Timeline

INTRODUCTION
Given the strategic location of Syria, 
fi rmly placed between East and West, 
Syria has long been the battleground 
site and „ victim of various regional and 
international balances of power“ .

Before the end of First World War, Syria 
was not linked to any specifi c national 
sentiment. What sentiment did exist 
was pan- Arab. after the First World 
War, Anglo- French rivalry for spoils 
resulted in a division of Syria into six 
zones, which become the future nation 
boundary of Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, 
Iraq, Palestine. 

But each of Syria’s sects and religion 
groups is still having by far deeper af-
fi nity to its relative groups in another na-
tion, than to Damascus, which result in a 
long term anarchy between1946-1958.

Syria teetered on, with Egypt, Iraq, the 
Soviet Union, and the United States all 
interfering in its internal affairs. In Janu-
ary of 1958 Syria search to President 
Nasser of Egypt who is well-known for 
his nationalist policies and version of 
pan-Arabism, But the United Arab Re-
public collapsed in 1961.

Hafez al- Assad rises. 1963 the Ba’ath 
Party fi nally came to power in Damas-
cus in a military coup. But the coup of 
1970 ,which brought an Alawite air-
force offi cer, Hafez al- Assad, to power, 
was what fi nally ended the instability. 
Ba‘athism advocated a communist-style 
economic program and a pro-Soviet 
foreign policy, as a solution to replace 
different races and religions with social-
ism, creating new patriotism. 

After Bashar al-Assad‘s succession, 
Syria looks more moderate than be-
fore: participation in the peace talks, 
and its seeming abstinence from anti-
Western terrorism, eagerness for eco-
nomic reform. But the old problem still 
exist: nation-hood “boundary.”

Syria Timeline

World Timeline

Middle East Timeline
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1985: -- Mikhail Gorbachev ascends to 
power in Soviet Union

1986: -- Gorbachev ends 

economic aid to 

Soviet satellites
1986: November -- Iran-Contra 

Affair revealed to public

1987: October -- Reagan and Gorbachev 
agree to remove all medium and 
short-range nuclear missiles 
1989: January -- Soviet troops 

withdraw 
from Afghanistan
1989: November 

-- Berlin 

Wall falls

1991: Aug -- End of 

Soviet Union；
Cold War Ends

1983: Pre.

 Reagan 

proposes Strategic

 Defense Initiative

1985: -- 
Iran-Contra 
Affair (U.S.sold 

arms to Iran, 

profits used to 

support 

contras in 

Nicaragua)

1979:Iranian Hostage 

Crisis
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January 29, 2002 "Axis of 

evil" including Iran, Iraq and 
North Korea."Beyond the 

    Axis”of Evil" uncluding

2001 September 11 

Attacks
"War on Terrorism"begins, U.S. 
invades Afghanistan to depose 

the Taliban.  

1972: July -- (Strategic Arms 

Limitation Talks Agree-

ment) SALT I signed 

1973: January -- 
Cease fire 

in 

Vietnam 
1973: September -- 
United States helps 

overthrow Chile 
government
1974: August -- 

President 
Nixon 
resigns
1975: April 17 -- 
North Vietnam 
defeats South 
Vietnam

Syria 

Arab-Israeli War.Arabs was defeated 

g g

Lebanon.

Jordan drives PLO out of Jordan

PLO forms base in 

southern Lebanon
  Iraq and Syria soon boke off 

relations with Jordan

1973october 15th,  4st 

Middle East War_ Yom 
Kippur War: Hafez al-Asad and 

Anwar al-Sadat launch the third

16.10.1973 Arab oil embargo begins and lasts 
for 5 months, cutting back on oil exports to Western nations 

and Japan.

April 13, 1975: Lebanon civil war

1978  Camp David Accords – through negotiations 

led by President Carter, Sinai returned to Egypt in 

exchange for recognition of Israel
Arab League expels Egypt.The Arab countries divided into 

a "refusal front" headed by Syria, and a more moderate 
camp.   

Israel invades Lebanon, occupies its southern border.   

September 1980 to August 1988. the First Gulf War _The Iran–Iraq War

1982  5st Middle East War Israel invades Lebanon 
a second time and lays siege to Beirut. . 

                             PLO moves its headquarters from Beirut to Tun

December of 1982, The Arab summit  tried to satisfy 
the goal of reuniting the Arabs along with placating the 

Americans and providing support for the Palestinians. It was not 
particularly satisfactory to anyone, 

1979 Islamic Revolution in Iran: which is lead by Khomeini ,overthrow  the 
late Shah of Iran. Khomeini believed in Muslim unity and solidarity and the export of Islamic 

revolution throughout the world. He is considered as a "champion of Islamic revival" by 

both Shia and Sunni scholars.

The First Intifada (1987–1993) 
(also "intifada") was a Palestinian Uprising 

against Israeli rule in the Palestinian 
Territories.

Jerusalem1987 Hamas was 

created by Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, 
Abdel Aziz al-Rantissi and Mohammad Taha 

of the Palestinian wing of 

Egypt's Muslim Brother-

hood. Hamas launched numerous 
suicide bombings against Israelis

1990 January - 1991  the Second 

Gulf War_Persian Gulf War  begins  in 
response to Iraqi invasion of Kuwait in1990.

 Madrid Conference – Israel 

and Arabs begin bilateral 

and multilateral negotia-
1992  Israel expels 415 
Palestinians suspected of 
pro-Islamist sympathies to South 

1993  Oslo Peace Process,  
Yasser Arafat signs a 

peace deal with Israel at 

the White House. 

First Hamas 

suicide attack

1996   Palestinians elect Yasser Arafat as 

President

2001 Second Intifada, a 
violent and sustained uprising, begins.

provocative visit to Temple Mount. 
Protesting Israeli-Arabs shot by Israeli 

police  

2003 Saudi Crown Prince peace plan, 
endorsed by Arab League, promises 

recognition of Israel for ending 

2003  US initiated war in Iraq. 
Occupation of Iraq begins. 

2004 Sharon announces unilateral Gaza withdrawal 
plan and gains U.S. support.  Palestinian Authority 

President Yasser Arafat dies.
2005  Mahmoud Abbas elected President of the Palestinian Authority   

Second Intifada ends  
 

Hamas, a State Department designated  foreign terrorist 

2007   Mecca Agreement between Hamas and Fatah, leads to formation of 
Palestinian unity government in March.

  Arab Leagu relaunches its Peace Proposal.

 Hamas takeover of Gaza in June, leads to breakup of unity government
In December, Hamas-Israel cease-fire expires and violence breaks out.

1999 Sharm el Sheik memorandum signed 

between Israel and PLO, final 

status of Peace talks begin.

2000  Camp David II – Clinton-led 
negotiations between Barak and Arafat 

breakdown, largely over the issue of 
Jerusalem. 

 Israeli Likud leader Ariel Sharon makes 

organization, wins majority in the Palestinian Legis-

lative Council elections.  Escalation of Israeli-Palestinian
 violence in Gaza and abduction of Israeli Corporal Gilad Shalit.

28, 09,1970: Nasser dies.Grief is 
unparalleled in the Arab World.

 3
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1982 February - The Sunni Arab Muslim Brotherhood  took control of the city 

Hama and murdered its Alawite- appointed officals. Assad reacted by sending 

12,000 Alawite soldiers into Hama,massacred as many as 30,000 
Sunni Arab civilians and leveled much of the town.  

1980s  As moviegoing draws people together in a communal experience, the baathist 

regime begin to reduce the number of cinemas in Damas-
cus from 120 to 6 in 1996.
1980 - After the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Muslim groups instigate uprisings 

and riots in Aleppo, Homs and Hama. Assad begins to 
stress Syria's adherence to Islam. 
1980 September - Iran-Iraq war. Syria backs Iran, keeping traditional rivalry between 
Baathist leaderships in Iraq and Syria.  

1988:  film“ Stars in Broad Daylight”by Ossama Mohammed, is a 
merciless indictments of the baathis dictatorship.It has won many international 
reputations, but could not be seen in Syria. 

National  Film Organization manages the production 
of all Syrian film, only 1-2 movies a year. 

2009 March -Trading launches on Syria's stock exchange in sign of gradual 

liberalisation of state-controlled economy.

16 Mar 2009，First Lebanese Embassy Opens In Syria 
2009 June - The UN nuclear watchdog, the IAEA, said traces of undeclared man-made 
uranium were found at a second site in Syria - a reactor in Damascus. 

November 16, 1970: Hafez  al-Asad seizes power in Syria, 
launching a “correction movement”. He props up Ahmad al-Khatib, a civilian, as 
president, and makes himself Prime Minister. 

March 13, 1971: Asad releases a new constitution for Syria, which makes the Baath 

Party the ruling party of the state and society. 
1972, “ National Progressive Front ” established, making all the other parties under 

the lead of Baath Party. 

October 6, 1973: Hafez al-Asad and Anwar al-Sadat launch the “the 

October War.” Syria retrieves one principal town in the Golan Heights.

In 1973, Syria completed construction of the Tabaqah Dam on the Euphrates 
River, forming Lake Assad, to protect Syria against the remote possibility that Turkey 
might choke off Syria’s water supply in an hostile political gesture. Thousands of farmers 
were displaced, and archeologically important villages were drown.
1974 political play "Day'at Tishreen" (The October Village), performed in 1974 to glorify 

the Arab-Israeli War of 1973.The play was considered a masterpiece and a classic in 

modern Arabic theatre.

May 31, 1976: The Syrian Army enters Lebanon to end the Civil 

War, under pleas of Lebanese Christians, engages in 

war with PLO of Yasser Arafat.

September 1978: Egypt signs the Camp David Peace Agreement with Israel, which is  
accused of treason by Asad and Syria severs diplomatic relations with Egypt.

  

June 6, 1982:  5st Middle East War. Israel invades Lebanon and goes to war 

against both the PLO and the Syrian Army.

May 17, 1984: Lebanese President Amin Gemayel signs a peace treaty with Israel, 
infuriating Hafez al-Asad, who joins ranks with rivaling Lebanese militias to bring it down. 
He succeeds in foiling the May 17 Agreement.

     
  

December 7, 1987: The first intifadah breaks out. The stone-throwers 
become a symbol for rebellion and Arab pride, and are eulogized in Syria by 
government and public alike.

October 1989:  Taif Agreement - Establishment of special 

relations between Lebanon and Syria, with a framework for 
the beginning of Syrian withdrawal from Lebanon..   bringis an end to the Lebanese 

Civil War.

October 1990: General Aoun is defeated in Beirut by the Syrian Army, enabling the civilian 

leader, Elias Hrawi (backed by Asad) to assume his responsibilities 
as President of Lebanon.
 January 1991: the Second Gulf WarSyria joins the USA in Operation 
Desert Storm, with an international coalition created to liberate Kuwait.
October 1991:  Madrid Peace Conference, held under auspices of the USA, where Syria 

agrees, for the first time since 1949, to have round table 

talks with Israel.
December 25, 1991: The USSR, Syria’s strategic ally since 1956, collapses, prompting 

Asad to open channels with the USA.

  
September 13, 1993: The Oslo Peace Process Accord is highly criticized by Syria and 
Asad accuses Arafat of having divided the Arab World by conducting a separate peace 
with Israel.

 
March 2000: Asad holds a meeting with US President in Geneva, aimed at solving the 

Syrian-Israeli gridlock. The Geneva Conference fails, and Asad refuses 
to normalize with Israel before the Golan Heights are returned to Syria according to the 
pre-June 4, 1967 borders.
May 24, 2000: Israel withdraws from occupied South Lebanon. The resistance of 
Hizbullah, supported by Syria, declares victory over Israel, and this is largely attributed to 
Asad’s unwavering support for the Lebanese resistance since 1978.

2000 Mar, The new government cut taxes on new joint stock 

companies from 56% to 25%.

June 10, 2000: President Hafez al-Asad dies . Assad had given 
Alawites powerful positions in the army and Baath party while the Sunnis were given a 
free rein in trade and industry.

July 17, 2000: Bashar Assad, son of Hafez Assad, began a 
seven-year term as Syria’s 16th head of state.
2000 Sep 27: 99 intellectuals published a demand for more democracy and freedom 

of expression. The regime responded by releasing  600  political prisoners. 

2001 September - Detention of MPs and other pro-reform activists, crushing 

hopes of a break with the authoritarian past of Hafez 
al-Assad

2001 Jan 21, Syria approved private banking and ended artificial 

exchange rates.

2001   May 6,  the 1st time a pontiff  prayed in a Muslim house of worship.

2001 November - British PM and President Assad fail to agree on a 

definition of terrorism.

2002 May - "axis of evil", including Syria, says Damascus is acquiring 

weapons of mass destruction. 
2003 Oct 5, Israeli warplanes bombed the Ein Saheb base northwest of Damascus, 

Israeli military called it an Islamic Jihad training base. 

2004 January - the end of decades of frosty relation between Syria and Egypt.

2004 May - 2004 May 11, The Bush administration ordered economic 

sanctions against Syria for supporting terrorism. 
2005 February-March - after the killing of former Lebanese PM Hariri,Washington cites 
Syrian influence in Lebanon. Syria is urged to withdraw its forces from Lebanon. 
2005 Mar 3, Arab League meeting opened. Saudi Arabia told Syria to withdraw its troops.

2005 Apr 26, Syria ended its 29-year military domination of 

Lebanon. Since 1976 15,000 Syrian troops were killed in the Lebanese civil war.
2006 December - The Iraq Study Group makes recommendations to the US government 

says neighbours should form a support group to reinforce 
security and national reconciliation in Iraq. Syria welcomes the chance to participate.

2007 May - Leading dissident Kamal Labwani and prominent political writer Michel Kilo 
are sentenced to a long jail terms, after human rights lawyer Anwar al-Bunni is jailed.
2007 September - Israel made an aerial strike against a military site in northern Syria.  
2008 May - President Assad announces a 25% pay rise for public sector workers to 

offset effects of rising food and heating oil prices.

1996 Summer Olympics, Shouaa won Syria's first and only Olympic gold medal.

1967  Fateh al-Moudarres,was a contemporary art founder in Syria, whose works were 

affected, and enriched, by the Arab defeat in the Arab-Israeli War 

1967 Nizar Qabbani (1923-1998), the greatest Syrian poet of the 20th century, whose 
work was transformed after the Arab-Israeli War from romantic into political poetry.

July 1970 Faranjiyya, the leader of Faranjiyya family in Lebanon, a friend of Assad,an 
Ecclesia Maronitarum Christian,is elected as president of Lebanon. 
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The architect and planner Michel Ecochard (1905-1985) 
graduated in architecture from the Beaux Arts. He rep-
resented the modernist and functionalist approach to 
planning in a time of modernization. 

In 1963, the Baath party took the reins and it claimed the 
modernization of Syria according to socialist and collec-
tivist options. 

The elaboration of the master plan of Damascus lasted 
4 years (1964-1968) instead of 18 months as initially in-
tended, mainly because the process of discussion and 
of approval requested long administrative stages.

In his Ecochard plan, Mezzeh is part of the central area 
of Damascus., extending along the mountain to south-
west towards the new residential area.  

Key Point 1: 
Demography
One of the major concerns of the master plan was the 
huge increase of population in the following years and 
the physical growth of the city. 

Key Point 2: 
Preservation Of Oasis
The site of Damascus is an oasis at the mouth of the 
Barada river coming from the mountain of Qassium. The 
oasis was an important agricultural land adjacent to the 
city, and a precious landscape. Its preservation from ur-
banization was a major goal.
Mezzeh‘s boundary now is partly determined by this 
„green line“ (the red line in the map on the right) 

 Key Point 3: 
Direction Of Growth
The master plan recommended to extend the city along 
the mountain east- and westwards in order to keep the 
oasis untouched, and studied carefully the new neigh-
bourhoods.   
Mezzeh is designed as part of the central city, leading 
to the southwest new town. Although now Mezzeh is 
still not the central city, and the military airport locates 
at the position where the new town should be, it kept 
the tendency of the expansion along the mountain to 
southwest. 

Key Point 4: 
Transport
Another important goal of the master plan was the mod-
ernization of the major arteries network, with new high-
ways toward Jordan, Lebanon and the North (Aleppo 
– Baghdad).
The planned road system inside the city creates a ring 
road around the old city and the new city.It aims to re-
lieve pressure on the existing central axis by developing 
main roads throughout the city, making more areas ac-
cessible.
Mezzeh now is locating on the way towards Lebanon, 
and connected to the central city by the ring road, which 
is planned in Ecochard Plan. This convenient location 
made it a popular area for middle class residence. 

Introduction

1964-68 Ecochard Plan

DAMASCUS PLAN
Ecochard plan
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Ecochard Plan 1968 
Mezzeh

Green lineDRAFT
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rd Middle East War

1973 
4th Middle East War

2000
Bashar al-Asad came
into power. Open market.

1982 
5th Middle East War

1980-1988
Iran-Iraq War

1975-1999
Civil War in Lebanon 

DAMASCUS PLAN
Ecochard plan - Execution
After the master plan was fi nished, in 1967 before be-
ing offi cially approved in 1968, Syria experienced a new 
political change. 

In the aftermath of the 6 days war, a triumvirat led by the 
baathist Salah ed Din Bitar took the power, and in 1970, 
he was replaced by Hafez al-Assad.
The later would impulse a major change in Syria (still 
lasting until now that his son has taken on) and imple-
ment a more pragmatic policy.

The new regime implemented selected parts of Eco-
chard’s master plan that reinforced the role and the im-
age of the capital of Syria. But they also introduced to 
ideas to serve new needs and new social categories in 
new places, thus changing the conception of the Damas-
cus agglomeration far from what Ecochard foresaw.

KEY POINT 1 DEMOGRAPHY
- out of control 
After independence in 1946, Damascus rapidly devel-
oped as the state capital, with its population remarkably 
increasing from 423,000 in 1955 to 3million in 1980.

Reason For Change 1: Rural Urban Migration 
According to World Bank Statistics, Syria has one of the 
highest population growth rates in the world, at 3% per 
annum due to increased mechanization of agriculture, 
and growing rural unemployment (El- Laithy & Abu-Is-
mail, 2005). 

Reason For Change 2: Concentration Eff ect 
Of Damascus As The Capital
The high tariffs, high costs of internal trade, and low 
levels of international trade increase the degree of ur-
ban concentration and that political instability and dic-
tatorship determine urban primacy – all factors applied 
strongly in Syria, which make Damascus extremely at-
tractive for rural-urban immigration. 
Another reason to make Damascus popular is its vicinity 
to rural areas.
But the immigration of Alawite ( the same race with the 
President Asad) is special, they come from the remote 
northern mountain, and are encouraged to immigrate in 
Damascus. 

Reason For Change 1:Refugees
The war had created a large amount of unexpected fl ow 
of Syrian and Palestinian refugees from the Israeli-oc-
cupied Golan Heights settled in camps and in informal 
settlements in various parts of the city. DRAFT
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KEY POINT 2 PRESERVATION OF
OASIS 
-out of control
KEY POINT 3  DIRECTION OF GROWTH 
-out of control 

Reason For Change 1: 
The Infl ux Immigrants. (see key point 1)

Reason For Change 2: 
Lack Of Social Housing
Given that private property was encouraged after in-
dependence, and has been the long-standing meas-
ure of wealth in Syria (Barakat, 1993), the Ba’ath 
government did not establish a system of social 
housing. As a result, poor immigrants to Damas-
cus have had to create their own homes informally.
Today, illegal housing settlements (or squatter set-
tlements) account for one in three residences in 
Damascus, and are the main reason for the de-
struction of Al- Ghouta (Al-Mhanna, S. 2008).

Reason For Change 3:
Cooperative Housing For Supporters   
In the same time, Hafez el-Assad intended to strengthen 
his grip on the society and therefore sought to give satis-
faction to the social categories that were supporting the 
regime, at the fi rst rank armed forces and civil servant. 
Some areas initially planned to remain gardens and agri-
cultural areas, like Kafar Soussa, were progressively built. 
From 1972-73, Hafez al-Assad called for the imple-
mentation of huge housing programs. In the following 
years, several new towns developments were studied 
and planned in three locations that Ecochard had not 
considered for urbanization, in Dummar on the old Bei-
rut road (Chaline 1989; Labeyrie 1982), behind the Ja-
bal Qasium, and in Dimas, on the new way to Beirut.

DAMASCUS PLAN
Ecochard plan - Execution
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Ecochard,Exploitation of Al-Ghouta Oasis1945

Ecochard boudary

major residence boundary 2009

Mezzeh

old city

Ecochard plan: the city expands along 
the mountain, preserving the oasis. 

Boundary situation now

The residential palace of Rifat As-
sad, (the brother of Hafez assad)

Dumar
middel class cooperative housing

old military airport

military housing

Alawite immigration
Alawite immigration

Military plot

rural-urban immigration

Mezzeh
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KEY POINT 3 TRANSPORT
- carried out
Another important goal of the master plan was the mod-
ernization of the major arteries network, with new high-
ways toward Jordan, Lebanon and the north (Aleppo – 
Baghdad). 

But the administration also requested to modernize the 
inner city and new streets were drawn. It was particu-
larly the case of the new Ommeyad entrance along the 
Barada toward Marjeh square and the Thawra (Revolu-
tion) street from Hamidiyeh Gate, in front of Salah ed 
Din Citadel, both of them cut through the ancient urban 
fabric of the neighbourhoods outside the walled city. 

This major modernization project was a high priority for 
the administration and the government launched it as 
soon as 1966, before the approval of the whole master 
plan. The project had a symbolic meaning, since it linked 
the Ommeyad Square with Hamidiyeh and Hamidiyeh 
with the modern city of the 1930-1950’s where most 
State administrations were established (David 1986). It 
also fi tted the modern need for opening wide streets for 
an increasingly car-equipped middle and upper class, 
at a time when the traffi c was congested in the narrow 
street network.

In 1979, at last, UNESCO labelled the walled city of Da-
mascus World Heritage and this fi nally stopped the road 
constructions in the old town. This led to the abandon of 
the few Ecochard’s ideas that the government was still 
considering like the widening of some small streets to 
the traffi c, even though some works were carried out un-
til 1983 (Degeorge 1994). The demolition had aroused 
a new concern for the historic heritage. It led to sharp 
criticism of Ecochard’s view

But the big network masterplans of highways was car-
ried out, though it took time. Still today new highways 
are being constructed that was part of the Ecoachard 
masterplan; as the 2nd ring road sout-north connection 
was made in 2004. 

Source: Michel Ecochard in Lebanon and Syria (1956-1968). The 
spread of Modernism, the Building of the Independent States and the 
Rise of Local professionals of planning
Eric Verdeil, University of Lyon-CNRS-UMR Environnement Ville 
Société. 18, rue Chevreul 69007 Lyon

The Urban Development of Damascus:A study of its past, present and 
future,By Zara Lababedi, BA(Hons), UCL MSc European Property 
Development and Planning Dissertation, Bartlett School of Planning, 
Faculty of The Built Environment, University College London

DAMASCUS PLAN
Ecochard plan - Execution
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Ecochard planned road direction

main traffi c connection
Mezzeh

unrealized road

old city

Ecochard traffi  c study

Traffi  c now

new highway to Beruit

connected to the ring road
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DAMASCUS PLAN
Public Transport - Lack Of Plan
In 1907, a public tram system was built in Damascus. 
But in 1967 this service was abandoned.

The number of buses is quite limited. As we see in Da-
mascus, the major public transport way is the micro 
buses.

After 2000, president Bashar gradually opened up the 
market. Private banks are introduced and many of them 
are situated in Mezzeh, and people are allowed to get 
a loan from these private banks to buy their own car, 
which greatly stimulated the increase of private cars in 
Syria.
Today, there is a heavy traffi c between Mezzeh and the 
central city.

Old Damascus Tram DRAFT
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Means  of Transport 2000-2004
Data source:  ACSAD

source:  the study on urban transportation planning 
of damascus city in the Syrian Arab Republic (JICA)
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MEZZEH 
HISTORY
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Basic Facts: 
Old Mezzeh is mentioned already in the 6th century, as 
it said that some of prophet Mohammad‘s companions 
moved there. Mezzeh has at least, if not earlier, since 
then been a suburb to Damascus, located closely to the 
river Barada. It is also said that there is old stone quar-
ries in the area, from where you could get the famous 
Mezzawi stone (from Mezzeh) which you can see in 
many old houses in the old town, and in the courtyard of 
the Ummayad Mosque. 
The french, during their mandate in Syria constructed 
an airport in the area and also a prison close to the old 
city of Mezzeh.
In 1946 Syria got it‘s own independence.
Source: www.mideastimage.com

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1946. Syria independence 1916-1946 French Mandate

MEZZEH HISTORY 
1940’S Peripheral Area
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Basic Facts: 
In 1958 Syria joined Egypt in the United Arab Repub-
lic, and so became socialist. In the name of the presi-
dent Gamal Abdul Nasser, a social housing project was 
planned nearby the old city of Mezzeh, with the Airport 
Road as it’s main nerve.
With a new ideology in the regime a land distribution 
plan was made. 
The airport expanded and during the 6 day war in 1967 
an emergency runway was constructed, parallel to Air-
port Road. This was for back up if the airport it self would 
be bombed. The runway was never used during the war 
for airplanes, and was later transformed in to a highway 
as one of the intended traffi c solutions given in the Eco-
chard traffi c solution proposal. 

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1968 Ecochard Plan

1967 Syrian families evacuating the Go-
lan Heights after the Israeli occupation 
during the 3rd Arab-Israeli War

1958-1961 Nasser:UAR

MEZZEH HISTORY 
1960’S Social Housing
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Basic facts:
In 1958 the president Gamal Abdul Nasser made a land 
reform in both Egypt and Syria. No person was allowed 
to own more than 80 hectares of irrigated land and 300 
hectares of non-irrigated land. The city of Damascus 
was divided in small plots and the plot division of Mez-
zeh was set up in the 1960’s. The socialist regime of the 
UAR also introduced the cooperative system not allow-
ing anyone without membership in a syndicate to get 
land or housing. 

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1958-1961 Nasser:UAR

MEZZEH HISTORY 
1960’s - Land reform
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MEZZEH HISTORY 

Basic Facts: 
Hafez Assad gradually came to power in 1970-71, and 
allowed partial private property, and the real estate busi-
ness was one the most profi tble markets as it was not 
government controlled. 
Cooperative housing was still used as the major way to 
get housing.
High-rises are being built with the infl uence from east-
block architects and planners. The main road network 
is made for Mezzeh and plot by plot Mezzeh grows with 
private and cooperative housing. 

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1970 General Hafez al-Asad 
launched a correction movement 
that brought him to power.

1973 4th Arab-Israeli War
Arab Oil Embargo begins

1975-1999Lebanon Civil War

Early 1970’s - Expansion
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MEZZEH HISTORY 
Late 1970’s Rapid Growth 
Basic Facts: 
The economical situation in Syria is good in the 1977 
and Mezzeh becomes a very popular place to reside 
in both for it’s location on the route to Beiruth but also 
because of the expansion of the Damascus university. 
Student housing is built near the highway, and a lot of 
professors move to Mezzeh. 
The residential palace of Rifat Assad, the brother of 
Hafez assad is built overlooking Mezzeh and a lot of mil-
itary housing is constructed near the airport and along 
Mezzeh highway. 

1977

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1970-2000 Hafez al-Asad 

Oil Price in Today’s dollar ( Barrel)
GDP(Million SP of 1995) ,Data 

source: commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
Category:Petroleum
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2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

MEZZEH HISTORY 
1980s - A maturing city
Basic Facts: 
The plot division of Mezzeh is fi lling up and more and 
more high-rises are being built along the highway. 
The ring-road suggested in the 1968 Ecochard plan is 
begins to be constructed, going from the junction of Bei-
ruth road and Mezzeh high-way. 
More military housing is built near the airport. 
During the 1982 boycott many people residing in Mez-
zeh leave the country to work else where as the country 
goes through recession. A coupon system is introduced 
and small government shops are built at various loca-
tions in Mezzeh. 

1980-1988 Iran-Iraq War

1970-2000 Hafez al-Asad 1975-1999Lebanon Civil War
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MEZZEH HISTORY 
1990s - Liberalisation
Basic Facts: 
The Mezzeh plot division is full 
New part of Mezzeh built in the south close to the new 
ring road mostly high-rises 10-12 fl oors. All private in-
vestors. 
Some of the private small residential houses, the Villats, 
are sold and still in reconstruction by private investors. 

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

1970-2000 Hafez al-Asad 1975-1999Lebanon Civil War
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MEZZEH HISTORY 
Today
Basic Facts: 
Mezzeh is now a popular high income residential area 
Mezzeh is still in transformation. Especially the villat 
plots- some are sold and reconstructed. governmental 
institutions as the new court house is built.
privatisation and personalisation of houses and public 
spaces keep going on. After paying the illegal construc-
tion fi ne, some of the illegal constructions are in fact “ 
legalized„.
After Bashar became new president, more private banks 
are opened. commercial spaces is allowed in the bottom 
fl oor of mezzeh highway, a lot of offi ces. Mezzeh mall is 
opened. 
With the loan from private banks, more private cars are 
owned by people. 

 

2000 Bashar 20091958-61 Nasser 1971 Hafez al-Asad1946 Unrest period

Sunni  Kurdish  Kurdish Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni Sunni  Alawite Alawite AlawiteSunni  Alawite

2000-today Bashar al-Asad 
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MEZZEH PLAN
MODERNISM IN CONSTRUCTION
ZONES AND SOVIET INFLUENCE
ROAD NETWORK
GREENERY
PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS
RESIDENTIAL TYPOLOGIES
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MEZZEH PLAN
“Modernist city” in construction

PLOT DIVISION

CONNECTIONS 

FUNCTION ZONES

New ring road To Kafer 
Sousa, Midan, Damascus 
Airport and connects to 
North of Damascus

To old city

1st ring road 
around old town

To Malki and 
Abou Roumani

To Dumar and Beirut

To Beirut
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MEZZEH PLAN
Zones - Surroundings
Basic facts 
Damascus was divided in plots in the land reform, ac-
cording to different zones. The fi rst land reform by Nass-
er said that no one should be able to own more than 
80 hectares of irrigated land, and 300 hectares of non-
irrigated. Also, you had to be part of a cooperative to buy 
land. When Hafez Assad came to power, and ownership 
of land was even more regulated, reducing the size of  
landholding. 
Only the military could own big plots, and two of these 
military zones are neighbours to Mezzeh; the military 
airport zone, and the area around the residential pal-
ace. 
The closeness to the military zones and the residential 
palace has made the Mezzeh a popular place to live for 
many offi cers, and some of the high-rises on Mezzeh 
highway are built as military housing. 

Residential Zone

Public

Mezzeh expansion area 1990’s

Military zone
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before wanting to deign nothing but unique buildings 
and hurrying to erect a monument themselves. If Push-
kin created himself a monument ‘not made by human 

hand’’, many architects feel thy simply must cre-
ate a ‘handmade’ monument to themselves in 
the form of a building constructed in accord-
ance with a unique design. 
(Laughter, applause)”... 

...”We must select a small number of standard de-
signs for residential buildings, schools, hospitals, kinder-
gartens, children’s nurseries, shops and other buildings 
and structures and conduct our mass building programs 

using only these designs over the course of say, 
5 years. After the end of which period we shall 
hold a discussion and, if no better design turn 
up, continue in the same fashion for the next 
fi ve years. What’s wrong in this approach, com-
rades?”...

...”Comrades, I shall bring my speech to a close by ex-
pressing my confi dence that builders, architects, engi-
neers, workers in the construction-materials industry 
and in manufacture of machinery for construction and 
roads, and employees of design and research organi-
zations will carry out with honour the tasks laid upon 
them by the Party and the Government: will improve 
still further the level, pace and quality of construction in 
our country; will accelerate the bringing in of factories, 
mines, power stations, and manufactories; and will build 
residences, schools, and hospitals better and more 
beautifully. Goodbye until we meet again at the next 
conference of builders. I wish you success, comrades! 
(Wild, continuous applause. Everyone stands)”

Nikita Kruschev

“COMRADES!”

“It is a long time since we last had a National Confer-
ence of Builders and there is a great need for such a 
conference. It is my opinion that the present meeting 
will be to the great good not just in construction, but of 
all our work both in industry and in other sectors of our 
national economy.”

“What are the consequences of using monolithic con-
crete in construction? Increased dirt on building sites. 
The use of moulds of all kinds and shapes. Unneces-
sary expenditure of iron. Wastage of cement. Losses of 
inert materials and concrete. 

And what are the eff ects of using prefabricated 
parts? Use of prefabricated reinforced concrete 
will allow us to manufacture parts as is done in 
the plant industry - it will make it possible to 
switch to factory construction methods. 
(Applause)”...

...“Our country is engaged in building industrial enter-
prises, residential buildings, schools, hospitals, and 
other structures on a large scale. The construction pro-

grams is of vital importance. We have an obligation 
to sign signifi cantly speed up, improve quality 
of, and reduce cost of, construction. In order to 
do so, there is only one path - and that path is 
of the most extensive industrialization of con-
struction.”...

...“The interests of industrialization of construction dic-
tate the necessity of reorganization how our design 
organisations work, of making production of standard 
design and use of already existing standard designs the 
main element of their work.”...

...“They (architects) are all agreed that use of standard 
designs will signifi cantly simplify and improve the qual-
ity of construction, but in practice many architects, en-
gineers, and - industrial construction - technologists too 
aspire to create only their one-off designs. 

Why does this happen? One of the reasons evi-
dently is that there are fl aws in the way we train 
architects. Led on by the examples of great masters, 
many young architects hardly wait to cross the threshold 
of their architecture institutes or fi nd their feet properly 

MEZZEH PLAN
Soviet infl uence - Mass-production

Excerpts from Volume magazine nr 21 “The Block”,  Archis 2009 #3, 
“On the extensive introduction of industrial methods, improving the 
quality and reducing the costs of construction” 
Excerpts from a speech by Nikita Krushchev at the National Con-
ference of Builders, Architects, Workers in the Construction Materi-
als and Manufacture of Construction and Road Machinery Industries, 
and Employees of Design and Research and Development Organiza-
tions on December 7, 1954. DRAFT
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Soviet infl uence - Microrayon
“In 1971 the Central Scientifi c Research and Design 
Institute on Urban Development published District and 
Micro district: Manual for Design and Building (Mos-
cow: Publisher of Literature for the Building industry). 
It contains the scientifi c principles for designing a mi-
crorayon.”

“The core principle of Soviet urban theory is Sistema 
Stupenchatago Obaluzhivaniya which translates liter-
ally as “System of Stepped Services”. In this system the 
city is divided into several scales. Each one of which 
is responsible for certain amenities. The system sets 
up a hierarchy of public buildings dependent upon use 
frequency. The smallest scale of microrayon consists of 
facilities for daily use: schools, kinder gardens, grocery 
stores and communal services. Residential district scale 
buildings are used periodically and include cinemas, 
restaurants, polyclinics and shops selling manufactured 
goods. The largest scale is urban and consists of facili-
ties used only sporadically or incidentally: theatres, zoos 
and exhibition halls, for example.”

“The theory is that the more intensively a function is used 
the closer it should be located to residential districts.”

Excerpts from Volume magazine nr 21 “The Block”,  Archis 2009 #3, 
“Microroayon Handbook” by Dimitri Zadorin

Schools, grocery stores and kindergartens should be 
reached within a radius of 2-400 meters, and workplac-
es should be reached within 1200 meters. But function 
radiuses should not be too far away from each other, it 
will produce areas with poor access, neither should they 
be too close which will result in an ineffi cient overlap-
ping. 1.8 times the radius if the microrayon is the opti-
mal solution, then only 5-10 % will have poor access or 
overlapping. 

MEZZEH PLAN

Microrayon test on Mez-
zeh. Red gradient, for main 
commercial and offi  ce cen-
tre. Gray gradient for prima-
ry and secondary schools. 

1200 m

200-300 m
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System
Basic facts  
The road system in Mezzeh is built according to the plot 
division, and plots are sold one after one. The road was 
completely laid out before selling of the plots. 
The size of the road, have been changed and widened 
as development progressed.  

1972 map: showing roads constructed before buildings Mezzeh highway in 2009DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_Main road ( 60’s ) 
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Road System_ Block Road ( 60’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_ Footpath between blocks ( 60’s) 
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Road System_ Highway ( 70’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_ Highway_Crossing the street( 70’s ) 
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Road System_ Highway_Tunnels( 70’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_ Main Road ( 70’s ) 
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Road System_Block road ( 70’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_ Footpath ( 70’s ) 
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Road System_ Main road ( 80-90’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Road System_ Block Road ( 80-90’s ) 
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Road System_ Footpath in Block ( 80-90’s ) 
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MEZZEH PLAN
Greenery system
Basic facts
Mezzeh is planned as green suburb. Almost all plots 
have assigned gardens, whether they are private or 
shared. Small public gardens  are distributed in the en-
tire area inside blocks or between blocks. Two big rec-
reation parks with sports facilities are planned.  

Private green

Shared green

Public green
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Private green

Shared green

Public green

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Greenery system_Recreation park
MEZZEH PLAN
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Greenery system_Recreation park
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Greenery system_Central Park inside blocks
MEZZEH PLAN
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Greenery system_Central Park between blocks
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Greenery system_Greenery along the streets
MEZZEH PLAN
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Greenery system_Greenery in the middle of streets

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Greenery system_Planned private gardens
MEZZEH PLAN
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Greenery system_Planned cooperative gardens
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MEZZEH PLAN
Public facilities
Basic facts
Functions assigned through the plot division plan. 
Schools in the centre of neighbourhood. All public 
schools in Damascus are designed by the same archi-
tect, Chaldoun Soufi , who also was a member of the 
Bath Party. 
Centralized commercial and offi ce zone. Mixed govern-
mental and private offi ces. 
Governmental plots; the courthouse, the national news-
paper, electricity company building.
Mosques and churches are spread out through out the 
area, often near to the schools.
Small hospitals are built in the area. 
Cultural institutions and recreational spots in parks. 
Embassies and consulates were not planned for in plot 
division plan. Mezzeh is next to Abou Roumani, in the 
inner city, the major embassy and consulate area. 
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Public Facilities_Schools
MEZZEH PLAN
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Public Facilities_Religious buildings
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Public Facilities_Hospitals
MEZZEH PLAN
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Public Facilities_Governmental buildings
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Public Facilities_Governmental and private offi  ces, commercial zone and cultural institutions
MEZZEH PLAN
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Public Facilities_Embassies and consulates
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for private investor (one family)

for cooperative investor
 (multiple family)

for private investor
 (multiple family)

P

C

1000 - 2000 m²
(for 3 - 5 floors)

P/C

1000 - 2000 m²
(for 6 - 8 floors)

P/C

500 - 1000 m²
(for 3 floors+piloti 
/ 4 foors )

/P/C

150 - 200 m²
(for 3-5 floors)

/P/C

Basic facts 
The typology of the plot is chosen by it‘s size, and in 
the early plans for Mezzeh the highest building was only 
supposed to be 6-8 fl oors. This is much higher than the 
city average at that time, which was 3-4 fl oors. The reg-
ulation of height changed in the 1970‘s because of the 
great need for housing. There was also a strong infl u-
ence from Syrian architects that had studied in Soviet 
and from eastern block colleagues that promoted the 
high-rise and the super block as good way to densify 
the city.

MEZZEH PLAN
Residential Typologies
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2000 - 10 000 m² 
(for 10 - 14 floors)

P/C

1000 - 2000 m²
(for 3 - 5 floors)

P/C

1000 - 2000 m²
(for 6 - 8 floors)

P/C

500 - 1000 m²
(for 3 floors+piloti 
/ 4 foors )

/P/C

150 - 200 m²
(for 3-5 floors)

/P/C
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Housing As A Good Way For Investment

While the Ba’ath Party ran a predominately statist econ-
omy, not all sectors fell under state ownership, and en-
trepreneurs were encouraged to invest in agricultural 
and retail sales sectors.

Furthermore, the building and construction industry was 
to be left in the hands of the private sector (Quarterly 
Economic Review, 1968). Given the “rampant corruption 
and severity of government controls on imports and ex-
ports,…[and] the complete nationalisation of banks and 
insurance companies, private investors focused mostly 
on the service sector and real estate as they felt more 
free [from government control] and therefore [it was felt 
that these sectors] carried less risk” (Kamha, 2008).

Given the perceived ‘low-risk’ of real estate, land spec-
ulation has dominated the economic scene from the 
1960s until today. “Traffi c in urban land and building for 
quick speculative profi t has become a major economic 
activity” (Shiloh, 1969, p. 209). 

This high rate of real estate and construction develop-
ments are associated with the rapid urbanization of the 
major cities in Syria since the 60s. 

How This System Works

Step 1  The government nationalized the land and redis-
tributed it  by a land reform, which started in the Nasser 
period.

In Assad period, the land reform was instated more ex-
tensively, reducing the sizes of landholdings and length-
ening the time of compensation. However, while land 
reform was “supposed to create a more equal society, 
the Ba’ath Party favoured members of their sect; large 
amounts of Alawites from the North came Damascus 
and land was distributed amongst friends and families 
of the government” (Ayoub Agha, 2008). The military is 
the only large undivided plot owner. 

2 Investors should apply for land ownership. Both pri-
vate investors and cooperative members could apply 
and own the land. But as a cooperative the government 
gave subsidized prices for the land (the government 
showed in this way to help the “poor” people to have 
their own housing, but in fact the intelligence class, like 
professors, engineers, who support Ba’ath party, ben-
efi ted the most by this system. )

3 The investors hire their own architects and urban plan-
ners. 

4 But the plan should follow the criterion published by 
the government, and should send the plans to the gov-
ernment to get the certifi cation for building. For the ty-
pologies of the buildings that could be used, there are 
also books of criterion published by the government, so 
that the city could look “unifi ed”, although developed by 
different investors.

Infl uence From The Eastern Block:

Under the socialist ideology, with cold war as the back-
ground, the Syrian regime developed links with the so-
cialist countries and Bulgarian and Polish experts were 
appointed in various administrations, including the plan-
ning one. 
Also many students got the scholarship from the gov-
ernment to study in eastern block countries. It is com-
pulsory for them to serve the government the same year 
as they stayed in abroad. Lots of them became the high 
rank offi cers or leaders of government, who would use 
the knowledge to construct their homeland. 

The prevalent style at that time in eastern block coun-
tries is modernist, as an effective, time-money saving 
way to serve the need of large scale construction. 

MEZZEH PLAN
Residential Typologies - Housing System
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50-60’s

70’s-80’s

70’s-90’s

50-60’s

60’s-90’s

60’s-90’s

60’s

50-60’s

Plot Size Plot division typology

XS

S

M

L

2000 - 10 000 m² 
(for 6 - 14 floors)

garden:YES

garden: YES
both sides

garden: YES

garden: NO
along public green 

garden: NO
around public green 

garden:YES
house in middle 

garden:YES
house attached to its neighbor

garden:YES

1000 - 2000 m²
(for 3 - 5 floors)

500 - 1000 m²
(for 3 floors+piloti 
/ 4 foors )

150 - 200 m²
(for 3-5 floors)

/

/

P/C

P/C

P/C

P/C

MEZZEH PLAN
Residential Typologies - Determined by plot
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Building typology

HIGH RISE 1(70-80’s)
6-8 floors 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 2 (70-80’s) 
10-12 floors 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 3_”MATCH BOX” (70’s)
14 floors 
piloti: NO

HIGH RISE 3_”FANS”(90’S)
14 floors 
piloti: YES

VILLAT 4(60’s-2000’s)
4 floors
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3 (60’s-2000’s)
3 floors
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 1 (60’s-2000’s)
3 floors
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 2 (60’s-2000’s
4 floors
pilotis:YES

MID RISE 3 (60’s)
5 floors
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 1(60’s)
3-4 floors
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 2 (60’s)
3-4 floors
pilotis:NO

ROW HOUSE (60’s-70’s)
3-4 floors
pilotis: NO

MID RISE 4 (60’s)
3-4 floors
pilotis:NO

/ / / /

/

for private investor (one family)

for cooperative investor
 (multiple family)

for private investor
 (multiple family)

PP/CP/C C

C CCC

P/C P/C P/C P/C

P/C

P

C
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VILLAT 1
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 2 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

MID RISE 3
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 1
5 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 2 
3-4 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

ROWHOUSE
3-4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

MID RISE 4
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 3 
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 1
5 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 2 
3-4 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

ROWHOUSE
3-4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

MID RISE 4 

3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

VILLAT 1
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 2 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 1
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 2 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

by private investor for one family

by cooperative investors
for multiple families

by private investor 
for multiple families

50’s

60’s

70’s

80’s

90-2000’s

MEZZEH PLAN
Residential Typologies - Chronological evolution
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HIGH RISE 1
6-8 floors 
garden:YES
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 2 
10-12 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 3_”MATCH BOX” 
14 floors 
garden:YES,both sides
piloti: NO

HIGH RISE 3_”FANS”
14 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

VILLAT 4
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 4
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 4
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

HIGH RISE 1(70-80’s)
6-8 floors 
garden:YES
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 2 
10-12 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 3_”MATCH BOX” 
14 floors 
garden:YES,both sides
piloti: NO
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HIGH RISE 1(70’s-80’s)
6-8 floors 
garden:YES
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 2 (70’s-80’s) 
10-12 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 3_”MATCH BOX” (70’s-80’s)
14 floors 
garden:YES,both sides
piloti: NO

HIGH RISE 3_”FANS”(90’s-2000’s)
14 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

VILLAT 4(60-2000’s)
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 1(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT (60-2000’s) 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

by private investor for one family

by cooperative investors
for multiple families

by private investor
for multiple families

MID-RISE 1 (50-60’s)
5 floors
garden: NO
pilotis: NO

MID-RISE 2 (50-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: NO
pilotis: NO

MID-RISE 3 (50-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis: NO

MID-RISE 4 (50-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis: NO

ROWHOUSE (50-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis: NO

MEZZEH PLAN
Residential Typologies
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise 1, 3-4 fl oors without garden, 1960’s
MEZZEH PLAN
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise 2, 4-5 fl oors, without garden, 1960’s
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise 3, 5 fl oors with garden, 1960’s
MEZZEH PLAN
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise 4, 3-4 fl oors, 1960’s
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Residential Typologies_Rowhouse 3-4 fl oors, 1960’s
MEZZEH PLAN
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Residential Typologies_Villat 3-4 fl oors, with/without piloti, with garden, 1960-2000’s
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Residential Typologies_High-rise 6-8 fl oors, 1970’s
MEZZEH PLAN
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Residential Typologies_High-rise 14 fl oors, the Matchboxes, 1970’s
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Residential Typologies_High-rise 10-12 fl oors, 1970-90’s
MEZZEH PLAN
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Residential Typologies_High-rise 10-12 fl oors, the The Fans 1990’s
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EVOLUTION
GREENERY
BUILDING TYPOLOGIES
COMMERCIAL SPACES
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Basic facts 
Many public gardens are kept green, but are mostly gated and 
closed during night, and some are so gated without entry, the 
greenery is only for the eyes.  Many gardens have fallen in 
neglect, and in a city with a shortening of water supply, many 
gardens are dead. Most of the dead gardens are in the older 
parts of Mezzeh, and they are kept greener in the wealthier 
areas than in the  lower income areas. 
Parks become minimized due to a higher parking demand and 

EVOLUTION
Greenery

Completely gated park
Kept green
No entry

Dead gated parkGated park
Kept green
Entry during daytime

Transformation exam-
ples of greenery. 

one planned green area is now overtaken fully by a market.
But, the green space is not only diminishing, many people add 
illegally to their houses with private gardens, decreasing over-
sized and often unused sidewalks.

Public

Shared

Private

Greenery intended
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Dead greens public or 
shared

Green area trans-
formed to market

Green area diminished 
by parking lot

Appropriation of public 
or cooperative space 
for private greens

Public

Shared

Private

Greenery intended

Greenery changed

Added private greenery
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Greenery_Gated garden with entry during daytime
EVOLUTION
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Greenery_Gated garden with no entry
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Greenery_Neglected cooperative gardens
EVOLUTION
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Greenery_Neglected gated garden, always locked
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Greenery_Public garden transformed to vegetable market
EVOLUTION
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Greenery_Public garden diminished by parking
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Greenery_Shared space in bottom fl oor appropriated by ground fl oor residents 
EVOLUTION
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Greenery_Appropriated and privatized sidewalk by ground fl oor residents 
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MID RISE 3(50’-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

Row HOUSE(50’-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

MID RISE 4 (50’-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: YES
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 1(50-60’s)
5 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

MID RISE 2 (50’-60’s)
3-4 floors
garden: NO
pilotis:NO

VILLAT 4(60-2000’s)
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 1(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT2 (60-2000’s) 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 4(60-2000’s)
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

VILLAT 3(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT 1(60-2000’s)
3 floors
garden:YES
pilotis: NO

VILLAT2 (60-2000’s) 
4 floors
garden:YES
pilotis:YES

HIGH RISE 1(70’s-80’s)
6-8 floors 
garden:YES
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 2 (70’s-80’s) 
10-12 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

HIGH RISE 3_”MATCH BOX” (70’s-80’s)
14 floors 
garden:YES,both sides
piloti: NO

HIGH RISE 3_”FANS”(90’s-2000’s)
14 floors
garden:YES 
piloti: YES

? ?

shared by multipel families

with garden

without garden

only one family

From these different typologies we’ve found in the area 
of Mezzeh we have chosen three to look at more closely 
how they have been changed and altered by their resi-
dents and how the public spaces around these houses 
have transformed and have become appropriated. 
The examples vary in size and date and their relation 

to ground. The 3-4 fl oor mid-rise without garden is built 
in the earliest development of Mezzeh as part of a so-
cial housing project. The Villat is a very small apartment 
house with a private garden, for a wealthier class built 
from the late 1960’ up until today. The high-rise is mainly 
built from the 1970’s when the economy was expand-

EVOLUTION
Residential Typologies
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VILLAT 2 (60-2000’s) 
4 floors
garden:YES

pilotis:YES

MID RISE 1(50-60’s)
4 floors
garden: NO

pilotis:NO

HIGH RISE 2 (70’s-80’s) 
10-12 floors
garden:YES 

piloti: YES

ing and the population was increasing rapidly and there 
was a big demand for fl ats and effi cient housing. But 
also, the east-block architects and planners working in 
Damascus preferred the high-rise.

The transformation, alteration and appropriations of 
these houses take many forms and here we present 
what we have seen in Mezzeh.
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The 3-4 fl oor mid-rise apartment building without garden 
was only used in the early development of Mezzeh. 

Many of them was part of the Nasser project, a social 
housing for the young poor made in the name of the 
president of the UAR. Apartments were sold to coopera-
tive members. 

These houses doesn’t not have their own garden at-
tached to the house, but  a public green space near by. 
Many times these green spaces were never executed. 
They are now occupied by parking. 
The pavement surrounding the house, is often occupied 
by private gardens, the residents in the ground fl oor 
take this place as part of their own property, and often 
build extensions of their indoor space. Many times these 
additions are used as small shops facing the street. 

The apartments are 2 bedroom apartment, very effi -
ciently planned, with a very small kitchen and bathroom, 
as it was built for the young. The small kitchens are of-
ten rebuilt. 

The additions also happen on the roof. In the case of 
the Villat these new fl oor additions are often made with 
great care to fi t the rest of the house and are often un-
detectable for someone new to the area. 
The additions on the roof for these houses are construct-
ed during night so they won’t be detected by the govern-
ment. As soon as the new construction has a concrete 
roof it cannot be torn down according to Syrian law.

EVOLUTIONResidential Typologies - Mid-rise 

Private garden appro-
priation of wide side-
walks and space around 
house. 

Structures are built in 
the “private gardens”, 
additions of the interior 
space. 

Transformation exam-
ples of Mid-rise without 
garden. 

Ownership

Alterations
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Additions and alterations 
on the exterior and inte-
rior.

New fl oors are built on 
top fl oor. 

Shared space or garden space between 
blocks becomes occupied by parking. 
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise_Shared or public space appropriated by private gardens
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise_Shared or public space appropriated by residential additions
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise_Roof additions and alterations to windows and balconies
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_Mid-rise_Open space inside block appropriated by cars
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The Villat is a three fl oor apartment building with one 
apartment per fl oor. 

Villat could be built as a cooperative or a private inves-
tor. The price for the plot was cheaper for an cooperative 
applicant, but any one could apply for the governmental 
housing loan. 

The residents were allowed to build a garage next to 
house, but these garages were rarely used for keeping 
cars. Often they were used as extra residential space, 
sold to another person, or transformed in to a com-
mercial space. Gradually the garage became illegally 
extended to the street, which was not the original plan 
for plot. On top of these garage the inhabitants on the 
higher fl oors built new illegal constructions, sometimes 
as an extension of the interior living space, sometimes 
as an extra terrace for the apartment.
As almost no one uses the garages for parking there 
are cars everywhere along the streets, parked in more 
or less informal ways. 

It’s almost impossible to fi nd an unchanged Villat today, 
which makes it very diffi cult to determine which villa 
has piloti-space or not, as all Villat now have a covered 
ground fl oor. 

EVOLUTION
Residential Typologies - The Villat

Residents are allowed 
to build private garage. 
Garages are often trans-
formed to other func-
tions; residential or com-
mercial On top of garage 
illegal terraces are con-
structed. 

Garages become illegal-
ly extended to the street. 
Piloti-space becomes 
appropriated by resi-
dences or commercial. 

Transformation exam-
ples of Villat with piloti. 

Ownership

Alterations
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Illegal additions on top 
of illegal additions, each 
fl oor extends the interior 
space. 

Gardens become gated. Since few actually use 
garages for parking, the 
cars are everywhere on 
streets. 
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Residential Typologies_Villat_Commercial garage, illegal terrace, gated garden
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_Villat_Three illegal additional construction on top of each other
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Residential Typologies_Villat_Additional fl oor
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_Villat_Parking on sidewalk
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The big plots were dedicated for high-rises, and high-
rises weren’t built until the 1970s. In the early plans for 
Mezzeh the highest building was supposed to be only 
6 fl oors.

Ownership
The big plots could be sold both to private investors and 
cooperatives, but the government subsidized the price 
for the land for the cooperatives. 
The cooperative were organized by profession and 
the houses sometime have variations to fi t the specifi c 
group of residents needs. But in general all the high-
rises are very similar to each other, following a standard 
model typology. 

Alterations
Even though you would think that a house built by a co-
operative would have a more whishes to organize them 
selves more around the collectively owned spaces, 
this was not the case. Apartments were often sold very 
quickly after being built, and many bought in illegally in 
these cooperative projects to get an apartment. It was 
relatively cheap to join a cooperative, and the profi t of 
selling it when the house was fi nished was high.  
So the idea of unifi ed residents almost never existed. 
This resulted in a lot of neglect of the collectively owned 
spaces. People paid a lot of attention to altering and 
decorating inside their apartments and even the door to 
their apartments. Elevators, back set gardens, lighting 
in staircases and central heating was neglected. People 
didn’t want to part of a system that would maybe benefi t 

EVOLUTION
Residential Typologies - High-rise

their neighbour more than them selves. But also many 
times  water and heating was not suffi cient, as people 
in the nearby informal housing areas illegally connected 
them selves to the infrastructure. So the residents of the 
high-rises put in their own heating, cooling out side of 
balconies and water tanks on the roof. 

Most of the apartments were 2-3 bedrooms, which didn’t 
fi t the regular Damascene family which consists of 5.2 
persons. Balconies were rebuilt to expand the indoor 
space and give extra bedrooms and larger living space. 

The green space planned around these houses that be-
long to these houses also transformed over time. As the 
residents in the houses rarely can decide what to do 
with the back set gardens they are left in neglect, and 
many green spaces are dead and unused. Many times 
illegal commercial activity has taken over the gardens 
and the unused piloti space in the bottom fl oor. Now a 
days these supermarkets, shops and offi ces are being 
legalized, and are very much appreciated by the resi-
dents and the neighbourhood. The greens spaces that 
are kept green, are gated and privatized by the people 
living in the ground fl oors. 
Many times the gardens are minimized for having more 
parking. 

Shared spaces are left 
in neglect. Dead back 
set gardens. 

Residents change the 
interiors and exteriors.  
Balconies rebuilt to in-
door space. People pay 
lot of attention to their 
door to apartment. 

Heating, cooling and 
water tanks occupy roof 
and exterior. 

Transformation exam-
ples of High-rise
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SUPERMARKET

or residential sometimes

or residentia

Green ground fl oor 
become gated. 

Piloti space is rebuilt to 
residences or commer-
cial space. 

Greenery is minimized to 
fi t parking need. 
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Neglect of shared spaces
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Neglect of shared back set garden
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Alterations of private entrances
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Alterations and additions of interior and exterior
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SUPERMARKET

or residential sometimes

Residential Typologies_High-rise_Piloti space is appropriated. 
EVOLUTION
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or residentia

Residential Typologies_High-rise_Gardens become gated. 
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Greenery is minimized for need of parking. 
EVOLUTION
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Residential Typologies_High-rise_Watertanks-, heating- and cooling additions. 
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EVOLUTION
Commercial additions
Basic facts
Many of the additions and appropriations to the residential 
houses and also to some extent public greenery has been 
transformed into commercial spaces. Up until 2000 all of these 
shops, offi ces or restaurants was illegal to make, but now it is 
allowed along Mezzeh high-way, which has resulted in a big 
increase of commercialisation. 
There are many apartments that has been rebuilt into offi ces. 
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Commercial additions_Small tabacs 
EVOLUTION
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Commercial additions_Garden transformed into market
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Commercial additions_Tunnels under Mezzeh highway
EVOLUTION
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Commercial additions_Rebuilt ground fl oor
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Commercial additions_Rebuilt ground fl oor
EVOLUTION

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Commercial additions_Rebuilt ground fl oor
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CASE STUDIES
MID-RISE WITHOUT GARDEN
VILLAT
HIGH-RISE
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1982 
left Syria for Saudi 
Arabian in the 1982 
boycoot. They only 
came back for holiday

1995 
Hosam came back
for architectural study
in Damascus University

1995 
Hosam changed the 
house to live with his
wife. 
Changed kitchen for 
bigger bathroom. 
Changed 1 bedroom 
into bigger kitchen.
Built an illegal terrace.

1980 
get married .Changed 
one room into a 
clinic for Hosam’s father. 
Had Hosam.

GOVERNMENT

HAUSE
MANAGEMENT

illegal construction fine

Mid-rise without Garden - Hosam’s house

The original inhabitant sold the apartment quickly after being built, and 
Hosam’s mother bought it in 1977 from it’s second owner. 
Hosam’s mother met Hosam’s father at the hospital they both worked 
at, she as a midwife and he as a surgeon. They both lived in the apart-
ment for 2 years and had Hosam there. They rebuilt one the bedrooms 
to a small private clinic where Hosam’s father worked in the afternoon. 
In the early 80’s Syria was in a great recession and was put under boy-
cott from the rest of the world for invading Lebanon. They decided to 
leave Syria for Saudi Arabia. The house was left empty, but was visited 
during the summers for holidays.
In 1995 Hosam started in architecture school at University of Damas-
cus and moved back to Syria and lived in the apartment. His then wife 
moved in there  too and they together renovated the apartment. The 
small kitchen and bathroom became a big bathroom, the bedroom - 
clinic became the new kitchen. They also expanded their living-room, 
and built a new balcony, illegally, on the already existing illegal structure 
on the ground fl oor. Hosam paid his compensation fi ne to the govern-
ment and the new balcony was legalized. Facade.

EVOLUTION

Hosam,  the owner, is a Syrian architect.
This house was built in the 1960’s, as part of the Nasser 
project housing for the poor youth. 
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LAND

CENTRAL 
PLAN AND 
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMMITTEE

public plot
private plot

public plot
private plot

COOPERATIVE
 INVESTORS

(poor young people)

REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

BIG  LANDOWNER

nationalized land

?

private plot

private plot

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 1

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 2

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 3

(Hosam’s mother)

GOVERNMENT
URBAN PLANNER

STANDARD FROM USSR

INFLUENCE FROM USSR

STANDARD FROM USSR

GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTS

GOVERNMENT

USSR

USSR

USSR

private plot

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF (U.R.A.)

1958-1961
Nasser Project

1958-1961
Land Reform

an apartment 
in a mid rise

1977

United Arab Republic (U.A.R.) 

?

Model made by Hosam for renovation. Renovated terrace from the outside. DRAFT
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1969 built 

now by Hosam

1980 
by Hosam’s parents

Renovated kitchen.Looking from the guest room to the renovated kitchen.

Renovation plan by Hosam

bedroom

bathroom

kitchen

clinic
guest room

terrace

traffi c

EVOLUTION
Mid-rise without Garden - Hosam’s house
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Hosam on his renovated terrace
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Hani’s family
(on the 2.end floor)

Hani’s mother’s aunt’s
family

(on the 3.end floor)

Hani’s grandfather
 and grandmother

(on the ground floor)

Hani’s cousin’s family
(on the 4.end floor)

1991 garageHani built illegal tarrace

GOVERNMENT

HAUSE
MANAGEMENT

illegal construction fine

Exterior corridor. We could not take a photo of 
the facade, because a Hamas leader residence is 
close by. 

Hani’s grandfather (mother’s father) was a small contractor, and 
applied for governmental funds to build a house for his family, giv-
ing the families of his daughters one apartment each. For this type 
of plot in the west villat area you could build a 3-4 fl oor high apart-
ment building with one apartment/fl oor. 
He got the fi rst part of his funds and started to build. Only after the 
fi rst fl oor was constructed he got the rest of the funds to fi nish the 
house. 
In 1991 they built an extra garage, which is not used as a garage 
to day. On top of the garage, Hani’s family has their terrace, con-
structed illegally, but after having paid illegal construction fi nes it 
is now legal. 
Today still it’s his extended family living in the house. His grand-
father and grandmother still lives there. The aunt of his mother 
lives in one apartment. His cousin with his family lives in the top 
apartment.

EVOLUTION
Villat - Hani’s house
Hani, the owner, is a Syrian architect. 
Hani’s grandfather bought this plot and built this house in 1969. 
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LAND

CENTRAL 
PLAN AND 
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

public plot
private plot

private plot

PRIVATE INVESTOR 
(Hani’s grandfather)

GRANDFATHER

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

?

?

BIG LANDOWNER

nationalized land

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

ARCHITECT

URBAN PLANNER

INFLUENCE FROM EASTERN BLOCK

1958-1961
Land Reform

REAL ESTATE BANK

50% loan

50% loan 
(man could get it 

after one floor is built)

the loan should be paid 
gradually in 5-10 years

APPLICATION

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF (U.R.A.)

United Arab Republic (U.A.R.) 

1969

Door from the guest room towards the terrace. Illegally constructed terrace. DRAFT
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-1.50 m

-1. 50
+0.00m

up

up
+1.50

+1.50

-1. 50

+1.50

-1.50 m

+0.00m

up

up
+1.50

Hani’s apartment, which ones was his grandfathers 
residence in the house, is designed to imitate the 
traditional courtyard typology. 
There are two entrances to the apartment, one that 
leads in to the main corridor which all the rooms 
have doors to: the courtyard, and one entrance is 
for the guest room, which in a  traditional courtyard 
house would be the small courtyard before the big 
courtyard. In the hallway is also a wash basin, which 
according to Hani’s grandfather could be translated 
into the fountain that you would fi nd in many tradi-
tional damascene houses.

bedroom
room for guest 
(with separated door before going into the family)

bathroom
kitchen

guest room

terrace
garden

paved exterior corridor
paved interior corridor

garage

1969 built 

now

Ground plan of a two-courtyard house (Bait Siba’i)

Exterior corridor with 2 entrances for one apartment: one for 
family, one for guests.

All the rooms are organized around a paved corridor.

EVOLUTION
Villat - Hani’s house
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Illegally constructed terrace
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APPLICATION

loan=50month salary

CRETERION

give the loan back in 10 years

GOVERNMENT

SECRETARIAT

GOVERNMENT

REAL EASTATE BANK

Supervision

Consulting Engineers

High-rise - Sadaki family house
Khairy Sadaky, the owner, is a legal adviser, working in the culture ministry in the fi ne arts section. He lives in a 
apartment with his family.
This building has fi nished in 1973 by the Cooperative housing association (Fine Arts Society), as one of the fi rst 
high rises in Mezzeh. It is 8 fl oor high based on the Corbusier Unité house plan. 

The cooperative of artists and employees in the cultural ministry, and
some of their friends a total of 100 persons built this cooperative house. 
It was designed by the architect Nofel Krawy and his friend, Nofel left  
for America soon later. But the construction of the building was by 
execution of the secretariat. The cooperative  association provides all
the plans and delivers it to special workshops to construct, under the
supervision of the central committee of architecture and planning who
also had their own engineers.  In this way it is constructed cheaper 
than giving the building to a contractor.
Khairy does not got enough saving for construction, so he applied 
for a loan from the national Real Estate Bank, equal to his 50 month
salary and paid it back for ten years. The total price was equal to 100
month salary for Khairu. But now the value of an apartment in this
building is equal to 1000 month salary.
Now half of the apartments are sold to others outside of the coopera-
tive. 

Northern facade

EVOLUTION
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private plot

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 1

total price/apartment=100month salary

price/apartment now=1000month salary

LAND

CENTRAL 
PLAN AND 
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

public plot
private plot

private plot

ARCHITECT
Nofel Krawy 

COOPERATIVE INVESTOR 
Nofel Krawy 

URBAN PLANNER

BIG LANDOWNER

CRETERION

?

?

HAFEZ AL-ASAD
PRESIDENT OF SYRIA

(1970-2000)

1970’s
Land Reform

1958-1961
Land Reform

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF U.R.A.

(1958-1961)

nationalized land

INFLUENCE FROM EASTERN BLOCK

CRETERION

50% is sold gradually to private investors1973
Cooperative housing for 
the Fine Arts Society

1975
live with his wife. 2 daughters 
were born. Changed the 
working room and southern 
terrace into 2 bedrooms.

1973-2009REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

Illegally constructed terraceSouthern facade 2 fl oor guest room + original working room
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up

up

up

up

up

up

upup

up

   

The design process lasted for 2 years, and 
was made to fi t the new owners, the artists.  
The ground fl oor is kept as a big open space.  
Apartments were only planned to be residen-
tial, but craft shops were planned inside the 
house.  
But the apartments were quickly sold to fami-
lies when the house was fi nished. 

A long corridor as the “street in the sky”. 

typical plan_fl oor 1 typical plan_fl oor 2

EVOLUTION
High-rise - Sadaki family house
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2 fl oor guest room
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In the need of more space for family members,( especially new children), Khairy 
changed both the original working room and the southern terrace into bedrooms. 

bedroom

bathroom

kitchen
storage

working room
guest room

terrace

traffi c

1973 built 

now

Changed terrace on the facade

EVOLUTION
High-rise - Sadaki family house
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The southern terrace is changed into a bedroom for children
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COMPARISON
SITUATION
INTRODUCTION OF DUMAR AND BERZEH
HOUSING SYSTEM 
URBAN STRUCTURE
TYPOLOGIES 
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COMPARISION
Situation - Mezzeh_Dumar_Berzeh
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DUMAR

MEZZEH
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BERZEH

Dumar and Berzer are also built in Hafez al-Asad‘s 
period, located in the surburb of Damascus. Com-
pared with Mezzeh, they are developed later, and 
are regarded as more successful model for socialist 
housing in Damascus. 

Berzeh is a part of the Eccochard extension 
plan,Dumar is built outside of the „ Green bound-
ary“, the preservasion boundary of oasis, made by 
Ecochard. 

BBBBBEEEEE EEEEE
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COMPARISION
Situation - Mezzeh

Mezzeh
3312400 squaremeters

developed from early 1960s-1990’s 
ownership: social housing &coop-
erative housing &private investors

Now: middle class+ upper classDRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel
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COMPARISION
Situation - Dumar

Dumar
1785000 squaremeters

built in late 1970’s
ownership: cooperative housing for 
the assembly of professional syndi-

cates

now: middle classDRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel
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COMPARISION
Situation - Berzeh

Berzeh
343200 squaremeters

Built in 1988
ownership: cooperative housing for 

working class syndicates
now: working classDRAFT

© ETH Studio Basel
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Dumar situated north east of the city in the mountains is 
a development of the city not planned in the Eccochard 
master plan for the future expansion of Damascus. In 
the mid 1970’ real estate investor Sadala Jaberi had an 
idea of making a new suburb of cooperative housing.

“Why do you unions work alone, why don’t 
you join together?  he said and invited different 
unions. Together as the assembly of professional syn-
dicates, professors, lawyers, architects and doctors 
planned an built Dumar. 

As Sadala Jaberi wanted as little as possible to do with 
the government, knowing that government employes 
tried to make personal profi ts on new housing projects. 
He hired his own architects and engineers, both from 
Syria and other countries, mainly from the eastern block. 
The planner who won the competition for the master 
plan was a syrian architect and planner, Jihad Issa, and 
the chief architect also syrian, Mamoun Fahan. To avoid 
as much outside interference as possible, Sadala even 
planned and built the factories that would produce the 
element  to construct the houses. Many government offi -
cials was very mad about this project, keeping them out 
of the loop. Both Mamoun Faham and Jihad Issa was 
adviced by colleagues not to join the project 

“It is a project against corruption”. 

Dumar was planned according to the typical modernist 
plan, every residential plot has big green spaces, public 
gardens at various points and commercial center was 
planned in the middle of the area. Schools, hospitals, 
smaller commercial spaces and other public facilities 
was part of the master plan.  A set of residential typolo-
gies was chosen, mostly 3-4 fl oors and some high rises, 
one for each block. Although the low-rise was the main 

typology for the area, the Polish and Bulgarian archi-
tects convinced Sadala to have more high rises, as they 
are more effective. 

Dumar was supposed to be the new Sham, the new Da-
mascus, and should be modern in all ways and urban 
central heating system was constructed for the entire 
Dumar. The thought was to use common services to 
save costs But inhabitants didn’t want this, they either 
thought that the heating was not suffi cient or they didn’t 
want to part of this collective system, almost all the 
houses have their own heater and water tank on the roof 
now, as we also can see in the rest of the city. 

Project Team Meeting, Sadala Haberi in middle in white

Construction factory in Dumar. 

Dumar Plan 

COMPARISION
Introduction - Dumar
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Dumar: almost all the houses are designed at the same timeDRAFT
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Berzeh is built in 1988 and is on the northern part of the 
planned Eccochard expansion. It has a modernist urban 
design with detached houses which are set back from 
the street with a collective green space. Public facilities 
and commercial zone is planned, like public parks and 
mosques. It is mainly a residential area. It was planned 
for low income housing cooperatives and new comers 
to the city.

The introduction of prefabricated elements in Berzeh is a  
new phenomenon in Damascus. All houses have used 
the same type of element, with little variation. The main 
typology has three variations to it and all houses have 
the same exterior materials and colors. The variation of 
the 5 story slab house is a shorter version with only one 
entrance and a link with one entrcance that connects to 
another house when the street turns. 

The concrete in these prefabricated elements are much 
harder than in the previous modernist houses. The el-
ements are physically mor e diffi cult to change even 
though, people have tried to alter the things they could, 
windows are changed. 
Also income level in Berzeh is much lower than in Mez-
zeh, what might the reason for less informal commercial 
activity as the demand is not so high. 

Typology 1
2 entrances

Typology 2
1 entrance

Typology 3 
1 entrance
the link to connect other houses when the street turns

For Dumar, 15 typologies were chosen, and designed 
carefully by the project team. In Mezzeh the modernist 
houses has transformed and have become privatized 
and personalized. Here in Berzeh, the original appear-
ance is left. 

COMPARISION
Introduction - Berzeh
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Berzeh: prefab buildings could hardly be changedDRAFT
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COMPARISION
Housing system
Different from Mezzeh, mixed with different models of 
housing system, both Dumar and Berza are planned at 
one time, and excuted quickly.
But their organization systems are different. 

Mezzeh
a mixture of different housing systems: after assignment 
of the the bigest plot to millitary, all the parts of plots 
are developed gradually by both private and coopera-
tive investor. 

Dumar
Dumar is a „Super Cooperative“, In Syria, lands are 
divided into small plots to make the society equal and 
avoid big land owership. The only undivided big plots 
are all millitary.  But in the way of a „ Super Cooperative“, 
scattered plots are in fact gathered to be a big plots, so 
that a masterplan for the whole area possible. 
In order to avoid the corruption of goverment, they tried 
to design and construct  Dumar totally by themselves, 
even a prefab factory was established to produce the 
material needed for construction. 

Berzeh
majorly a social housing managed and developed by 
the government. 

CORRUPTIONCORRUPTION

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

Hafez al-Asad 
(1970-2000)

public plotmillitary plot

private plot

private plotprivate plot

COOPERATIVE
INVESTOR

PRIVATE
INVESTOR

CAPITALIST

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

Mezzeh(1960’s-today)
Mixture of cooperative and private investors

Gradually developed by small plots 
Designed and executed in different ways
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LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

Hafez al-Asad 
(1970-2000)

Gamal

public plot
private plot

big land for many
cooperatives

COOPERATIVE 
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers, 
architects, professors)

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY OF
PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES

COOPERATIVE
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers, 
architects, professors)

COOPERATIVE 
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers, 
architects, professors)

OWN PRODUCTION
(built their own

factories)

PROJECT 
CHIEF

Sadala Jaberi

CHIEF ARCHITECT
Manoun Faham

CHIEF PLANNER

CAPITALIST

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

??????????

???????

EAST BLOCK 
ARCHITECTS

EAST BLOCK 
PLANNERS

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND 
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMMITTEE

public plot
private plot

public plot
private plot

COOPERATIVE
 INVESTORS

(working class syndicates)

REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

BIG  LANDOWNER

nationalized land

GOVERNMENT
URBAN PLANNER

TANDARD FROM USSRS

INFLUENCE FROM USSR

TANDARD FROM USSRST

GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTS

GOVERNMENT

USSR

USSR

USSR

1988
Berzeh prefabricated city

1958-1961
Land Reform

??????

HAFEZ AL-ASAD
PRESIDENT OF SYRIA

(1970-2000)

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF U.R.A.

Dumar (1970’s)
“ Super Cooperative” by many syndicates. 

Get a super big plot. 
Designed and executed by cooperative investors them-

selves

Berzeh (1988)
 Social housing by government

 Get a big plot
Designed and executed by the government
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Grain Map Major streets network

Mezzeh (1960’s-today)

Dumar (1970’s)

Berzeh (1988)

COMPARISION
Urban Structure 
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schools
mosques
hospitals
government
planned commercial
offi ces mixed private and governmental
embassies
culture and recreation

Public greens
Shared greens
Private greens

schools
mosques
hospitals
governmental
planned commercial
offices mixed official and private
embassies and consulates
cultural institutions

schools
mosques
hospitals
governmental
planned commercial
offices mixed official and private
embassies and consulates
cultural institutions

�reener� s�stem Public facilities
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MEZZEH

by private investor 
for one family

by cooperative investors 
for multiple families

by private investor
for multiple families

50’s

60’s

70’s

80’s

90-2000’s

CHRONOLOGICALLY AND TYPOLOGICALLY DIVERSE

1960’s-today

COMPARISION
Typologies - Chronological evolution
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DUMAR BERZEH

CHRONOLOGICALLY SINGULAR, TYPOLOGICALLY DIVERSE

CHRONOLOGICALLY 
AND TYPOLOGICALLY 

SINGULAR

1970’s 1988

Prefab Prefab Prefab
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MEZZEH 1960‘S-TODAY

Chronologically and typologically diverse

DUMAR 1970‘S

Chronologically singular, typologically diverse

BERZEH 1988

Chronologically and typologically singular

COMPARISION
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CONCLUSION
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1800 Paris, the “Zone”: les terrains 
vagues

1850 Cite Napoleon Workers’ housing,
500 units

Tip: Bureaucratic. Could not solve the 
huge housing shortage of poor people Tip:The first time Fourier's Phalanstère is realized

Cooperative housing. Guise allow workers to buy the 
stocks of the factory.

Cooperative housing

1808 Perspective view of Fourier's Phalanstère

1859-1890 La Familstere at Guise, Godin’s cast-iron 
factory and cooperative settlement

The history of the modern City started from the Indus-
trial Revolution. It is a history of struggling to fi nd a bet-
ter city for people, and a better way for people to live. 

Syria, as a developing country, is repeating this mod-
ernization process, in a extremely quick way. Mezzeh, 
as a new part of city, developed from 1960‘s, became 
mature in 1982‘s, is its living documentation. 

CONCLUSION
Mordernization Genealogy

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



1810

1800

1780

1820

1830

1840

1850

1860

1770

1760

1750

1800 Manchester 
Overcrowned tenements

1852 Londen, Prince Albert,Workers 
Units.World Exposition1985

1800 Preston( Near Manchester )
Row house for workers

More green space

Housing Units

12 th centry. before Industry Revolution,most urban 
Fabric has alwayas been made of houses

1851 First low on housing “ 
labouring classes Lodging 
Hause Act

1760’s Industry 
Revolustion begins in 
England
manufacturing began to rely on 
steam power, fueled primarily by 
coal, rather than on animal labor, 
or on water or wind power; 
and by a shift from artisans who 
made complete products to 
factories in which each worker 
completed a single stage in the 
manufacturing process. 
Improvements in transportation 
encouraged the rapid pace of 
change. 

1808 Charles Fourier , 
Theory of the Four 
Movements
Fourier declared that concern 
and cooperation were the secrets 
of social success. Fourier saw 
such cooperation occurring in 
communities he called 
"phalanxes," based around 
structures called Phalanstères or 
"grand hotels”

Tip:the architect could solve the social 
problem: A decent house for working class.

1850’s, James Silk Buckingham
Victoria, model industrial town

1823, London, Park Village, John Nash

1830s Manchester, Victoria 
Park, Joseph Paxton

1859-1910 Arts and Crafts 
Movement 
as a reaction to the eclectic 
revival of historic styles of 
the Victorian era and to 
"soulless" machine-made 
production aided by the 
Industrial Revolution
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Tip: House built 
according to 
traditional 
pprofit-motivated 
process

Tip: For middle class

1880 Pullman company town south of 
Chicago

Tip:Pullman seemed a dream, winning 
awards as "the world's most perfect 
town."
Very decent housing for workers: 
Arcade, boarding house and row 
houses.Workers live in Villas. 
Public space, hotel, shopping mall in 
the centre
Suburb, but stay linked to Chicago

1894 Spain, Arturo Soria y Mata, 
Ciudad Lineal, “ Rurban”

1929 New York Regional Plan, ideal 
neighborhood, Clarence Stein. 1931-34, Villeurbaine, Quartier Les 

Gatteciels
1929 Radburn as "a town for the 
motor age". 

1943 Richard Neutra, Axion Texas

1935 Frank Floyd Wright, Broadacre 
City

1870 Riverside suburb of Chicago 
Fiedrick Law Olmsted

1879 Model Tenement, James 
Ware, the “dummbell” plan

Boradacre “city”

Town for the motor age

Linear city based on traffic

Super Block:
Seperation of car and pedestrain

1904 Letchworth 
The first garden city,
Raymond Unwin

1890-90 T
Eastate, L
council ho
the workin

1925 “ Plan Voisi
demolish the Mar

1904-1917 Lyon, Cite Industrielle, 
Garnier,The majority of housing is
 the small villa type set in publicly 
owned land

With new techniques- mass production, automobiles, 
modern facilities, we are living in a new way: we could 
have bigger green spaces, instead of crowded slum; 
We have bigger and cleaner houses instead of shabby 
huts, where we maybe would have been attacked by 
cold and sickness easily; in the skyscrapers, the view 
towards sky and birds show us the beauty of nature, 
there we would never be disturbed by any noise. We 

move faster and go further than ever before. But 
have we ended up with a better city? 
This question maybe even more crucial for Da-
mascus to answer, as a city with such a long 
history and such a deep-rooted tradition.

HAVE WE ENDED UP WITH A BETTER CITY ?HAVE WE ENDED UP WITH A BETTER CITY ?
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1870

1880

1890

1900

1910

1920

1930

1940

1950

1960

1970

1980

1887  Howard Garden City 
Development is strictly controlled for 
equilibrium between urban and rurul. 
Independence from metropolic. The land 
belongs to a municipal cooperative, 
rented to inhabitants

 

1922 Nahalal, Moshav-cooperative 
plan by Richard Kaufmann

Garden Suburb for workers

Garden “city” as sleeping suburb

Garden City

1953 Saltaire,800 units of housing 
seperated by allies
Tip: With alterheim for old people. 

1907 Hampstead Garden Suburb
R.Unwin, Hampstead Institute, 
E.Lutyens

1898 Ebenezer Howard’s
Social City

Tip: It should be just a concept 
diagram , not the form of the plan

Tip: for middle class

1945-1970s Kibbutz Merhavia

The boundary 
Londen’s first 
ousing,housing
ng class

1924 Berlin, Horseshoe 
Project for Gehag 
cooperative
Bruno Taut& M.Wagner

1929 W. Gropius, Project for 
high-rise prefab cityn” for Paris, 

rais district for skyscrapers

1887 Port Sunlight 
Lever soap company, William Owen

1887 Port Sunlight: 
The first garden surburb

1900 Berlin 
Kreuzberg Mietkasernen 

1904 The birth of super 
block

1917 Russian Revolution

1971 Soviet, the Central Scientific Research 
and Design Institute on Urban 
Development_ District and Micro District: 
Manual for Design and Building

1889 The first car 
manufacturers: Panhard & 
Levassor,French

1908 General Motors 
forms. 
It becomes the largest corporation 
in the world.

 
  
 
1914-1918 WWW I 
1919 Constructivism

1921 the first highway:

1921 the first shopping malll

1921Towards a new 
architecture
New mode of living derived from a 
new spirit defining the industrial 
age, demanding a rebirth of 
architecture based on function and 
a new aesthetic based on pure 
form.

1939-1945 WWWII

1933 Bauhaus ends

1919 Bauhaus establishes

1945 the Cold War begins

1966 Robert 
Venturl:Complexity and 
Contradiction in 
Architecture

1966 Aldo Rossi:The 
Architecture of the City

1961Jane Jacob:The 
Death and Life of Great 
American Cities
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As a new residence area, Mezzeh is in fact compet-
ing with the old city. The new life style is challeng-
ing the old life style. The population growths in Da-
mascus shows, at least now, Mezzeh is the winner. 

Mezzeh In Damascus: old-new
CONCLUSION

NEW OLD
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Urban growth 1982-2001
(Mezzeh is one of the fastest)

200m

DAMASCUS - DIMASHQ  
1000m 2000m

decreasing population
less than 0.5%
0.5%-1%
1%-1.5%
1.6%-2%
more than 2%

Mezzeh
administrative boundary
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Rooms are connected to courtyards, sometimes many 
courtyards connected to each other. House for the 
extended family. Dense low rise urban structure, 1-4 
fl oors. Narrow streets, developed through appropriation 
of old Hellenic/roman grid street network. 

The French introduced the apartment and also the 
ability to rent. Rooms are connected to the sofa room, 
in the center of the apartment. One apartment/fl oor. 
Apartment for one family. Structured and dense low-
rise urban structure, 3-4 fl oors. Streets could fi t cars in 
two directions sometimes parking along the street. 

Traditional courtyard house in old town. 

Old Damascus

Old town

French Mandate apartment building, the Sofa house. 

French Damascus

Abou Romani

CONCLUSION
Old-New: Densifying The City?

In the new city, there are big green spaces, mass produced houses, high rise or skyscrapers, as advanced ef-
fective ways to organize people. But in this way, are we densifying or diluting our city? Is it the only and the best 
way to organize the city, to organize the life of people, even when we have not carefully what is the life of pepole?
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-1.50 m

+0.00m

up

up
+1.50

up
up

up

upupup

up

up up

Small apartment building with back set garden. 3-4 
fl oors usually on piloti. Interior layout vary but many 
resemble the sofa house, rooms are connected to cen-
tral hall. One apartment/fl oor, sold to cooperatives and 
private investors. Distributed urban structure, garden 
city. Streets fi t 2 cars in each direction and parking on 
both sides.  

Large apartment building on a large plots, with greens 
and parking.This house has a unité plan with piloti in 
ground fl oor. 10 apartment/fl oor x 4 corridors x aver-
age damascene family of 5.2 = 100 persons. But some 
buildings can contain up to almost a thousand people 
(12 apartments x 14 fl oors x 5.2 people = 873 persons). 
Highway is introduced. Distributed urban structure 
with high density residential building. Mezzeh highway 
fi t 5 cars in each direction and parking on both sides. 

Villat house

Modernist Damascus

West Villat area

High-rise

Modernist Damascus

Mezzeh autostrad
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Is the new modernist city better or worse, in the terminology of a “CITY”- a place where we should come together, de-
fend each other, express, share, communicate, generate new ideas and accessible maybe fall in love with each other?

old Damascus street, for people!

old Damascus residence,diversity! Damascus residence in French Mandate,diversity...

a Damascus street during French Mandate, for people...

CONCLUSION
Effi  ciency = A Better City?
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Modern monotone prefab city in Berze, no diversity.

Mezzeh highway, not for people,

EEEEFFFFFFFFEEEEEEECCCCCCCIIIEENNNNNNNNNCCCCCCCYYY===AAA  BBBEEETTTTTTTTTTTEEEEERRRRRRRRR CCCCCCCCIIIIIIITTTTTTTTTYYYYY??????

EEEEFFFFFFFEECCIIIEEENNNNCCCCCCYYYYYYYY======AAAAAAA BBBEEEEETTTTTTTTEEERRRR CCCCIIITTTYYYY?????
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The effi cient construction way of modernism is pushed by the socialist government, as a tool to construct cheap and 
effectively, to serve the expanding population caused by the uncontrolled immigration, also to satisfy their supporters. 
The broadcast of urban designs and buildings in Modernist style are in fact, at least part of the achievements 
of the strong-headed Syrian government. By the compulsory use of housing typologies, the people must use 
the modernist style, regardless of his background or personal taste. So in the end, every investor ( cooperative 
and private) who build his own building should have in fact devoted to the fast modernization process in Syria. 

CONCLUSION
Push forward Modernism by strong-headed government
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LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE
COMMITTEE

public plot
private plot

bli l t
private plot

COOPERATIVE
 INVESTORS

(working class syndicates)

REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

BIG  LANDOWNER

nationalized land

STANDARD FROM USSR

INFLUENCE FROM USSR

STANDARD FROM USSR

GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECTS

GOVERNMENT

USSR

USSR

USSR

1988
Berzeh prefabricated city

1958-1961
Land Reform

??????

HAFEZ AL-ASAD
PRESIDENT OF SYRIA

(1970-2000)

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF U.R.A.

( )(1958-1961)

public plot (working class syndicates)

GOVERNMENT
URBAN PLANNER

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

Hafez al-Asad
(1970-2000)

Gamal Abdul-Nasser
(1958-1961)

public plot
private plot

private plotprivate plot

COOPERATIVE
INVESTOR

PRIVATE
INVESTOR

CAPITALIST

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????

???????

Intended housing organization model 2: investors are strongly controlled by the government

Intended housing organization model 1: government build social housing 
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Free space example 1: Super Cooperative + masterplan by their own (Dumar)ce example 1: Super Cooperative + masterplan by their own (Dumar)

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

Hafez al-Asad 
(1970-2000)

Abdul-Nasser

public plot
private plot

big land for many
cooperatives

COOPERATIVE
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers,
architects, professors)

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ASSEMBLY OF
PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES

COOPERATIVE
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers,
architects, professors)

COOPERATIVE
INVESTORS

(doctors, lawyers,
architects, professors)

OWN PRODUCTION
(built their own

factories)

PROJECT 
CHIEF

Sadala Jaberi

CHIEF ARCHITECT
Manoun Faham

CAPITALIST

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

EAST BLOCK 
ARCHITECTS

EAST BLOCK 
PLANNERS

But under this rigid compulsory organization sys-
tem, people always fi nd space for freedom. 
The cooperation between government and investors 
to promote modernism model, also give space for 
the change and adaptation of the modernist model. 
Inhabitants build their house with the typology, but still 
try to express their personal taste.( Hani’s house), or 
they change the monotone apartments legally or il-
legally, under the acquiesce of the government, to fi t 
their personal interest. ( Hosam’s house). Or they try 
to organize by themselves in the strict socialist sys-
tem, (opposite to government’s will to constrain the 
land holder), they gather as super cooperative group 
to get a bigger land, and plan their own city.( Duma)
Under the highly unifi ed socialist appearance of 
the city, there is in fact a highly liberal construc-
tion wave and expression of personal interest bus-
ily swarming.The modernist typology building became 
the playground for transformation and adaptation.  

CONCLUSION
Space for freedom      
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APPLICATION

private plot

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 1

total price/apartment=100month salary

price/apartment now=1000month salary

0month salary

LAND

CENTRAL 
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE 
COMITTE

public plot
private plot

private plot

ARCHITECT
yNofel Krawy 

COOPERATIVE INVESTOR 
Nofel Krawy 

BIG LANDOWNER

CRETERION

????????????????????

HAFEZ AL-ASAD
PRESIDENT OF SYRIA

(1970-2000)

1970’s
Land Reform

1958-1961
Land Reform

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF U.R.A.

( )(1958-1961)

nationalized landn

INFLUENCE FROM EASTERN BLOCK

CRETERION

50% is sold gradually to private investors

an back in 10 years

1973
Cooperative housing for 
the Fine Arts Society

1975
live with his wife. 2 daughters
were born. Changed the 
working room and southern
terrace into 2 bedrooms.

1973-2009REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND
ARCHITEC-

TURE
COMITTE

public plot
private plot

PRIVATE INVESTOR
((H g )ani’s grandfather)

GRANDFATHER

Hani’s family
(on the 2.end floor)

Hani’s mother’s aunt’s
family

(on the 3.end floor)

Hani’s grandfather
 and grandmother

(on the ground floor)

Hani’s cousin’s family
(on the 4.end floor)

CRETERION

CRETERION

CRETERION

?????????

?????

BIG LANDOWNER

nationalized land

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

ARCHITECT

URBAN PLANNER

INFLUENCE FROM EASTERN BLOCK

1958-1961
Land Reform

REAL ESTATE BANKRREAALRREAAL KNBA KNBA

50% loan 
(man could get it 

after one floor is built)

the loan should be paid 
gradually in 5-10 years

APPLICATION

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF (U.R.A.)

United Arab Republic (U.A.R.)

1991 garageHani built illegal tarrace

GOVERNMENT

HAUSE
MANAGEMENTMMAMMA TNTTNT

illegal construction fine

LAND

CENTRAL C L
PLAN AND 
ARCHITEC-

TURE
COMMITTEE

public plot
private plot

public plot
private plot

COOPERATIVE
 INVESTORS

(poor young people)

REPRESENTATIVE
OF COOPERATIVE

BIG  LANDOWNER

nationalized land

private plot

private plot

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 1

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 2

PRIVATE
INVESTOR 3

(Hosam’s mother)

GOVERNMENT
URBAN PLANNER

STANDARD FROM USSR

INFLUENCE FROM USSR

STANDARD FROM USSR

GOVERNMENT

GOVERNMENT

USSR

USSR

USSR

private plottt

GAMAL ABUDUL-NASSER
PRESIDENT OF (U.R.A.)

1958-1961
Nasser Project

1958-1961
Land Reform

980
t married .Changed
e room into a
nic for Hosam’s father.
ad Hosam.

an apartment 
in a mid rise

1977

United Arab Republic (U.A.R.)

GOVERNMENT

HAUSE
MANAGEMENTMMAMMA TNTTNT

illegal construction fine

Free space example 2: Expression of personal taste+ illegal construction  (Hani’s house 1960’s)

Free space example 3:  adaptation of functions + illegal construction+real state investment  (Hani’s house 1960’s)

Free space example 4:  adaptation of functions +real state investment  (Hani’s house 1960’s)

loan=50

give the loa

GOVERNMENT

SECRETARIATSSESSE ATAT

GOVERNMENT

REAL EASTATE BANKREEAL NKANBA

Supervision

Consulting Engineers

1982 
left Syria for Saudi 
Arabian in the 1982
boycoot. They only
came back for holiday

1995
Hosam came back
for architectural study
in Damascus University

1995 
Hosam changed the
house to live with his
wife.
Changed kitchen for 
bigger bathroom.
Changed 1 bedroom
into bigger kitchen.
Built an illegal terrace.

19
ge
on
clin
Ha

illegal construction fine

Free space example 3:  adaptee space e a p e 3: adaptF l 3 d

Free sp DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



CONCLUSION
New city in construction
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Modernist plan always want to organize the city in an effective and hygien way, which result in the wide greenspace 
and streets, build centralized shopping and entertainment centre. They have killed the city life on the streeet in 
fact. 
But now the inhabitants in Mezzeh has changed this existing rigid modernist model, in different ways, changing it 
gradually into spaces they prefer. Unused wide sidewalks are appropriated, commercial spaces and private court-
yard pop up everywhere. Is the street coming back to life in the modernist urban plan of Mezzeh? 
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Mezzeh: busy in construction

Mezzeh: busy in construction
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MEZZEH IN CONSTRUCTION`
Mezzeh being one of the fi rst new residential areas built in Da-
mascus during the socialist regime, is interesting in that way, 
that we could see how its development is directly linked to al-
most all the political events of the last decades, and how Mez-
zeh is transformed by its inhabitants.

The Ecochard master plan of 1968, although itwas only par-
tially executed, has determined the current road system, 
Mezzeh’s current popular location on the way to Beruit, 
it has also determined the offi cial boundary of Mezzeh.

In Syria, a country with so many different races and religions, 
socialism  was used to create a unifi ed and controlled country, 
and an attempt to erase social classes. Land reforms and co-
operative housing strategies are used as an effective way to 
reorganize the society.

The plot division made in 1960’s has greatly infl uenced the ur-
ban structure in Mezzeh now, showing a modernist urban plan 
of its public-private plots, overlapped with a socialist desire in a 
dictatorship country  - except for the military who could own the 
undivided big plots, all other lands are cut into small fragments, 
in order to create an “equal” society. 

From 1958 Nasser period, the cooperative system helped to 
generate a fast modernization process of Syria, which is also 
refl ected in Mezzeh’s development, with a booming time in 
1970’s, when Hafez al-Asad newly came into power and con-
structed housing rapidly for his supporters. 

Although the mass production and the compulsory use of limited 
building typologies in building construction generates a “equal-
ized unifi ed“ modern appearance of the city, the people who 
lived there, were never unifi ed. They tried to fi nd space in this 
rigid but highly corruptive system, hiring their own architects to 
make special design inside the standardized facade; changing 
their standardized apartments to adapt to their personal inter-
est; or illegally expand their private space, and in the end  trying 
to create a better living environment for themselves. 

This liberal informal form of construction, expression of real and 
personal desire of inhabitants, which in the end has changed 
the existing modernist urban structure on all levels, but which 
also happened under a highly rigid formal socialist system, 
which aims at unifying and equalizing population, is the most 
interesting phenomenon in Mezzeh. 

In comparison with Dumar and Berzeh, we could read another 
layer of diversity in Mezzeh: after a relative long term develop-
ment, its architectural diversity is also created by the accumula-
tion of limited typology in different years 

Mezzeh is still in construction, or reconstruction. 
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