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1698 
British buy villages and 
start fortifying their land 

1707   
Illegal construction of houses 
was prohibited by law.

1762   
The British Government proclamed extensive 
deforestation from Chowringhee to Maratha Ditch

1772 
Calcutta becomes 
capital of British India 

1795    
Calcutta was hit badly 
by a violent hailstorm.

1851 
Railway lines are laid 

1864 
Cyclone alters cityscape  
60,000 died

Rapid industrial growth 

1905 
Partition of Bengal

1911 
Capital is shifted 
from Calcutta to Delhi

1914 
Freedom struggle & 
trade grow between wars 

1930 
Airport comes up

1939 
II World War and the 
Japanese invasion

1946
Four days of massive Hindu-
Muslim riots resulting 5 000 to 10 000 dead

1947 
Indian independence 
divides Bengal. Thousands of people and massive communal riot.

1971 
Indo Pakistan war & Independence of Bangladesh. Starting 
point of uncontrolled illegal immigration from Bangladesh. 
Total breakdown of border management

1984 
Calcutta metro between 
Esplanade and Bhowanipur. 

2000 
Foreign investments 
trickle in. Forced acquisition 
of land for industrialization. 
Violent protests by farmers

2001 
“Calcutta” becomes 
its official name “Kolkata”

1690 
Foundations of modern 
city of Kolkata is laid 

1757 Jungle on the west of 
Chowringhee cleared to form the Maida

from 1760 
Trade and business flourished

1850 
Port Activities Increased. Kolkata 
was the only River port in the country

1854 
Howrah Rly. Terminus was opened. 

1850-1930 
Road, Rail & Transport 
network developed. Heavy Engg. 
Industry grew with the advent of rail in Howrah

1941: 
Huge refugee influx after Partition India/Bangladesh 
Refugee colonies sprang up in south and in the east. 
Suburbs close to Calcutta. Estimated 350 colonies 
with 550 000 Refugees

1941 
Howrah Bridge across Hooghly 

1960 
Calcutta Metropolitan Plan-
ning Organisation was set up

around 1970 
Kalyani & Salt Lake 
started growing as satellite towns

1942 
Famine of Bengal

1857 
Revolt: Kolkata as the centre of the 
national freedom movement for independence.

1822  
The first iron bridge in 
India over the Tala canal.

1757 
British imperialism 
begins with Battle of Plassey

KOLKATA EXTENT
Proper Calcutta extends from Dunlop Bridge in the north to Thakurpukur in the south, and from Dum Dum in the east to rive 
Hooghly in the west. The township of Salt Lake lies to the east of Kolkata. To the farther east, the new township of Rajarhat is devel-
oping.

Kolkata City Location and Area
Kolkata located on the eastern banks of River Hooghly is approximately 120 kilometers from the Bay of Bengal. Just below the 
Tropic of Cancer, the district of Kolkata extends from 22° 37’N to 22° 30’N, and from 88° 23’E to 88° 18’E.

The total area of Calcutta city is 187.33 square kilometers, while that of the metropolitan expanse is 1380.12 square kilometers.
Kolkata Demographic Facts
The total population of Kolkata as per 2001 census was approximately 4.5 million out of which 2.5 million are males and remaining 2 
million are females.The population density is slightly over 24,700 persons per square kilometer.

The total number of literates according to 2001 census was about 3.38 million which comprised 1.92 million males and 1.46 million 
females. 

Kalikata Kolkata

GROWTH OF THE CITY-AREA
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Kolkata City:
187.33 km2

4.5 mill People
24 760  people/km2

Kolkata Metropolitan Area
1 380.12 km2

13 216 546 People

Delhi density:
9 340 People/km2

Bangalore density:
19 040 People/km2

KOLKATA DEMOGRAPHY
The “City of Joy”, made out of distinctions
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Kolkata

Delhi

Bangalore

“... The "Anglo-Indians" ("domiciled British") constitute a very 
minor fraction of the total population of India. Still, they play a 
vital role in the Indian polity (Gemeinwesen). They emerged in 
Calcutta, the then premier city of British India. The majority of 
the Anglo-Indians in India lives in Calcutta. ...”

BRITISH PEOPLEIMMIGRATIONS
national & international

1698 - 1911 

“... The influx of Marwaris in the city, started from the early 
19th century. After the introduction of railways, the 
Marwaris started flocking here in large numbers.
... are in a position to control the vital inland trade in jute 
and cotton-goods. They had gained a monopoly in the 
indigenous banking system as well. ...” 
nowadays, the immigration of the Marwaris is in diminuiton 

1851  

PUNJABEES

CHINESE PEOPLE

NEPALESE PEOPLE

EAST BENGAL REFUGEES

MARWARIS
early 19th

Oriyas 
Innumerable everyday

“... Innumerable Oriyas migrate to Calcutta everyday. They come here 
in search of jobs. Another factor, which contributes to the large-scale 
immigration, is the easy access of Oriyas to Calcutta. Orissa is 
connected to this metropolis by roads, railways and even airways. ...” 

“... The number of South-Indians in Calcutta 
is worth mentioning and the figure is 
steadily on the rise. Last, but not the least, 
comes the South-Indian cuisine which is 
immensely popular all over India. ...” South-Indians 

“According to the 1951 Census, a meagre 33.2% 
of Calcutta's population was city-born. The rest 
were a heterogeneous group of migrants from 
various places, especially from East Pakistan. An 
odd 26.9% of the city's inhabitants hailed from 
what had become East Pakistan in 1947. These 
'displaced persons' – a whopping 6,85672, were 
primarily Hindu refugees rendered helpless on 
account of the partition of India and birth of 
Pakistan.
Calcutta almost turned into a city of refugees 
and the immigration which started in 1946 
continued unabated for the following four 
decades – even to this day. The history of the 
metropolis will be grossly incomplete without the 
chronicle of relentless struggle of the refugees 
for survival. ...”

“... Tangra is a district in east Kolkata that traditionally housed a large number of tanneries. In addition, 
over the past fifty years, it has served as the location of Calcutta's Chinatown. Unofficial estimates put 
the number of Chinese in Kolkata anywhere from 5,000 to 200,000. ...”
“... The ethnic Chinese have contributed to many areas of the social and economic life of Kolkata. 
Today a majority are engaged in business with a major segment involved in the manufacturing and trade 
of leather products. A sizeable number are also owners and workers in Chinese restaurants. Kolkata is 
the only city in India to have a Chinatown. ...”
“... Kolkata, was geographically the easiest accessible metropolitan area from China by land. ...
There was a high demand for high quality leather goods in colonial India, one that the Chinese were 
able to fulfill. Alabaster also mentions licensed opium dens run by native Chinese and a Cheena Bazaar 
where contraband was readily available. Opium, however, was not illegal until after India's 
Independence from Great Britain in 1947. ...”

since 1820 

“The Tamils started arriving in 
Kolkata in search of a livelihood 
during the early decades of the 
19th century. The Deshapriya 
Park-Lake Market area of South 
Kolkata is the center of Tamil life. ..” 

“The state, particularly Calcutta, was 
declining irretrievably under the pressure of 
the refugee-crisis, growing alarmingly every 
year by leaps and bounds. ”

“Calcutta's refugee problem has been a 
chronic one showing little signs of a 
permanent solution. This congested city 
with an explosive population has in its 
strides, assimila ted people of all races, 
religion, castes, creed, community and has 
rightly been labelled by many as the city of 
migrants and refugees. The problem still 
continues unabated with greater intensity. 
But, it is an undeniable fact that these 
refugees from East Bengal constitute the 
heart and soul of Calcutta.”

“Ethnically, about 55% of the population is 
Bengali with a wide mix of other groups 
making up the balance, including Marwaris, 
Oriyas and Biharis.” 

1947 

1948 

1949

1971

“... The Punjabees constitute a large chunk of the population 
of Calcutta. In fact, their number far surpasses those of other 
tribes and clans, who have migrated to Calcutta in pursuit of 
jobs or studies. ...
They hog the attention easily in a rabble because of their 
robust statures, colourful attire and particularly the 'pagdis', 
tied on their heads. Most of the men grow moustache and 
beards and are fond of wearing 'Punjabi-Pajama or Punjabi 
with 'Lungi'. The women prefer wearing Salwar Kameez. ...” 
Food: Punjabi 'Dhabas'.

Biharis constitute the bulk of the immigrants from the 
neighbouring states. They come to Calcutta primarily 
in search of jobs

Biharis
Innumerable everydays

“... The district of Darjeeling comprising of the hilly areas of West 
Bengal, is primarily the habitat of the Nepalese people. The people 
living in the relatively poor and rough areas, turn to this place for 
earning their livelihood. Consequently, Darjeeling has seen the 
growth and development of several business enterprises and 
occupations. Tourism happens to be the most flourishing business 
here. Several Nepalese men have migrated to Calcutta owing to 
inconveniences like paucity of dwelling place, lake of ample work 
opportunities etc. To day, the Nepalese play a very prominent role in 
the everyday life of Calcutta.”

Hindus
3,552,274

Muslims
926,769

Christians
40,218 

in number of people

Sikhs
15,599

Buddhists
6,445

Jains
20,859

other
2,179

RELIGIONS

Population 0-6 
364 355

Population
4 580 544

Illiteracy rate
17.18%

Main Workers
35,8 %

Marginal Workers
1,9 %

Non-Workers
62.3 %

DELHI City 25.7

KOLKATA  City 32

INDIA average age: 24,8

District with Lowest Female Sex Ratio

Indian Cities

Non - Indian Cities

KOLKATA GENDER

+80 
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40-49

30-39

20-29

10-19

0-9

BANGALORE City 26

SHANGHAI City 37.7,  Nation 34

BERLIN City 42.2, Nation 41.6

Life expectancy in years
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Data Sources: Census of India, 2001; wburbandev.gov.in; Publication Urban Age on India; 
www.catchcal.com/kaleidoscope/people.asp; images: Dutta calcutta perspecta;   

“The three dominant languages in Kolkata apparently are in a state of equi-
librium as spoken languages, as they seem to be used equally in different 
domains. However, Bengali is not required for reading of writing purpose at 
all and cultural or literary motivation towards Bengali is not very strong either. 
Bengali is not used very extensively in restaurants or in conversations with 
teachers in schools and this may be a pointer to the lack of prestige attached 
to the language. But it is used to a considerable extent in conversation with 
friends and colleagues, therefore it still is a major language used for com-
munication purpose. ... Though Bengali is still useful in Kolkata, it is easily 
avoidable and a good knowledge of either Hindi or English can make Bengali 
redundant.” 

Aditi Ghosh in South Asian Language Review: “Language in Urban Society: 
Kolkata and Bengali” 
University of Kolkata

Tamil    
Malayalam  
Marathi 
Assamese
Sindhi  
Kannada
Dogri
Kashmiri 
Manipuri  
Konkani  
Sanskrit 

Bengali
Hindi 
Santali  
Urdu 
Nepali   
Gujarati  
Telugu  
Oriya   
Punjabi  
Bodo
Maithili  
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