HISTORY OF URBAN PLANNING
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In August 1690, when Job Charnock was looking for a good landing-place on the Hugli to set up an outpost of the East India Company, the present
site of Kolkata was possibly the best available. Thus Kolkata started growing around the harbour and fort and the three existent villages of Sutani,
Kalikata and Gobindapur.
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strategic site and defence
worldwide dominance of the British Empire

river and marshes protect the site
highland for Fort William and space for strong fortifications

mercantile interests and navigation \{/ ‘ e

COLONIAL BRITISH EMPIRE f /’
easily available from the sea and far enough to avoid floods (130km) >> safe and commodious harbour K L/ i TA "”;
good connection with the hinterland: rivers, navigable canals, trunk roads... 07 KA ; i
growing trade centre 4 e 1“\
space for massive business, administrative and commercial activities, houses, villas, residential quartiers... 4 L

the richest water system and fertile land

inmense water reservoir, city “floating on a vast underground sea” o
river-dependant alluvial city with many creeks, ponds, ditches and nullas in the city R
the levées on either sides of the river (high natural embankments) protected the city from the close unhealthy wetlands
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HISTORY OF URBAN PLANNING

Modern Planning and Development Strategies - Decentralization
1960s EXPANSION 1966 BI-NODAL STRATEGY 1976 MULTI-NODAL STRATEGY 2001 MULTI-NODAL STRATEGY

Metropolitan Plan Expansion, Calcutta Metropolitan Basic Development Plan for the C.M.A. Development Perspective Plan 1976 K.M.P.C. Perspective Vision Plan - 2025
Planning Organization (Ford Fundation) 1966-86 (Ford Foundation) C.M.D.A. Directorate of Planning 1983 Masterplan for Traffic and Transportation in KMA 2001-202¢
Basic Development Plan for the C.M.A. 1966-86

>> The development of the pew cities failed because the planned area was not eriough
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