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Unemployment among Arab youth (2005/06)
(Arab Human Development Report 2009, UNDP)
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(2002-2004)
(Arab Human Development Report 2009, UNDP)

Electricity consumption per capita in 
kilowatthours (1990 and 2004)
(Arab Human Development Report 2009, UNDP)
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Health expenditure per capita in USD (2004)
(Arab Human Development Report 2009, UNDP)
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Lebanon

87% live in urban areas,
mainly in Beirut and vicinity
(CIA World factbook)

Syria

54% live in urban areas,
the urban population is 
distribited among multiple 
major cities
(CIA World factbook)

LEBANON
area:   10,400 km2
population:   4,017,095 (July 2009 est.)
density of population:  386,3 p/km2
urban population:  87% of total population (2008)
rate of urbanization:  1.2% annual rate of change (2005-10 est.)
languages:   Arabic (of�cial), French, English, Armenian

 

SYRIA
area:   185,180 km2
population:   20,178,485
density of population:  109 p/km2
urban population:  54% of total population (2008)
rate of urbanization:  3.1% annual rate of change (2005-10 est.)
languages:   Arabic (of�cial); Kurdish, Armenian, Aramaic, Circassian widely understood;  
  French, English somewhat understood
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Population growth since 1961
(FAO)

Syria

Lebanon

64 65DEMOGRAPHY OF LEBANON AND SYRIA Nikolaus Hamburger

Demography of Lebanon and Syria
Population Density

DRAFT
© ETH Studio Basel



Ariha

Dumah

Ar Rastan

Hims 

Al Qusayr

Al Qaryatayn

An Nabk
Ba'labakk

Az Zabadani

ISRAEL
Dar'a

Busra ash Sham

Al Qunaytirah

Sab' Abar

As Suwar

Madinat ath

Thawrah

At Tibni

As Sa'an

Shaykhun

Salahiyah

Ma'arrat an Nu'man

Jubayl

Tiyas

Tadmur 

As Sukhnah

Manbij

Ash 

Shaddadah

Baniyas

Abu Kamal

Al'Asharah

Al Bab

Busayrah

Tarabulus 

Khan 

Tall al Abyad

Bsharri

A'zaz

Sur 

Jarabulus

At Tanf

Tall 

Tamir

Dayr az Zawr

Ar Raqqah 
Idlib

As Suwayda'

Al Ladhiqiyah 

Halab 

Hamah 

Tartus

Dimashq

Bayrut 

I R A Q

Zahlah

T U R K E Y

Ra's al 'Ayn

Al Hasakah

Al Qamishli

Tall Kujik

Oubur al Bid

Nabatiyah

LEBANON

An 

J O R D A N

Maydan Ikbiz

SYRIA

Fertility rate
(CIA World Factbook)

Lebanon Syria
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7‘000‘000 descendants in Brazil

40`000 raqi refugees

Religions Lebanon

59.7% Muslim (Shia, Sunni, Druze, Isma'ilite, Alawite or Nusayri)
39% Christian (Maronite Catholic, Greek Orthodox, Melkite Catholic,
Armenian Orthodox, Syrian Catholic, Armenian Catholic,
Syrian Orthodox, Roman Catholic, Chaldean, Assyrian, Copt,
Protestant)
1.3% Other
(CIA World factbook)

1‘100‘000 Iraqi refugees

430‘000 Internally displaced people
(from Golan Heights)

390‘000 Internally displaced people
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Age structure (0-14, 14-65, 65 and over)
(CIA World factbook)

Syria Lebanon
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Palaestinian refugees in Lebanon (1950-1995)
(United States Bureau of the Census, 1987, 1990 and 1994)

Ethic groups Syria

Arabs 90%
Kurds 9%
Armenians, Syriacs, Syrian Turkomans and others 1%
(US Department of State)
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Turkmens

Arabs

Jews
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denominations)
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Ethnic groups

Religious groups

Ethic groups Lebanon

95% Arab 
4% Armenian 
1% Other
(CIA World factbook)

Religions Syria

Sunni Muslim 74%
Alawite, Druze, and other Muslim sects 16%
Christian (various sects) 10%,
Jewish (tiny communities in Damascus, Al Qamishli,
and Aleppo)
(CIA World factbook)
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Response to a female family member who violates custom mand tradition, Lebanon
(Arab Human Development Report 2009, UNDP)

Life expectancy at birth: total, female, male
(CIA World factbook)
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Literacy: total, male, female
(CIA World factbook)
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(CIA World factbook)
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