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Kolkata

'a colonial city'

'city of charity'

1988
Günter Grass
'Show your Tongue'

1979
'Calcutta Rescue'
founded by J Preger

A turd of god!
Shove, are shoved
slip on slick soles.

From our feet,
mounting nausea

Horror 1972

'city of activism'

'city of culture'

1935
W.P. Lipscomb

R.J. Minney
'Clive of India'

16.10.1903
The Partition of Bengal
George Curzon

1911
End of the Partition

1906-1921
Victoria Memorial

was built

Thomas B. Macaulay
Member of 

the council of
 the East Indian

Company

1834-1883

Indians are sauvages!

The white man's burden,
as a self-sacrifice for the welfare

of the dull folk

1899
Rudary Kipling

'The white man's burden'

1858
put down
the revolt

by the british
East India Company

was abolished

1757
The illustrated
London News
'Battle of Plassey'

24.8.1690
fouding Kolkata

of the three villages
Gobindapur,Sutanuti,Kalikuta by 

Job Charnock

1693
Job Charnock 
died

Ramakrishna Mission
invented by
Swami Vivekananda

Chicago Sunday Tribune
'Swami Vivekananda's
speech at the Chigaco 

World's Fair'

18611898
Calcutta Society
for the Preventation of cruelty to 
animals

1893

'People born in different religions
finally reach the same God,

as rivers born in different places
finally reach the sea'

Birth of
Agnes Gonxh Bojaxhin

Mother Teresa

1910

Mother Teresa 
The Missionairies
of Charity

Loneliness
and the feeling

of being unwanted
is the most

terrible poverty

1950

Refugees
during the war in
East Pakistan

1943
Great Famine
caused by greed

'a colonial city'

'city of charity'

'city of activism'

'city of culture'
1941

Poorna Swaraj!
complete freedom

Subhas Chandra Bose_Netaji
sent shock waves 
from german radio 
among the British

8.12.1930
N.S. Simpson

has been shot by three
Indian Freedom Fighters

Benoy, Badal, Dinesh

1857
The British Empire

'The Indian Mutiny'

1861
Indigo Revolte
Blue Mutiny

1828
Brahmo Samaj

Roy and Dwarkanath
formed the society of God 

first formulation
of national Identity

1756

1814
Ram Mohan Roy
arrived in Kolkata

He criticized the governments policy of 
openig only Sanskrit schools, because 
of this Indians would have no contact 

with western civilization.

The enjoyment 
of the world rests on these two points:

kindness to friends and
civility to enemies

220 different periodicals publshed in Kolkata
discussing politics, culture and spirituality  

1818-1867

1902
Surgeon-Major Ronald Ross
Nobel Price of Medicin

1920
Swadeshi

To a western observer
our civilisation appears as all

metaphysics, as to a deaf man piano playing
appears to be movements

of fingers and no music 

1913
Rabindranath Tagore

Nobel Price
for literature1956

Satyajit Ray
won for his Film 'Pather Panchali'
a prix at the Cannes Film Festival

1985
Dominique Lapierre
'City of Joy'

1991
Satyajit Ray
awarded a life time
achievement Oscar

West hindus
east muslim

1969
Mrinal Sen
'Bhuvan Shome'
political propaganda

1975
First TV
Transmission
started

1947
Refugees after
the partition

The illustrated
London News

'The Black Hole'

1765
Joshua Reynolds

'George Clive and his family 
with an Indian maid'

1770
Famine

1775
Naudakumar
Protested against
the British

1784
William Jones

formed the Asiatic Society

1818
First Bengali Magazine
'Digdarshan'
was published

1875
First English Daily newspaper

 started

1875
Indian Museum 
was build

1876-1878
Famine

1885
Indian National 
Congress
was founded

1906
Muslim League

1946
Communal Riot

Direct Action Day

1970
Frontline
'The Naxal Challenge' 

1984
First color TV
Transmission
started

1998
Amartya Sen received
Nobel Price in Economies

1947
The British Empire

'The lost Jewel'

1988
Gavatri Spivak
'Can the Subaltern speak?'

Unlearning one's
privileges

as one's loss

1977
Left Front

led by CPI(M) Party
came into power

2007
Mira Nair
'The Namesake'
based on the novel of 
Jhumpa Lahiri

1997
Arundhati Roy

'The God of 
small things'

2004
Zana Briski and Ross Kauffmann
'Born into Brothels'

Vikram Seth
'A Suitable Boy'

1994
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1958
Indian Coffee House 
was opeend in Kolkata

Howrah Brigde
was commissioned

1946
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SOURCE: Simon Winchester, Calcutta:a brief History; Günter Grass, Show your tongue; Lonely Planet, India; Edward Luce, 
In spirit of the Gods; www.calcuttaweb.com; www.asiawaves.net; www.amazon.com; www.satyajitray.org; www.sscnet.

ucla.edu; www.kolkatamycity.com/kmc.asp; www.chigacotibune.com; www.asiaticsocietycaal.com; www.
britishempire.co.uk; www.brainyquote.com

Radio Mirchi

Amar 106.2 FM

Power 107.8 FM

Uttar Banga Sambad (B)
Aajkaal (B)
Janpath Samchar (H)

Aajkaal (B)

Desh Darpan (P)

Aajkaal (B)

Sangeet Bangla

STAR Ananda
ETV Bangla

Ganashakti (B)

Bartaman (B)

Economic Times (E)
Akashbani

The Statesman (E/B)
The Hindu (E)
TARA TV
Asian Age (E)

Anandabazar Group:
Anandabazar Patrika (B)
The Telegraph (E)
Desh (B)
Anandamela (B)
Anandalok (B)
Sananda (B)
Sports World (E)
Business Standard (E)

Uttar Banga Sambad (B)
24 Ghanta

Big 92.7 FM
Times Of India (E)

Sanmarg (H)

Aajkaal (B)

Uttar Banga Sambad (B)

MEDIA PRODUCTION IN KOLKATA

The city of Kolkata has many different faces. On the one hand it is known as the cultural capital 
of India with his many Nobel Price Winners, the birthpace and home of famous people such as 
the poet Rabingranath Tagore and the filmmaker Satyajit Ray.  But the city is also known as the 
complete opposite, a city of misery with all the slums, hungry people and frenetic streets. When 
mother Teresa came to Kolkata it became a city of charity, and so the charity tourism with it’s many 
volenteer workers was activeted.

Once Kolkata was the former capital of British India, Kolkata retains a feast of dramatic colonial 
architecture. The British controlled the city, but the Kolkatans started to organize themself and it 
became a city of revolution. Still people don’t stay calm and appear on the street to protest.

The incredible contrasts have enticed many to wax lyrical about Kolkata.Günter Grass stayed there 
for half year and wrote his dairy ‘Show your Tongue’ or Dominique Lapierre with his book ‘City of 
Joy’. 

Each one presents Kolkata in its own way: the Images of Kolkata composed.

Newspaper
Televison
Radio
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