
“Unlike a drop of water which loses its 
identity when it joins the ocean, man does 
not lose his being in the society in which he 
lives. Man's life is independent. He is born 
not for the development of the society 
alone, but for the development of his self.”
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jati   caste

   subcaste

gotra   clan

khodan  lineage
vansham

kutumbh  joint family
   familiy

Marriage has to be inside  jati

Marriage has to be outside the clan

jati: means birth, 
closed autonom group in society
every caste has a rang in social 
hyrachy certain religious, social & 
economic rules:   
-social contacts are limited
-Endogamie
-Eating (Vegetarism,...& with whom)

-choice of profession  

Kalighat Temple is an 
important religious place for 
the followers of Hinduism. As 
per the legends, the different 
body parts of Sati fell on the 
earth at the time of 
self-sacrifice. It is believed that 
the right toe of Sati fell here 
and subsequently; the temple 
was erected to commemorate 
the Goddess. Goddess Kalika 
is the presiding deity in the 
Kalighat Temple. 

Largest jatis in Kolkata

Poundra  s.c
Namasudra   s.c

Chamar   s.c

Dhoba, Dhobi  s.c

Rajbanshi,   s.c

Jalia Kaibartta  s.c

Hari, Methar,   s.c   

Bagdi, Duley,  s.c

Dom, Dhangad    s.c

Kaora   s.c

500000

SIKHISM 
MONOTHEISTIC, ONE GOD FOR ALL RELIGIONS 

CHRISTIANITY
MONOTHEISTIC, CENTERED ON THE LIFE OF 
JESUS OF NAZARETH

HISTORY

WORLD  KOLKATA
20  MIO         15599

JAINISM
WELFARE AND HEALTH OF EVERY BEING IN THE 
UNIVERSE, AND OF THE UNIVERSE ITSELF 

BUDDHISM
PHILOSOPHY BASED ON BUDDHAS TEACHINGS 
  

ISLAM
MONOTHEISTIC, TOTAL SURRENDER OF 
ONESELF TO GOD

WORLD  KOLKATA
4.2  MIO        20895

WORLD  KOLKATA
350  MIO         6445

WORLD  KOLKATA
1,2    BN      926769

HINDUISM
POLYTHEISTIC,  LIFE AND DEATH IN A ENDLESS 
CIRCLE (SAMSARA), FULLFILLING ETHIC AND 
RELGIOUS COMMITALS (DHARMA) TO GET 
REDEMTION (MOSHKA) 

WORLD  KOLKATA
900 MIO    3552274

WORLD  KOLKATA
2.1   BN         40218

2000  1000  0 500  1000 1500 17001600 1800 1900 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 2000

CASTE - JATI

Brahmins ( Priests)

Kshatryas (warriors)

Vaishyas (merchants)

   

   

Shudras (craftmen, servants, workers)

Untouchables(scheduled caste)

CASTE - VARNA
VARNA: means color in sanskrit. Acient classification of the society in four 
Groups and the Untouchables in the  Rigveda period 1200-900 BC. The 
Varnas are not castes,it is just an umbrella term, essential nowaday‘s is the 
JATI.

Aryan

Non-Aryan

22.5 %
22.5 %

27 %

90%
4.5

reserved seats 
for scheduled 
castes and tribes 
in Government

reserved seats for 
scheduled castes 
and tribes and other 
backward Classes 

POP.

HINDUS

MUSLIMS

CHRISTS

77.86 %

  0.88 %

20.27 %
  0.14 
  0.46 %
  0.34 %

 Religions by State in and around India
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sources: books: Meyers Grosses Taschenlexikon 1998,B.I Taschenbuchverlag, Ravi Ahuja/Christiane Brosius (2006): Mumbai, Dehli Kolkata. Draupadi Verlag. Heidelberg; Dirk 
Bronger(1996): Indien, Grösste Demokratie der Welt zwischen Kastenwesen und Armut. Klett-Perthes. internet: www.bbc.co.uk/religion/, www.orf.at/religionen, http://web.cmc.net.in/
wbcensus, www.census.gov.in, www.censusindia.net, www.mapsofindia.com; Sriya Iyer (2002): Demography and Religion in India. Oxford University Press.
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PARESNATH JAIN TEMPLE

MAGHAN DAVID SYNAGOGUE

DIGAMBAR JAIN TEMPLE

HASTINGS CHAPEL
ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL

ST.JOHNS CHURCHARMENIAN CHURCH

ST. THOMAS CHURCH

MARTHOMA SYRAN CHURCH
INDIAN CHURCH OF CHRIST 

GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

ST. GEORGES CATHEDRAL

OLD MISSION CHURCH
BABTIST CHURCH

SACRED HEART CHURCH

ST. ANDREWS CHURCH

KALIGHAT

SIDDHESHWARI TEMPLE

SITOLA MONDIR

BIRLA MANDIR

SHREE LAXMINARYAN MANDIR

RAM THAKUR ASHRAM

SHITALA MANDIR

PATHBARI TEMPLE

BELUR MATH

DAKSHINEWAR TEMPLE

ADYPETH JUGAL MANDIR

SHIV TEMPLE

HANUMAN TEMPLE

BABA JANGALESHWAR MANDIR

KALI MANDIR

HARYANA VIDYA MANDIR

RAM SITA MANDIR

BHOOTNATH MANDIR

BHABATARINI MANDIR
JORA SHIV MANDIR

SRI GHANESH MANDIR
SRI SRI PUNTE KALI MANDIR

JABRESHWAR MANDIR

DASAMHABIDYA MANDIR

TALPUKUR KALI MANDIR

SHIPBUR  BURNING GHAT

NIMTALA  BURNING GHAT

KASHIMITRA BURNING GHAT

KEROTALA   BURNING GHAT

BALLY BURNING GHAT

SHIVA MANDIR

SHITALA MANDIR

NEW TANGRA MASJID
ALIMUDDIN MASJID

BEL MASJID

TIPPU SULTAN MASJID

DOTALLA MASJID

NASKHODA MASJID

KARBALA TANK MASJID

KACCHI MASJID

BEGUM MASJID
LAL MASJID

CAMAC MASJID

LICHU BAGAN MASJID

BARAJALA MASJID JAMHOORI MASJID

HAJI ELLIYASMASJID

CHAKRABERIA MASJID

AHIRIPUKUR MASJID
JAMA MASJID

BHAVAN  CHOWDRY MASJID

NESAR MASJID
KUSTJA MASJID

Hindu Temples

Mosques

“Daily Temples”

Churches
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