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United Nations Organization (UN) United Nations System, and its principal Organs

UN at a glance

The United Nations is an intergovermental organization founded in 1945 after the Second World War by 51 countries commit-
ted to maintain international peace and security, developing friendly relations among nations, promoting social progress, better 
living standards and human rights.

Currently the UN is composed by 192 sovereign states, which can express and exchange their views in a forum, through it’s
six principal organs: the Security Council, the Trustee Council, the General Assembly, the Economic & Social Council, 
the International Court of Justice and the Secretariat.
 
Besides them, the UN counts with specialized agencies such as  the World Health Organization (WHO), the World Food Pro-
gramme (WFP), the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the High Comissiom for Refugees (UNHCR) and the United Na-
tion’s  Development Programm (UNDP) among others.

UN Agency Headquarters

In New York are located the main Organs like the General Assembly  and the Security Council, while Geneva works as the Head-
quarter for many UN Agencies such as the UNHCR the WFP,  the ITU, UNCTAD or the UNDRO.

Although Vienna and Naorobi are much smaller than the  Headquarters from Geneva or New York, they do play an important role. 
In  Vienna agencies like IAEA or the UNIDO are located while Nairobi is host of  the UNEP and UN-HABITAT, those two agencies 
are very Important not only for Nairobi but for the whole eastern Africa. 
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UN Active Agencies in the Refugee Camps 
of the Western Sahara

Main Concepts Glosary About Refugees

UNHCR

The United Nations High Comissioner of Refugees, UNHCR was established on 14 December 1950.

This Un spezialized agency is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international action to protect refugees and resolve refugee prob-
lems worldwide. Its primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees. It strives to ensure that everyone can 
exercise the right to seek asylum and find safe refuge in another state, with the option to return home voluntarily, integrate locally 
or to resettle in a third country.
It’s Headquarter are located in Geneva.

MINURSO
 
Mission des Nations Unies pour l’Organisation d’un Référendum au Sahara Occidental

In 1985, the United Nations Secretary-General, in cooperation with the OAU, initiated a mission of good offices leading to “the set-
tlement proposals”, which were accepted on 30 August 1988 by Morocco and the Frente POLISARIO. On 29 April 1991, the Security 
Council, decided to establish the United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara (MINURSO).
The Plan provided for a transitional period during which the Special Representative of the Secretary-General would have sole and 
exclusive responsibility over all matters relating to a referendum in which the people of Western Sahara would choose between 
independence and integration with Morocco. The Special Representative would be assisted in his tasks by an integrated group of 
United Nations civilian, military and UN police personnel, to be known as MINURSO. The United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees would carry out a repatriation programme for eligible Western Saharan voters living outside the Territory. The transitional 
period was to begin with the coming into effect of the ceasefire and end with the proclamation of the results of the referendum.

It was originally envisaged that the civilian component of MINURSO would range in size from about 800 to 1,000 personnel de-
pending on the requirements of the various phases of the transitional period. At full strength, the military component would consist 
of approximately 1,700 personnel, and the security unit of about 300 police officers.

WFP World Food Programm

Born in 1962, WFP pursues a vision of the world in which every man, woman and child has access at all times to the food needed 
for an active and healthy life

WFP has assisted the Government of Algeria in meeting the basic food needs of the Western Sahara refugees living in the desert 
camps since 1986. To date, WFP assistance totals over US$153 million.

OHCHR

The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) represents the world’s commitment to universal 
ideals of human dignity. We have a unique mandate from the international community to promote and protect all human rights.

OHCHR is often requested to conduct or support fact-finding missions and commissions of inquiry that investigate serious allega-
tions of human rights abuses. Since its inception in 2006, the Rapid Response Unit has conducted or coordinated the establishment 
of fact finding missions or commissions of inquiry in Timor-Leste, Western Sahara.

Refugees
UN (Convention 1951):

A person who owns a well-founded 
fear  of being persecuted for 
reasons of race, religion, nationality, 
membership of a particular social 
group or political opinion is outside 
the country of his nationality 
and is unable to or, owing to such 
fear, is unwilling to avail himself of 
the protection of that country”

AU (Convention 1969):

Adopts the UN Refugees defintion 
and it expands it as follows:

“ The term refugee should also ap-
ply to every person who owing to 
external aggression, occupation, 
foreign domination, or events 
seriously disturbing public 
order in either part or the whole of 
his country of origin or nationality, 
is compelled to leave his place of 
habitual residence in order to seek 
refuge in another place outside his 
country of origin or nationality”.

Each Refugee is treated as an indi-
vidual case by law.

TOTAL: 8,806.880  worldwide as 
2010

IDP
An internally displaced person 
(IDP) is someone who is forced to 
flee their home but who remains 
within their country’s borders. 

They are often referred to as 
refugees, although they do not fall 
within the current legal defini-
tion of a refugee.

TOTAL: 2,229,540  worldwide as 
2010

Asylum Seekers
A forced displaced person whos 
request for refuge has been 
accepted, is considered an asylum 
seeker.

Only after the recognition of the 
asylum seeker’s protection needs, 
he or she is officially referred to as a 
refugee and enjoys refugee status, 
which carries certain rights and 
obligations according to the legis-
lation of the receiving country.

Each asylum seeker is treated as an 
individual case by law.

TOTAL: 983,440  worldwide as 
2010

Stateless person
A person who’s lacking belonging 
(or a lawfully enforceable claim) to 
any recognised state. 
Statelessness is not always the 
same as lack of citizenship.

There’s two pricipal typs of State-
lessness:

De jure statelessness is where 
there exists no recognised state in 
respect of which the subject has a 
legally meritorious basis to claim 
nationality.

De facto statelessness is where 
the man woman or child may have a 
lawful and meritorious claim but is 
precluded from asserting it because 
of practical considerations such as 
cost, circumstances of civil disorder, 
or the fear of discrimination or 
persecution.

TOTAL: 6,559.570  worldwide as 
2010

Returnees
A returnee is a refugee or an illegal 
immigrant who either got rejected 
by the state they entered and must 
go back to their original state or 
returns voluntarily.

TOTAL: 251,460  worldwide as 
2010

 “Prima Facie Refugees”
Prima facie: is a Latin expression 
meaning on its first appearance, or 
at first sight.

During mass movements of refu-
gees, there is not - and never will 
be - a capacity to conduct individual 
asylum interviews for everyone 
who has crossed the border. Nor is 
it usually necessary, since in such 
circumstances it is generally evident 
why they have fled.
As a result, such groups are often 
declared “prima facie” refugees.

This unique legal status allows for 
repatriation and local integration, 
but not resettlement, and is not 
codified in international law.

TOTAL: 1,589,680 (refugee like 
situation  worldwide as 2010)
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Non Governmental Organizations (NGOs) Non Profit Governmental Organizations

Definition

A Non- Governmental Organization is a privat voluntary group of individuals or associations not operated for
profit or other commercial porpose and have organized themselves nationally or internationally for the benefit
of the public through the promotion of social welfare, development, education, health, relief, agriculture, industry and supply of anemi-
ties and  services.

The number of internationally operating NGOs is estimated at 40,000. National numbers are even higher: Russia has 277,000 NGOs; 
India is estimated to have around 3.3 million NGOs.

NGOs work mostly under sinergetic agreements and coordination with governments, the UN, Enterprises and other Organizations, 
they play a very important role, in the work on the field, because of their specialized local knowledge that global istitutions don’t have.

The following are only some general examples of international operating NGOs, chosen without any specific porpouse.

Definition

A Non- Profit governmental organization, is a state sub-organ created to help other people under special conditions. 
They mainly work on the following programs:  nutrition, education, health, security and economy.
Is very discussed, how far govermental organizations should interact in other countries, specialy on issues about politics, and eco-
nomic development.

Name
Oxfam International  

Ty pe
international confederation non governmen-

tal ( BINGO )

Head qu ar te r
Oxford, UK

Descriptio n    
In addition to food and medicine, Oxfam 
also provides tools to enable people to 
become self-supporting and opens markets 
of international trade where crafts and 
produce from poorer regions of the world 

producer.
Oxfam's programme has three main points 
of focus: development work, which tries to 
lift communities out of poverty with 
long-term, sustainable solutions based on 
their needs; humanitarian work, assisting 

natural disasters (which often leads in to 
longer-term development work), especially 

lobbyist, advocacy and popular campaign-
ing, trying to affect policy decisions on the 

international levels.

Si ze
14 organizations working together in 98 
countries and with partners and allies 

poverty and injustice.

Budget 2008-2009:

Livelihoods Euro                                             
175.1 mio €

Basic social services                                         
84.2 mio €

Life and security                                       204.9 
mio €

Right to be heard
81.8 mio €

Identity 
86.9 mio €

TO TA L:
632.9 mio €

Establishmen t
1942, Oxford England

Leader s
Current President: Dr. Unni Karunakara

W ebsite
www.oxfam.org

Name
United States Agency International 

Development (USAID)

Ty pe
independent federal government agency, 
receives overall foreign policy guidance

from the Secretary of State. 
Gouvermental and non military.

Head qu ar te r
Washington, D.C. USA.

Descriptio n
USAID was created in 1961 by executive 
order to implement development assistance 
programs in the areas authorized by the 
Congress in the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961. An independent federal agency, USAID 
receives overall foreign policy guidance 
from the United States Secretary of State 
and seeks to "extend a helping hand to 
those people overseas struggling to make a 
better life, recover from a disaster or striving 
to live in a free and democratic country."
USAID's stated goals include providing 
"economic, development and humanitarian 
assistance around the world in support of 
the foreign policy goals of the United 
States". It operates in Sub-Saharan Africa; 
Asia and the Near East, Latin America and 
the Caribbean, Europe, and Eurasia

Si ze
Employees (2006) 1,759 

Budget 2005:
$3.9 billion fo r its FY 20 05 pr ogram s

with the Departments of State and 
Agriculture on joint programs valued at 

$4.8billion. 
A portion of the $1.45 billion requested for 

the Global HIV/AIDS Initiative in conjunction 
the State Department's Global AIDS 

Coordinator and of the $2.5 billion for the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation. 

 

Establishmen t
November 3, 1961, by President John F. 

Kennedy 

Leader s
Rajiv Raj Shah current administrator 

We bsite
www.usaid.gov
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Populations of Concern to UNHCR January 2010

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

!"#$%&

400,000

2,000,000

4,000,000

EA ST A SIA  & 
THE PA CIFIC

SOUTH-E A ST A SIA

POPULATIONS SIZE

SOUTH-WE ST
A SIA

EA ST & HORN
OF  AFRICA

CENTRAL  A SIA

EA STERN EUROPE

CENTRAL
EUROPE

SOUTH-E A STERN
EUROPE

MIDDLE E A ST

SOUTHER  AFRICA

NORTHERN,  WE STERN &
SOUTHERN EUROPE

NORTH  AFRICA

WE ST AFRICA

LATIN AMERI CA

NORTH  AMERI CA
&  THE CARIBBEAN

!"#$%&

CENTRAL  AFRICA
&  THE GRE AT LAKES

!"#$%&

SOUTH  A SIA

Refugees 8,806,880 (Worldwide UN 2010) 

Asylum Seekers 983,440 (Worldwide UN 2010) 

Returnees (Refugees & IDPs) 251,460 (Worldwide UN 2010) 

Stateless Persons 6,559,570 (Worldwide UN 2010)

IDPs 15’628,060 (Worldwide UN 2010)

Others of Concern (Worldwide UN 2010)

Total People of Concern: 36,460,330 (Worldwide UN 2010)
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